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In 1853, chef George
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Crum creates potato
chips in New York after
customer keeps
requesting thinner

a

-/

french-fried potatoes.
over 700

The U.S., with
varieties

on

consumes

the market,

the most

potato chips worldwide.
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^O Slang of the

1800s includes coot, crazy as a loon,
bully for you, and bummer.

critter, bub and sis,

Popular phrases today are

V
O

Germans first bake
children's

birthday cakes

to

phaL

<

celebrate^

in 1200. The candles bum'

birthdays
throughout the day to symbolize life. The tradition
of birthday cakes continues with popular characters
as

da bomb, cool and

B

M B

part of the cake decoration.
O Before sweat glands

are

clearly understood

in

the 19th century, perfume is used to mask the
odor of sweat. Introduced in 1888, Mum is the
first

product to ward

off underarm moisture

and odor. In 1997, Americans
on

f

spend $1.48 billion

deodorant.
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The average American's
favorite meal in 1954 is a
fruit cup, vegetable soup,
steak and potatoes, peas, rolls
and butter, and pie a la mode. Teens

^^%<

Swing dancing,
popular in the
1930s, makes
a

comeback

in 1998.

today
pizza, french fries, pasta, hamburgers/
cheeseburgers and chicken nuggets as their
rank

1998 PhotbDisc, Inc.

Nine

top five favorite foods.

In

^^

1892, the Manfield Shoe

Company in England first produces
quality shoes in standard sizes
and large quantities. Sneakers are
introduced in the 19th century and
cost a few dollars. Name-brand

shoes

today can

cost

hundreds of dollars.

percent of

households
a

own

TV in 1950.

That number
rises to 98

percent by 1995.
On average, 98
percent of today "s
teens watch T\

for 11.4 hours
a

@gg|

week.

In 1120, the first restaurant
the

capital

has

more

of the Northern

ur

luhk

snup
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Song dynasty. Today,

m
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McDonald's

than 23,500 restaurants in 113 countries. Americans

spend 46 percent of their food dollars
compared to 25 percent in 1955.

away from home in 19%

O Conquistadors return to Spain
in 1527 after finding the natives
of New
worms,

Spain eating algae, agave
winged ants, tadpoles,

flies, white worms, and
Today, kids enjoy
candy in the shape of critters.

water

insect larvae.

V,

In

1850, Levi Strauss

invents blue jeans in San Francisco.
Originally made with canvas, denim

replaces

the material in the

early

1860s. The average American
owns 7.03 pairs of jeans.

Guglielmo
a

now

Marconi invents the radio in 1895

crude transmitter. Music makes

using
history on TV

when the Beatles appear on The Ed Sullivan Show
in 1964. Music continues to make history on TV
O In 1570,
receives

which

Queen Elizabeth I
a gift of gold toothpicks,

are

when MTV kicks off in 1981.
teens watch MTV 5.4 hours

a

Today, 68 percent

of

week.

used to clean teeth.

Toothbrushes do the
with hundreds of

job today
options of sizes,

colors, shapes and bristles.

In the

French court of
I

Duis XV,

women

their hair three feet

C According to legend,
John Perberton

on

May 8, 1886, Atlanta pharmacist

produced

the syrup for Coca-Cola in

a

three-legged brass pot in his backyard. Coca-Cola was
first bottled in 1899 and is today's best-selling soft drink
Americans drink 127 million 8-ounce

servings

every

day.

style
high forcing them to sleep
sitting up. The hair would be
left in place for months; insects
and mice would nest in it.

Today's hairstyles are a little
more

"down to earth."

Maiy Bvins Picture Libraiy
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In the 1000s, engagements

arranged at age seven
marriage follows at
age 12 for girls and 14 for
boys. Today, the average age

are

and

at

marriage for women is

24.5 and 26.9 for

men.

O Parrots, canaries,

monkeys and fluffy dogs are
preferred pets of the 1500s. Exotic pets of
today include iguanas and tarantulas.
the

In the 1800s, chaperones accompany girls on
their dates. In later years, ice cream parlors
become

O In 1374, the entire population of
a European city goes into a
pathological frenzy, dancing

to continue. Slam

and mosh
at

today's

pits

popular date hangouts. Today's
shopping mails.

hot

are

in

the streets until too exhausted

injured

spots

or

dancing

are common

manias

concerts.

