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Introduction
On March 5th, 2020, the ICC authorized a
prosecutor’s request to begin an investigation
into alleged war crimes committed in
Afghanistan since 2003, including war crimes
committed my members of the U.S. armed
forces.
In June, President Trump imposed sanctions by
executive order on International Criminal Court
officials, blocking the assets of certain ICC
employees and preventing them from entering
the U.S.I
This project is a product of my own intellectual
curiosity. I hope to bring to light the precedents
in international law and human rights which the
United States has had a large role in setting, yet
continuously fails to hold itself accountable to
such standards.

Relevant International Statutes, Treaties, Laws
v Hague Conventions (1899 and 1907)
v The International Military Tribunal at Nuremburg Charter
(1945)
v The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
v International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights (1976)
v International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(1976)
v Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War (1949)
v The Rome Statute (2002)
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Discussion
Project objective: how U.S. war crimes
undermine the ICC.
The U.S. proclaims itself to be a
devoted supporter of international
principles and a protector of human
rights.
A history of war crimes throughout the
20th century calls the U.S. commitment
to international humanitarian principles
into question.
If the U.S. repudiates international
forum when its own conduct is called
into question, the credibility of
international law is undermined.
As a global leader, under its claimed
role of international peacekeeper and
defender of human rights, the United
States has an ethical obligation to
support the ICC and show a
willingness to hold its own nationals
accountable for crimes against
humanity.

Methods
As a largely historical-based analysis,
my research consisted of a series of
historically significant case studies and
literature examining U.S. War Crimes
and responses:
v Academic papers and journals (JSTOR,
URI Libraries)
v Official U.S. Government publications
(DOD, National Archives, Library of
Congress etc.)
v Original international treaties, laws, and
statutes
v Reputable international human rights
organization databases and news sources

U.S. War Crimes
v Biscari Massacre (July 14, 1943)
- World War Two
v No Gun Ri Massacre (July 26, 1950)
- The Korean War
v My Lai Massacre (March 16, 1968)
- The Vietnam War
v Bagram Torture & Abuse (2001-2014)
- The War in Afghanistan
v Abu Ghraib Prison (2003-2006)
- The Iraq War
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