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West Warwick is a town of 29,268 persons located to the southwest of
Providence, bordering Coventry, Cranston, and Warwick (Map 2). Like Pawtucket,
the town was a highly developed manufacturing center during the industrial revolution.
Since the early 1900's the industrial growth of area has leveled off. Beginning after
World War II, decentralization of manufacturing and Suburbanization changed the
character of West Warwick. In many ways West Warwick has the growth pattern of a
suburb, and the social problems of a city. The population count for the town as of the
1990 Census was 29,268. This represents a 8.3% change (2,242 persons) from the
1980 population of 27,026. Table 2 illustrates this change as it pertains to the
different categories of race as defined by the Census. The data indicate that the town

is predominately populated by Caucasians (97.6%).

Table 2.

POPULATION BY RACE: WEST WARWICK, R.1.

RACE: 1980 1990 Change %1990 Pop.
White 26.717 28.579 1862 97.6
Black 97 235 138 038
Indian 17 53 36 0.2
Asian 128 281 153 1.0
Hispanic 330 120 212 04
Other 67 542 53 1.9
TOTAL: 27026 29268 2454 100

Source: U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1990.

Table 3 displays a comparative age breakdown for the populations of
Pawtucket and West Warwick. In 1990, 23% of the population of Pawtucket and
22.4% of the population of West Warwick were under 18 years old The age
distribution of the population is useful in determining the percentage of children who

may be at risk in the community.
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W. Warw. 6097 4711 773 1386 227

State 211142 164666 78.0 46476 22.0
Source: 1996 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook

According to the data, 73.9% of the children of Pawtucket live in two parent families,
where as 26.1% live in single parent families. In West Warwick, 71.8% of the children
of the town live in two parent families, and 21.1% live in single parent families. (This
accounts for 93% of the child population, the other 7% are not living in either single,
or duel parent families.)

Teenage pregnancy is another major risk factor that needs to be evaluated.
The births to teens statistics are compiled by calculating the number of births to
females between the ages of 15 to 17 per 1000 females. Pre-teen childbearing
threatens the development of both the teen parents and their children. Teen mothers
are often less likely to obtain adequate prenatal care and are less likely to have the
financial and social support needed to raise healthy children. "Being a teen parent
seriously limits subsequent education and employment prospects. Nationally, three out
of five teen mothers drop out of school. Their life earnings are less than half of those
who wait until age twenty before bearing their first child" (/99¢ Rhode Island KiDS
COUNT Factbook, p.32).
Table 11.

BIRTHS TO TEENAGE MOTHERS. 1988-92
Locality # Girls  # Births Birthrate

Pawtucket 1286 265 41.2
W. Warw. 480 63 26.2
State 17279 2574 298

Source: 1996 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook
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MAP 3: LOCATION QI COMMUNITY SERVICES, PAWTUCKET
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diseased are the focus of a number of social service providers accessible to children,
youth, and families in West Warwick. This is largely due to the presence of Kent
County Mental Health, and the Kent County Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) in the
Warwick area. The Warwick area did not have an abundance of services available
dealing with unemployment, only the Channel One program appeared to directly
provide employment assistance. While giving testimony in front of the United States
senate in 1986, Urie Bronfenbrenner stated that the most powerful destroyer of family
life, with the most serious consequences, is the unemployment of the breadwinner.
This statement may indicate that unemployment counseling and skills training could be
enhanced in these communities in order to further assist at-risk families.
Survey Findings

The following data are the results of telephone interviews conducted with the
service providers sampled in Pawtucket and West Warwick. Qualitative data gathered
during the survey process has illuminated facts that would not have been identified
through the use of the community asset matrix alone. The surveys were designed to
gather several different pieces of data ranging trom descriptive to quantitative in
nature. This information was useful in reinforcing the data gathered for the previous
sections.

The nature of the opening questions regarded the name, location, and function
of the service provider, as well as which groups they were attempting to serve In

many of these cases this information was already known, however it is often useful to
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