University of Rhode Island

DigitalCommons@URI

Open Access Dissertations

1998

(Re)Envisioned (Pre)History: Feminism, Goddess Politics, and
Readership Analysis of The Clan of the Cave Bear and The Valley
of the Horses

Glenna M. Andrade
University of Rhode Island

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/oa_diss
Terms of Use
All rights reserved under copyright.

Recommended Citation

Andrade, Glenna M., "(Re)Envisioned (Pre)History: Feminism, Goddess Politics, and Readership Analysis
of The Clan of the Cave Bear and The Valley of the Horses" (1998). Open Access Dissertations. Paper
694.

https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/oa_diss/694

This Dissertation is brought to you by the University of Rhode Island. It has been accepted for inclusion in Open
Access Dissertations by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@URI. For more information, please
contact digitalcommons-group@uri.edu. For permission to reuse copyrighted content, contact the author directly.


https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/oa_diss
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/oa_diss?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Foa_diss%2F694&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/oa_diss/694?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Foa_diss%2F694&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons-group@uri.edu





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































304

the hero as a questor to restore society, and the hero who
locates a problem in society and changes it (37). Even
though Clapn and Valley are less science fiction than a
romance-fantasy, Ayla's narrative follows the first of the
three plots when she enters her new-world wvalley, and when
Ayla leaves, she begins the second typical plot, engaging
the quest to convert Cro-Magnon prejudice into acceptance

for the Neanderthals.

110 when Ayla follows the first half of Campbell's "call
to adventure" aimed at establishing the "ego" (Charlotte
Spivack 9), she performs collectively for many readers; that
is, her growth is a metaphor for the enlightenment of
several communities of readers who develop a new con-

sciousness about women's roles.

111 aAdditional connections to Milton's Paradise Lost
can be noted: To further subvert Judeo-Christianity for
some readers, Valley offers a serpent image in this revised
Paradise. However, the metaphorical serpent does not offer
a temptation to be god-like as in Milton, but rather the
temptation to consider one's self superior, in an all-too-
human racial prejudice.. Just as false pride motivates Eve
to eat of the fruit, false pride becomes the evil in Jonda-
lar's character, which corrupts Ayla's Paradise. When
Jondalar discovers that Ayla had been living with the Clan,
he is so revolted that he not only calls the Neanderthals
"animals," but also castigates her "mixed spirit" child
(Valley 394). Subsequently, their relationship is infected
by his prejudice until he learns over time that the Clan's
customs--such as burying the dead and the worship of spirits
(454) ~—determine them as human. Thus, Valley tenders Jonda-
lar's racial (or "species") prejudice as the false pride or

"sin" which contaminates Eden. As such, Jondalar-Adam's
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perverted "knowledge" of racial superiority brings the
corruption of hate into Paradise as well as to the entire
world, whether paleolithic or present. If "love" is the
goddess' greatest gift (Valley 192), hate is the greatest
sin. If Eve was blamed for introducing human evil into the
patriarchal world, Adam is the serpent at fault in Valley's
feminist Garden of Eden.

Consequently, Valley reminds readers that even the most
liberal-seeming culture can harbor prejudice. As Spivack
notes, Auel's theme of prejudice links to an earlier mytho-
type in Shelley's Frankenstein where society so alienates an
Other, it creates a monster (Merlin's Daughters 47-48).
Although unsaid, Spivack's correlation the Garden of Eden
imagery in Valley and in Frankenstein finds another corre-
spondence in that the serpent is male too.

112 Annis Pratt, Archetypal Patterns in Women's Fiction

(Indiana University Press 1981).

113 One thinks of Adrienne Rich's Of Mother Born, Nancy

Friday's popular My Mother Myself, and even Joyce Carol
Oates' recurrent mother-daughter imagery in fiction, notably

in the popular Surfacing (1972).
14 In The Plains of Passage, Ayla's pregnancy with

Jondalar's child forestalls her trek to Jondalar's home

community and her own quest for her family.

115 Even if Clan is read singly, the fictionalized
Neanderthals' unique brain-physiology accounts for their
different mode of thought: Racism is averted because in
spite of the Neanderthal's sex-specific memories, some
remain "caring, decent individuals" regardless of their
limited cognition (Wilcox 65-65) since they do indeed res-

cue, adopt, and nurture Ayla.
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116 por instance, as taken from The New York Times Best
Seller List at random, women readers were accustomed to
women author's family sagas set in more contemporary times.
On August 31, 1980 about the time when Clan was launched,
paperback readers favored Leslie Arden's Love and Honor, a
saga of Russian immigrants to America (#1); A Woman of
Substance by Barbara Taylor Bradford, about a self-made

woman tycoon in the twentieth century (#4); Class Reunion by
Rona Jaffe (#8); and Chance the Winds of Fortune an 18th

century romance by Laura McBain (#9); the most remote set-
ting occurred within Mary Stewart's Arthurian The Last
Enchantment (#12).

Similarly, during its year of publication when Vallev
hit #3 on the New York Times Book Review list of September
26, 1982, women readers of woman authors selected the saga
of Lace in which Shirley Cameron explored "international
glitter” (#6); the novel (Crossings about WWII romances by
Danielle Steele (#10); and a Belva Plain romance set in
Casablanca (#14).

117 For example, during the Proceedings of The 1998
American Cultural Association, quite a few panels were
devoted in whole or part to gender roles in Star Trek and in

X : W i in . The catalogue shows four to
ST, #70 (41), #122 (60), #292 (118), #412 (157) and four to
Xena, 338 (31), #166 (74), #201 (88), #410 (156).

