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APPENDIX 1: SAMPLE LETTER TO POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS

Dear

I am writing to invite you to participate in my research for my dissertation, in which
I will be studying the kinds of factors that influence students’ writing but that are
not part of the writing assignment or classroom situation. That is, I am particularly
interested in discovering whether students’ writing is influenced by growing up in a
household in which English is a second or other language and whether such factors
as being a first generation college student have an effect on one’s writing choices.

Your participation in this project would include your being interviewed by me three
times during the semester (roughly at the beginning, middle and end) as well as
allowing me to have access to both the rough drafts and final products of your
written work for your classes. [ would also ask you to keep a writing log, the details
of which I will describe to you when we meet, but which, briefly, will consist of
your keeping a short record of your responses to each writing assignment you have
during the semester as well as the parts of it which you found easy or difficult. I
expect that the writing logs will take no more than twenty minutes to a half-hour of
your time, and the number of logs you write during the semester will be determined
by the number of papers you are assigned.

If you think you would be willing to participate in this study and would like to talk
with me about it, please call me at X2050 so that we can schedule some time to
meet. Participation in this study is entirely voluntary, and you or your work will not
be identified by name in my dissertation or in any subsequent writing I do about the
study. Ilook forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Theresa Ammirati

Dean of Freshmen
Instructor in English
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APPENDIX 2: SAMPLE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Name
Class Year
Place of birth
Primary language(s) spoken at home
Tell me a little about your early reading experiences.
If English is not your first language, when did you begin to speak English?
What is the highest year of education of your father?
your mother?
How would you characterize your parents’ attitude about your attending college?

Highly supportive? Generally supportive? Not very supportive?

How would you characterize their attitudes about your attending a highly selective
liberal arts college?

Highly supportive? Generally supportive? Not very supportive?

To the best of your recollection, what were your chief concemns as you began
college?

What were your chief concerns about writing?

Which classes did you take that were writing intensive?

How did you feel about them in terms of your preparation for college level writing?
Describe some of your most memorable college writing experiences.

What was the most helpful factor for you in achieving writing success?

What were the most serious stumbling blocks?
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As a senior (junior, sophomore), you have obviously overcome some of the initial

problems you may have faced. What helped you to do so?
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