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CHAPTER ONE

The Case For Open Space And Recreation Planning






The need for a separate open space and recreation plan
has often been questioned by the public. After all, since
the community's Master Plan contains open space and
recreation sections, must the facilities and lands
inventory, goals and objectives bhe restated? 1In addition,
the wisdom of allocating funds in order to inventory those
tacilities and city or town owned properties that many
resldents already use or are aware of, especially during

times of fiscal constraint, may be doubted.

One of the primary functions of the Open Space and
Recreation Plan 1is to «create a comprehensive framework in
which recreation, resource management and conservation
issues may be addressed and pollicies developed. The
creation of a successful Plan is often dependent upon the
establishment of a close working relationship between
various 1local commissions and city or town departments.
Information wvital to the planning process may be scattered
among a variety of commissions and agencies. The local

conservation commission may have already identified the

community's natural resources, flood hazard areas and
marginal lands. The community's recreation department may
have an inventory of active and passive recreational

facilities 1in addition to recreational programming and site

user information. The Planning Board, town planner or












TABLE I

LAND USE CHANGE IN THREE MASSACHUSETTS

Year 1952

Land use (in acres)
Urban 1,705
Agriculture/ 14,892

Open

Year 1951

Land use (in acres)
Urban 48,067
Agriculture/ 74,364

Open

Source: MacConnell Land Use Survey,

COUNTIES- Continued
1951-1980
Dukes County
1971 1980 Change
1951-1980
3,550 5,885 + 245 %
9,991 9,517 - 36 %
Essex County
1971 1980 Change
1951-1980
81,926 88,676 + 84 %
41,174 38,376 - 48 %
1951/52, 1%71/72, 1980

























CHAPTER TWO

The Open Space And Recreation Plan






"fair share"™ of housing growth ... and to comply with
affirmative action regqulations promulgated by the Secretary
of Environmental Affairs in 1978"  (4). With the
exceptions of several minor modifications over the
intervening years, the gulidelines established in the 1970s

remain in use today.

State guldelines mandate that current Open Space and
Recreation Plans contain seven separate sections. These
sections consist of background information on the subject
community, a statement of participation and methodology, a
statement of goals and objectives, an inventory of existing
open space and recreation sites, a needs analysis, a five
year actlon program and written comments from the planning
board, local commissions and the regional planning agency.
The required sections will be briefly described in the

following paragraphs.

Background information on the subject community |is
usually conveyed 1in the form of a community profile.
Included in the profile are a broad range of socio-economic
characteristics, a description of the community's topography

and natural features and its relation to neighboring cities

and towns. Population trends and density, the age
distribution of residents, income levels, employment
characteristics, school enrollment trends and special

- 19 -





















TABLE III

ALLOCATION OF PROGRAM RATING SYSTEM POINTS

GRANT PROGRAMS
SELF-HELP LAND and WATER
CONSERVATION FUND,

URBAN SELF-HELP

(Points) (Points)
ELEMENT ONE
Demoqraphic Factors
Population density io0 io
Percent of households
below poverty level 10 10
Median family income 10 10
Equalized valuation
per capita 10 10
Public transportation
avallability 5 -
Service to population
centers 5 -







TABLE III

ALLOCATION OF PROGRAM RATING SYSTEM POINTS- Continued

GRANT PROGRAMS

SELF-HELP

(Points)
ELEMENT TWO

Project Quality

Intergovernmental

effort 10
Planning and

implementation -
Public transit -
Project scope -

Special needs -

TOTAL POINTS 100

Source: "Open Space and Recreation Plans:

Role", Massachusetts Divislion

Services

LAND and WATER

CONSERVATION FUND,
URBAN SELF-HELP

(Points)

10

105

The State Agency's

of Conservation










(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

FOOTNOTES

"WHY OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANS 2", p. 4

"WHY OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANS 2", p. 4

Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services

"OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANS: THE STATE AGENCY'S

ROLE", p. 5

"PREPARING AN OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN",

p. 2

Additional information concerning the Self-Help, Urban
Self-Help and Land and Water Conservation Fund may be

found in the appendix of the support document.

































The needs analysls employed 1in thlis thesis project is

essentially the application of accepted open space and
recreation standards to the community's current population

and the existing open space and recreation inventory.

Several sources of accepted open space and recreation
planning standards were identified during the literature
search conducted 1in the initial planning stage. The
accompanying tables provide several examples of accepted

open space and recreation standards.

