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successful in terms of increasing the employability of youth dropouts,
although there are differences in the placement rates and entry wage
levels of the various programs. Statistical analysis of the partici-
pant characteristics and their termination status reveals that the
most significant participant related factor affecting positive
termination is the length of unemployment experienced by participants
prior to their entering the job training program. Participants who
were unemployed for the longest periods of time prior to their enroll-
ment in the program were the most likely to have a negative termination
status. It is concluded that the long-term impact of the programs in
terms of increasing the employability of youth dropouts is question-
able. Little or no follow-up evaluations are routinely conducted by
Providence C.E.T.A. Prime Sponsor. As part of this study, a six-month
follow-up survey of Y.E.T.P. participants in 1978 was conducted
through Providence C.E.T.A. Although the number of survey responses
were insufficient for making definitive conclusions, these were two
indications that appear to be significant: (1) that a substantial
number of Y.E.T.P. participants of 1978 are now unemployed and looking
for work, and (25 that a relatively small proportion of the partici-
pants have received their high school equivalences as an outcome of
the program.

Finally, recommendations aremade in terms of the following
strategy areas: (1) reduce youth unemployment through an intensified
economic development effort in Providence, (2) dimprove C.E.T.A.
youth programs in terms of routine follow-up evaluations, a re-emphasis
of the remedial education aspects of the programs, and the development

of stronger, formal linkages with private sector employees; (3)
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Employment Status of Teenagers In and
Out of School, Graduates and Dropouts

The employment status of teenagers varies as to whether
they are enrolled in school, have graduated from high school, or
have dropped out of school. In October of 1977, 54.2 percent of
all teenagers in the 16 to 19 age group that were in the labor
force were enrolled in school. Of this group 753,000 were
unemployed having an unemployment rate of 15.7 percent. Unemployed
students constituted 51.5 percent of all unemployed 16 to 19 year
olds in 1977 (see Appendix A, Table A-3). High school graduates in
this age group made up 31.1 percent of the total youth labor force
and high school dropouts 14.7 percent of the labor force. The
unemployment rates for high school graduates not enrolled in school
was 13.1 percent and for high school dropouts the unemployment rate
was 24.9 percent (1.6 times the rate for enrolled youth and over
1.8 times the rate for high school graduate 5 High school gradu-
ates have a considerable advantage in the labor market over
dropouts.

The labor force participation rates among the three groups
also differ considerably. In-school teenagers in the 16 to 19 age
group had a participation rate of 43.7 percent reflecting their
major activity of school. Out of school teenagers had a partici-
pation rate of 77.4 percent--almost twice that of enrolled youth.
Participation rates varied widely between high school graduates
and dropouts with graduates having a rate of 86.9 percent while the
rate for dropouts was 63.9 percent. Lower participation rates

reflect Tow job prospects as reflected in the unemployment rates.
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