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it

‘ "Resputins." 1In fact, one thing seldom stressed by those who deal
with this topic is that Rasputin hadlpredecessors and already established
contanders who no doubt veuld have gained prominence after ﬁis
sssassination, had not the revolution interfered.

What enabled Rasputin to gain the confiden;e of the imperial
couple was not simply his ability to give some ﬁensure of.relief to
their dying son, He appeared to them as that distﬁnt and noble soul
of the Russian peasant which they siné;rely believe§ to be the trﬁe
soul of Russia.

Alexandra believed that Rasputin was God's messenger to her
and her husband. Because she had been estranged early from the
social and political life in the capital, Alexandra felt a stranger
in a nation over which ghe was Eméress. In time Rasputin was one
of the very few to win her complete confidence in that lonely
existence., With Nicholas as Comnander-in-Chief at the front,
Alexandra won his approval as regent in charge of internal affairs
of the nation. The rest of the story fell simply into place,
Rasputin spcke; she had suthority and acted. There is nc evidence
of the use of hypnosis or drugs. Alexandra truly believed that God

had sent a medsenger to save Russia and the throme.






1

INTRODUCTION

It has been said that there are already too maay books
written about Rasputin. From the sheer number of works about him,
‘this appears to be true, Generally, however, these works have one
of two commou failings: either they stress the sensational side of
the Rasputin theme, or they treat the theme most subjectively,
overlooking & good deal of evidence that might contradict their
conclusions,

Of the books that deal with Ragputin specifically, two may
be cited as examples to illustrate how authors have approached the

treatment of Rasputin in history. One is René Fiilop-Miller's

Rasputin, The Holy Devil,l} This is perhaps the most popular work on
Rasputin known to the reading public, but it has shortcomings which
the critical reader camnnot fail to notfcz immediately. The first
shortcoming is the lack of documentation within the tesmt itself. While
no one will fail to be impressed by the extensive bibliography
presented, a c¢loger look will reveal any number of biographies

and autoblographies of dubious merit, especially those whose
associations with Rasputin resulted in feelings of absolute hatred

or unbending loyalty. Furthermore, Fulop~-Miller admits that a
congidergble portion was taken from personal interviews, with the

manuscripts in his possession only, and one is left to guess who

INew York: The Viking Press, 1928.









4.

‘“with en inner truth” that might not be recognized by men for another

century, or even longer.6

Convinced that the reader &ﬁst be persuaded'by Qia arguments,
Wilson has added, as an afterthought, an appendix on new wmaterials
concerning thaumaturgy and pre-vtsion.7

Hhaﬁ seems more imporfant than 2 search for neﬁ materials on
the Rasputin question is the appraisal and sifting of the materials
already available. In the chapter immedistely following, reascns
for choosing works cited in this thesis are indicated. Certain
works about Rasputin have come to be regarded as “classics" on
his activities, even though later evidence has since made their use
questionable. Because some readers may question the absence of
these works in this thesis, a few books in this category are cited
with reasons for their lack of use,

This thesis is concerned with the quektion of Rasputin's
actual importance in the lives of the imperial couple and members
of the govermment. So that the elements of sensation and
metaphysical gpeculation might be kept to a mininmum, biographies
and general works were used only when primavy sources failed to
shed sufficient light on basic issues.

It seems to the writer that these basic issues can be
assimilated into three centra} questious: first, if we disregard

acy possibility that Rasputin was a supernatursl figure, why would

61bid.

71b1d,, pp. 22131,


































































26.

order tp discover what that ach;evement should be, Rasputin decided
to travel to the monastery of Hount Athos for prayer and meditetion,
This period of weditation prcved a graat disappointment. ngﬂly
had Rasputin decided to take holy o;ders when "a scandal in ££é
monastery" {for which Maria offera ro explanation) mdde him leave at
onece, |
. Ancther consultation with Makarii calmed his angexr. The
starets counseled Rasputin to remember his mission and "since you
have not found salvation im the monastery, try to save your soul id
the outside world."9
The story of Rasputinfs attempt to “"save himself" is one
filled with suppositions., While no one seems to doulit & personal
background of debaubhery, intrigue, and drunkenmese, there seems
to be mo real'source to verify it. He seems to have been invonlved
at 2n exly age with the kilpsty members of a strange sect who.claimed
to f£ird salvation by working themselves into a fremzy pricr to taking
part in sexual orgies. Pares notes that this charge was "never
brought home"; vet he, too, admits that Rasputin's later behavior
in the cmpital suggests the validity of it,
: Rasputin obviously came to the attention of some of the
most powerful members of the clergy, thus gaining access to in-
fluential 'persons. He was supported by such noted clergy as

Theophan, Confessor to the Empress, and Hermogen, Bishop . of Saratov, 10

9R33putin, pp. 45-47.