TABLE IV

SELECTED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANNING STANDARDS

Type Acres/1000 Size Population Service
People Range Served Area
Playlot na 2500 sq.ft. 500-2500 subnelighborhood

to 1 acre

Vest-Pocket na 2500 sq.ft. 500-2500 subneighborhood
Park to 1 acre

Neighborhood 2.5 min. 5 acres 2000 - .25 - .50 miles
Park to 20 acres 10000
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TABLE IV

SELECTED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANNING STANDARDS

Continued

Type Acres/1000 Size Population Service

People Range Served Area
District 2.5 20-100 acres 10000 - .50 - 3 miles
Parks 50000
Large Urban 5.0 100 + acres 1 each 1/2 hour
Park 50000 driving time
Regional 20.0 250 + acres entire 1 hour
Park small driving time

community

Source: The Natlional Recreation and Park Association
na = not applicable

sq.ft. = square feet

The National Recreation and Park Association also suggests
that a standard percentage of & community's land area

should be reserved for open space and recreation purposes.

- 43 -



"The Natlonal Recreation and Park Assoclatlon recommends

that a minimum of 25% of new towns, planned unit
subdivisions and 1large developments be devoted to park and

recreation lands and open space" (4).

TABLE IVa

SELECTED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANNING STANDARDS

Type Acres/1000 Size of Site Radius of
Population Ideal Minimum Area Served

Playgrounds .5 4 acres 2 acres 0.5 miles

Neighborhood 2.0 10 acres 5 acres 0.5 miles

Parks

Playfields 1.5 15 acres 10 acres 1.5 miles

Community 3.5 100 acres 40 acres 2.0 miles

Parks

District 2.0 200 acres 100 acres 3.0 miles

Parks

Regional 15.0 500 to varies 10.0 miles

Parks and Resexrvation 1000 acres

Source: Joseph De Chiara and Lee Koppleman (5)
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While many of the planning standards are similar, there
are variations in vocabulary, site area requirements and
the geographic 1limits of service areas. The lssue at this
juncture 1is whether or not the standards chosen for use in
the open space plan may be applied directly to the subject
community or if the standards require adjustment due to a

unique situation or feature in the community.

In general, any or all of the standards reviewed may
be successfully used to measure the approximate recreational
need 1in most communities. However, in the case of intensely
built or densely populated areas, where vacant 1land is
nonexistent or scattered about the community in small non-
contiguous parcels, dlrect application of most accepted
planning standards would meet with 1little success. One
example 1is the City of Chelsea, Massachusetts. Total land
area Iin the community is approximately one and elght tenths
square miles, with a 1980 population of approximately 25,000
persons, yet the City of Chelsea owns a total of only
twenty-six acres of open space and recreation land.
"Indeed, direct application of national standards to Chelsea
would <call for three to six times the amount of recreational

space the City currently owns" (6).



In this extreme example, the standards employed project

need based wupon a proscribed ratlio of open space or

recreation land area to population. Unfortunately, the
standards gave no consideration to the fact that Chelsea is
almost entirely built, with no remaining undeveloped areas
of significant size. To suggest that the City of Chelsea
seek to acquire an additional 75 to 150 acres of land to
meet recreational demand based on accepted planning
standards 1is ludicrous. However, the standards work in that
they did generate a recommended amount of open space and

recreation land area, albeit with limited applicablility.

As may be understood from the above example, the
problem with accepted open space and recreation standards is
not the failure of the standards to approximate community
need, but the failure of most standards to take into
account factors other than population. Prior to a
determination of 1local open space and recreation need based
solely wupon accepted planning standards, the planner must

consider local and regional circumstances that affect












(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

FOOTNOTES

"PREPARING AN OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN",

p. 1

"Losing Ground: The Case For Land Conservation 1In
Massachusetts?", Daniel S. Greenbaum and Arleen
O'Donnell, Massachusetts Audubon Society, Educational
Resources Department, South Great Road, Lincoln,

Massachusetts, October, 1987

National Recreation and Park Assoclatlion, Recreation,

Park, and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, National

Recreation and Park Association, Washington, D.C., 1983

Natlonal Park, Recreation and Open Space Standards,

1971, p. 12

Planning Design Criteria, p. 203

"City Of Chelsea - Open Space and Recreation Master

Plan, June 1987", p. 16



CHAPTER FOUR

Findings and Conclusion
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underlying assumptions of the plan are as accurate as
possible. The 1involvement of other public and private
service agencies 1in data gathering activities and data
sharing therefore reduces the planner's reliance on U.S.