The world

population

in

1600 totals 545
million

compared

to over 5.9 billion

in 1998. The U.S.

population

in

1790 totals 3.9
million

compared

to over 270

million in 1998.
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Atari introduces

Pong*,

the first commercial video

game, in 1972. Today's
home video game systems
include Sony PlayStation*

Sega Saturn*' and

Nintendo

64*. About 63 percent of
teens play video games an

average of 3.9 hours

a

week.

^ In m3, The Passion

Play at 30 minutes is the
longest movie produced
at this

films

time, with average

running three

or

four minutes. The 1997
movie Titanic

runs

about

three-and-a-half hours.

Joseph Mertin develops
the first practical pair of
roller skates in 1759.

Scott Olson invents the
modern version of in-line

skates in 1979.

Today,

41 percent of teens
in-line skates.

In 1978,

girls
f^ Court

jesters first

appear in 1202. Modern

jesters

as Jerry Seinfeld whose
nine-year run in 1998.

federal judge rules tiiat high school
participate on teams with boys.

Women take further strides in sports with the
first WNBA game on June 21, 1997.

come

in the form of comedians, such

TV show, Seinfeld, ends its

a

may

own
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royal Japanese family stains their teeth
1233, it quickly becomes a sign of beauty.
White teeth are a sign of beauty today, with
Americans spending $100 million a year on
over-the-counter tooth-whitening products.
When

a

:k

black in

Scottish blacksmith

Kirkpatrick

Macmillan

creates the first

bicycle, then called a
velocipede, in 1839.
Bicycling is a
competitive sport
around the worid

today with some
costing several

bikes

thousand dollars.

O

In

1783, it takes Thomas Jefferson five days

using public transportation. Today,
at

1,336 miles per hour and

three hours.
.JLPAVide World Photos

to travel 90 miles

the Concorde

crosses

airplane travels

the Atlantic Ocean in under

Culver Picture*,

IncySuperStock

German Kari Benz invents the
and

Henry

Ford

begins

Model T in 1908 with
U.S.

by 1930. Over

over

autornuuur

m

loo,*,

production of the

mass

15 million sold in the

8 million

cars are

sold in

the U.S. in 1996.
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hand-held

O Not until the year 1000 did Indian
mathematician Sridhara recognize
of

the

Since

importance
began counting the years with
zero.

rather than zero, the
millennium

officially

in 1900 and

not 2000. Excitement is

2001,
so

that stores, enhances, shares

is

.,^r

-:Sfey

the fear that computers may

recognize

the year 2000

as

camera

all-weather

and

one,

building

for New Year's Eve 1999, but

in 1888. Kodak

disposable
panoramic cameras in 1989. In
1998, Kodak and Intel introduce an
all-in-one, auto-loading CD-ROM

we

new

starts in

camera

introduces the Brownie box

.^and

prints photos on a
personal computer.

1900.

Christopher Columbus lands in the
Bahamas on October 12, 1492. Neil
Armstrong walks on the moon on July 20,
1969. In 1998, NASA begins construction
of the Intemational Space Station, the
most complex technological project in
human history.
Lawre Schwartzwald/Gamma LiaLson

O Doctors in the 1000s

astrological
patient's treatment.
Medicine is ingested only when the
moon is in a favorable position. Many
people today carry on the astrological
tradition through horoscopes.
chart to determine

use an

a

() Yellowstone National Park, the first

park in the National Park System, is
on March 1, 1872, and

established
covers

Park

2.2 million

System

acres.

now covers

() Thomas Edison patents the
phonograph in 1878. Sharp

The National

83 million

acres.

introduces

a

minidisc

player

in 1998 that records music
from compact discs
and the Internet.
C>

in the 1800s is

performed
patients under no
anesthesia by surgeons who wipe
instruments clean. Many people
Surgery

on

blindfolded

now

elect to have cosmetic

surgery. In 1997, 37 percent of

patients undergo
multiple procedures.
cosmetic surgery

S. Osolinski/FPG

O In 1675, Massachusetts law prohibits
men from wearing long hair. Russia
taxes men with beards in 1698.

Hairstyle

is

a

personal

choice

today.
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Women first

right

gain

the

to vote in New

Zealand in 1893, with
American

women

gaining the right in
1920. The voting-age
population of the
U.S. today is over

C A 1721 Connecticut law states people may not leave

home^

Sunday except for church or an emergency. Many stor
are now open 24 hours, 7 days a week.
on

In the 1400s, bookj
are

symbols of pre

and

are

consideredj

treasures due to sn

print
trade

People
vineyards and

runs.

herds of cattle fori
book.

Today, the

average teenager
spends four hours a|
week

reading for I

193 million.
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