1°Pnres,'Fall of Monarchy, pp. 134-35,






































































































XII

THE BRUSSILOV OFFENSIVE

) Rasputin's wishes now came to bear directly upon military
matters. The wost important example of this concerns General
Brussilov's offensive against the Austrian front during the summer
and fall months of 1916, This officer was one of Russia's out-
standing generals. He has been described as "FThe Russian commander
who showed the greatest intellect' and whose understanding "of
the psychelogy of the Russisn soldiers in the war goes deeper than
that of hie military colleaguen.“l As the fall of that year
approached, Brussilov had managed to put the Austrians into positive
penic. Only one consideration flawed this otherwise successful
venture: the losses of Russian troops. Estimated by those who
directly participated, the size of the losses vary, but even con-
servative estimates stagger the 1maginltion.2

Two of Brussilov's loudest critics were the Empress and Masputin.
The Empress' understanding of the problem stressed the horror of war
in general; Rssputin, not unwisely, pointed to the drair on
Russian man-power. Nefither of them took under consideration the
problems or objectives of the generals at the front. What is important
here is that the Tsar, having accepted a plan from his closest
military advisors, countermanded that order on the insistence

of the Empress, acting at Rasputin's request.

lpares, Fall of Monarchy, p. 21.

21bid., pp. 366-67; Paléologue, II, 269, 284.
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one of the ;sar's nicces,% gave him an influential position in
Russian society ard at thefccurt.?‘?he Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich, the
second member of the part§'mentiogeh above, was gspecially close to the
imperial family, and both the Empe;of and Empress regarded him wiﬁh
deep affection. Youssoupoff claims that he had planned te kill
Rasputin since early 1915, when he became disgueBed with the whole
scandalous situstion in genersl., Whether or not this 1s true is
uncertain, but his activities in trying to get Rasputin removed
from his esalted position are undeniable, It was he who arrangaia
meeting between Rodzianko, the President of the Duma, and the
Dowager Empress in an attempt to have the former Empress influence
her son to remove the statets.>d

The murder took place in the early morning hours of December
17, 1916, in the hasement of Youssoupoff's house. As one looks over
the evidence concerning this deed it is difficult not té assume that
those involved had nothing more in mind than delivering their nation
and the monarchy from what they cousidersd a scourge. 1t is
possible, as some have suggested, that these men realized that
their act éssured them a place in history. With dve respect to
this hypothesis, no one can fail teo be impressed that they did this

with full conviction that the eligination of Rasputin would save

4Irenn, daughter of the Bmperor®s sister, Xenia,

SParea, Tall of Monarchy, p. 147.
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fallen through the ineptitude of their privileged group was unthinkable.
It was simplexr to accuse the Devil in all his sinister glory..

Those who have chosen to be more critical in their judgment
point té'a system of autocratic government which was>iﬁeviﬁéb1y bound
to failure in Rusgia. The vast chenges which always accompany in-
dustrialization were too large for a system that was betier suited
to the agricultural Middle Ages.

There were, of course, wmany in Busgia who realized this. The
French Ambassador wrote that during a private dinner with the great
industrialist, Putilov, he listened while Putilov caSual;y predicted
the éad of Tsarisu as 2n institution in Russia.3

The attempt tc crddit Alexandra herself for bringing about
that end is misleading. To bg sure her concept of her role as
Empress helfled to heighten that process. Herx association‘gith the
court of Quegn Victroria was spparently superficial, for she gained
from that experience none bf the English genius for combining democracy
with monarchy. She retained instead the social attitudes which are
generally lumped under '"middle class"; and in a ﬁation like Russis
vhich had come to expect pomp and display as an integral characterjstic
of their sovereignst lives, Alexendra’s aloofness and social fnactivity
was regarded as an indication of her dislike for them. Her con-
cept of monatchy's relationship with subjects was like that of a fairy-
tale kingdom: the sﬁhjecfs should listen in quiet ave while the

kindly king speaks in fatherly wisdom from his bejeweled throme.

3Pa1éb1ogue, 1, 348-50.





















	The Influence of Rasputin on Russian Imperial Court
	Terms of Use
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1698868881.pdf.1J7_m

