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T

HIS SPECIAL ISSUE of Dignity: A Journal on Sexual Exploitation and Vio-

lence brings together the papers and videos of presentations made at a national briefing held on March 20, 2017, at the U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC,
on types of sexual exploitation and their interconnectivity.
The Freedom from Sexploitation Agenda briefing was hosted by Senator Orrin
Hatch and organized by the National Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE).
NCOSE recognizes the suffering from sexual exploitation and related violence. Sex
trafficking, sexual assault, child sexual abuse, pornography, and more are issues
significantly impacting individuals, families, and communities. This crisis necessitates that our federal government address the full spectrum of sexual harm.
The briefing brought together a diverse group of advocates to make policy recommendations to address these harms. Advocates called on U.S. national leaders
for increased recognition of the continuum of sexual exploitation—and leadership
to address it.
Sexual exploitation encompasses a broad spectrum of sexual abuse or sexual
uses of persons, of all ages, through sexual objectification, sexual violence, pornography, prostitution, and sex trafficking; it includes “any actual or attempted abuse
of a position of vulnerability, differential power, or trust, for sexual purposes.”1
This broad definition unifies a range of issues including child sexual abuse, sexual
extortion, cyber-based sexual abuse, and prostitution under a common umbrella
of concern.
In our view, individuals and groups working to address sexually-rooted social
ills, often focus narrowly on one specific form of sexual exploitation, violence, or

1

United Nations Secretariat, “Special Measures for Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Sexual
Abuse,” Secretary-General’s Bulletin, (October 9, 2013).
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abuse. Such focus is often necessary given the limited human and financial resources available to those working in this area, but can result in separate fields of
expertise running along parallel tracks, that do not intersect. For instance, in our
years of advocacy we have encountered experts and agencies combating child sexual abuse, sexual assault, pornography or sex trafficking working in isolation from
one another. This lack of connectivity is a detriment to us all. While specialization
is certainly necessary, recognizing the intersectionality of the distinct yet interrelated forms of sexual exploitation and violence, and working together to build a
comprehensive approach to address them all, is a vital part of building a strong,
cohesive, and irresistible movement for human dignity.
Accordingly, the briefing introduced the Freedom from Sexploitation
Agenda—a policy and legislative plan for addressing multiple forms of sexual exploitation at the federal level. The Agenda represents the beginning of a comprehensive platform for broadly addressing sexual exploitation and violence.
While the problem of sexual exploitation is as immense as ever, as the presentations from the national briefing and The Agenda demonstrate, opportunities to
take new ground abound. We hope as you read the analyses and recommendations
herein, that you will be reenergized and inspired in our common mission of a world
free from sexual exploitation and violence.
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