118 The qualities for a female fantasy hero appear to
center around two contemporary questions. The first is
whether the female hero differs from the male hero and
whether these differences risk a descent into essentialism.
The second asks: If differences are socially constructed,

how does culture mold that hero? The implication is that



307

when culture continues to define men and women differently,
male and female heroes will be differentiated. However,
when the time arrives that herohood is socially instituted
by non-sexist standards, then gender will not make a differ-

ence.

115 71f moving towards separateness or connectedness is
one axis for the hero as Heller asserts, then another axis
must appear. Since by its very nature, herohood encompasses
activity, another axis includes the individual trait of
action vrs. inaction, and the fantasy hero slides along both
binaries. Additionally, a hero's doing or feeling is shaped
by the juxtaposition to others and by the proximity to
society; consequently, emotion does not oppose the quality
of action. Rather a hero has (at least) the distinct quali-
ties of separation and connectedness, action and inaction,
and suppressed or expressed emotion. In this way, hero's

doing and feeling are not binary oppositions.
120 see "Lindsy Van Gelder on Jean Auel," Ms,, 1986.

121 apparently, Clan arrived on the scene too late to be
included in Marc Angenot and Nadia Khouri's "An Interna-
tional Bibliography of Prehistoric Fiction" published in
Science Fiction Studjes in 1981, but was added by Gordon B.
Chamberlain's "Addenda" to the list in the same publication
in 1982 under the category of PR (Prehistoric Romance). If
authors' first names are any indication of gender, Jean Auel
appears as one of only a few of the women writers to have

engaged this topic.

122 1f I should serve as an example, I loaned my copies
of Clan and Valley to at least six people, five women and

one man.
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123 mJean Auel...The Rumor Mill." [http://wwwlO.geocit-
ies.com/Athens/6239\/Book5.htm]: 26 Aug. 97; Available
online, Alta Vista, 9 Nov. 97. As of July 12, 1998, "Ceel-
ie" consoles internet fans that even if Auel's dispute with
Crown continues to delay the fifth novel, a different pub-
lishing house may offer it sooner, online, Yahoo, [http://-

www.geocities.com]; accessed through Yahoo.

124 Jean Auel, [http://www.aol:/15863:126/mB:92816]:
online 19 Sept. 1997.

125 see the following website, http://www.geocities.-

com/Athens/6293/events, online, accessed 20 July, 1998.

126 Jean Auel, [http://www.aol:/12719:2-2Earths%20Chil~-
dren]: online, 20 Oct. 1997. In May 1998, the speculative
chapters are being translated into Dutch on the AQL Mirror
as noted on [http://geocities.com/Athens/6295/auel.num].

127 ror instance, "Wil" who "hangs out" on the Earth's
Children Live Chat board continues to await Jondalar's new
adventures, online, Yahoo, [http://www.earthschildren.-
com/ecchat.htm], July 11, 1998.

122 Jean Auel, [http://www.aol:/12719:2-2Earths5Childr-
en]}, online, 19 Oct. 1997.

129 After I questioned two fans about Auel's "messages"
to readers, each a male and female became hostile to my
presumptions both in interpreting Auel's purpose and in
assessing her feminism; they appeared to dislike any intru-
sion into Auel's fictional reality: online, Yahoo, [http://-

www.earthschildren.com/ecchat.], July 11, 1998.

130 Auel insists that her series is not a "feminist
polemic, " but she confesses that "You have to be a feminist

if you want to function at all today" and that Ayla is the
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heroine she never had (Schwartz 195).

131 But even in the 90s, some fans reject Auel's seem-
ingly "overt" feminist purposes to nullify women's subordi-
nation and to question rigid gender roles: one female fan
admitted to becoming avidly interested in the series during
the 80s after reading her first Auel book, but saw no corre-
lation between her confessed addiction and her self-identi-
fied 80s socio-economic circumstances as a recently divorced
mother who had just gotten her first job, online, Yahoo,

[http://www.earthschildren.com/ecchat], July 11, 1998.

132 For instance, one popular Earth's Children website
offers instructions for cooking Ayla's recipes in a leather
"pot,"™ online, Yahoo, [http://www.wynja.com/arch/cooking.-
html], 25 Aug. 1998.

133 gplizabeth Venant of The Los Angeles Times describes
Ayla as "half feminist, half Hollywood pin up," "A Matriarch
Promotes her Literary Clan," [Interview with Jean Auel},

(The Los Angeles Times, Sunday, Home Edition 28 Oct. 1990):
El.

13 Elizabeth Venant of The Los Angeles Times ascertains

all four novels have sold more than five million each as of
1990, (E1l); Gayle Feldman of Publishers Weekly cites further

statistics, "Auel signs major three-book deal with Crown,

Bantam" (Publishers Weekly 22 Dec. 1989): 34.

135 S5ee "Ceelie's" "Note from Crown Publishing" on the
Message Board, dated August 26, 1997 [Http://www.geocities.-
com]. In fact, at least one publisher-bookseller continues
to exploit fans' interests by underwriting an Auel website,
by hosting a Sunday 9:00 World Chat and by promoting current
novels upon similar topics under the "Alt-Reading Sugges-

tions," internet, Yahoo, [http://www.geocities.com], 12,
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July, 1998.

136 The question of the Sharamudoi's Shamud as a homo-
sexual or a "hamaphridite" posted by "Robyn" on the Auel
message board (September 9, 1997) provoked a flurry of
speculations during the month of September 1997, internet,

[Http://www.geocities.com], July 12, 1998.
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