Census data.

The second major lssue that arose during the open space
and recreatlion planning process was the use of accepted
planning standards as a measure of community need.
Generally accepted open space and recreation standards are
population based, with 1little attention gliven to other
community characteristics. The planning standards
reviewed during the course of this thesis project appear to
be more 1idealistic than realistic. Fiscal constraints In
the community are 1ignored by the standards, as are the
availability of undeveloped parcels of 1land and the
community's existing 1land wuse patterns. In addition,
current open space and recreation standards do not address
the fundamental differences between stable urban areas and

rapidly expanding communities or urban and rural settings.

Cleariy, some adjustment of accepted open space and
recreation standards may be needed before the standards can
be applied to individual communities. A means of wupdating
standards currently in use to reflect the realities of

budget constraints and differing community characteristics
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The planner should meet with persons involved in
community recreation activities and spend time observing
open space areas and recreation facilities. By seeking out
persons or organizations that may provide 1insights into
local open space and recreation demand, or know the history
of prior planning efforts, the planner may identify issues
that may be of assistance in solidifying community support

for a new or up-dated Plan.

In conclusion, it must be stressed that planning for
open space and recreation is as much an education process in
the value of natural resources as it is an inventory of
existing conditions, and quantification of future need.
The creation of a public awareness of the value of open
space as a finite resource is as much the planner's charge
as 1is a written report. So too, must the planner convey the
importance of, and need for, a safe and healthy park and
playground environment where persons of all ages may

participate in both passive and active leisure pursuits.

Involvement of the community's residents 1in decision
making and priority setting activities is a prerequisite for
a successful plan. The public meeting is the primary forum
in which public awareness may be fostered, concerns voiced

and information exchanged. Indeed, without public
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While acquisition of additional open space, parks or
other recreational facilities 1is a priority in many citlies
and towns, existing facilities should not be allowed to
suffer from a lack of upkeep because maintenance funds have
been spent elsewhere. The community's existing facilities
must be granted a priority in budgetary allocations. The
creation of both 1long range maintenance and acquisition
programs to establish a balanced approach to current and
future community needs may be a means to resolve potential

budget conflicts.

It is hoped that by providing a review and critique of
the exlisting Open Space and Recreation Planning process in
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a contribution to the

process has been made.
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DEFINITIONS
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space may also be used as privacy barrier or as an area In
which to conserve or protect natural resources. Open space
may range in size from a small grass buffer separating a
parking area or street from housing wunits in wurban or

suburban communities, to expansive undeveloped land holdings

in rural communities. Ownership of open space areas falls
into three general categories; public, semi-public and
private. Publicly owned open space may include

watersheds, reservations or national and municipal parks.
Semi-public open space may broadly be defined as land owned
by a group of persons for their common use. Privately owned
open space may range in size from a balcony in a multi-
family development, to thousands of acres of woodland owned

by large paper or pulp producing corporations.

Park - Often a spaclous tract of open space that may
combine lawns, wooded or wilderness areas and frequently
provides opportunity for active recreation. However, a

park may range in size from several thousand square feet in
an urban area, e.g. a reclaimed vacant 1lot, to several

hundred square miles, e.g. Glaclier or Yellowstone National

Parks.
Passive Recreation - Walking, birdwatching or sitting on a
bench in the park are several examples of passive

recreational pursuits conducted outdoors.
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Playground - Usually located at or near an elementary

school, a playground provides outdoor recreation space for
children between the ages of 5 and 12 years. Ranging in
size from 3 to 8 acres, the playground should have separate
areas for field games, playground equipment, a playlot for

preschool children and an area for quiet games or crafts.

Playlot - Playlots are most often found in urban areas or
adjacent to multi-family housing. A playlot may range in
size from 2,500 square feet to 1 acre. Located within 300
to 400 feet of housing units they serve, the playlot should
be designed for wusers up to age six. Swings, slides and

other similar playground equipment should be available.

Reqional Park - Frequently comprising an area of 250 acres

or more, a regional park may fulfill all the recreational
needs of a smaller community. Active and passive recreation
opportunities in the regional park may attract visitors from

adjacent communities.

Surface Water - Water resources located on earth's surface.

For example, reservoirs, rivers, lakes, steams and brooks.
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FACILITIES INSPECTION

In order to determine the oondition of playing surfaces and equipment,
amenities offered at the site, both natural and man-made and to identify 1land
uses adjacent to the site, Town owned open space areas and recreational
facilities were inspected on several occasions, Additional factors such as
provision for handicapped access, lighting, signage and fencing were also
included in the inspection process. Photographs of all sites were taken to
assist in identifying underutilized areas or potential assets and are on

file,

Hudson contains more than thirty publicly held open space and recreation sites
that have traditionally offered Town residents a wide variety of leisure
options, The sites range from playgrounds and parks that are the location
of recreational programming activities sponsored by the Division of Recreation,
to well sites and a Town Forest maintained by the Department of Public Works,
The Conservation Commission supervises many wetland and open space areas Town-
wide, and the School Department also offer recreational opportunities.
Moreover, other public and private organizations own property in Hudson that is
used for leisure or conservation purposes. Many of these sites including, a
riverfront park, several ballfields and conservation areas have been donated to

the Town by residents.

Reliance on local goundwater as the primary source of potable water has
prompted the community to institute aquifer protection programs. The
purchase of several properties adjacent to existing well fields has resulted in
the preservation of a significant amount open space. Most recently, the Town
acquired nineteen acres of land, off Brook Street, from the Sauta Realty Trust
for $600,000 to be used for aquifer protection, open space or other municipal
purposes, bringing the total of publicly owned open space and recreational land
to 621.10 acres.

The Hudson Division of Recreation and the Department of Public Works have
adopted a close working relationship to share responsibility for the sites,
Groundskeeping and maintenance of the sites are carried out by the Department
of Public Works while the Division of Recreation conducts programming activity
and coordinates events, The Department of Public Works also maintains those
portions of public school sites used by the Division of Recreation,

Although the responsibility for planning, providing, and maintaining open space
and recreation areas is divided among various departments and commissions the
ultimate authority rests with the Town Meeting, The Planning Board is
required by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 41, Section 81-D to create a
Master Plan to include, among other items, parks, parkways and playgrounds.
The General Law also includes provision for the revision of an existing plan or
the making of a new plan. The Conservation Commission also assumes
responsibility for the preparation of a plan, Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 40, Section 8c calls for the preparation of plans that may include a
conservatior and passive outdoor recreation plan consistent with the Town

Master Plan.,
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INVENTORY

The following pages contain a site by site review of publicly held, or
privately held but used by the public, open space and recreation areas in
Hudson, Sites are 1listed alphabetically, with an inventory of Town owned
property preceding property owned by other governmental entities, and
privately owned but used by the public open space and recreation areas listed
last, A summary of sites inventoried identifying the site, its ownership and
size may be found at the end of the section.

The Town of Hudson contains more than thirty Town owned as well as and several
other fine open space and recreation facilities held by other entities. The
following inventory of these passive and active recreational areas is a
summary of location; ownership; the agency responsible for management of the
site; zoning; acreage; use; oondition; and recreation equipment, where
appropriate.

TOWN CWNED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES

APSLEY PARK

Location: Riverview and Port Streets

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Park Commission/Department of Public Works
Zoning: SB .

Area: 87,120 square feet 2 acres

Use: Passive

Condition: Fair

Bquipment: None

CENTENNIAL BEACH

Location: Fort Meadow Reservoir
Ownership: Town of Hudson
Agency: Park Commission/Department of Public Works/Conservation Commission
Zoning: SB
Area: 348,480 square feet 8 acres
Use: Active
Condition: Fair
Equipment: Dock system Row boat with oars
Comfort station Playground equipment

CHAPIN FIELD

Location: Chapin Road

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Park Commission/Department of Public Works

Zoning: SB-1, SB-3

Area: 193,842 square feet 4,45 acres

Use: Active

Condition: Good

Equipment: 2 Baseball diamonds 2 Backstops
Dugouts Benches
Concession stand Scoreboard
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TOWN OWNED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES - CONTINUED

CHERRY STREET PLAYGROUND

Location: Cherry Street

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Park Commission/Department of Public Works

Zoning: M-4

Area: 179,903 square feet 4.13 acres

Use: Active

Condition: Good

Bquipment: Softball diamond Playground equipment
Fenced

CRYSTAL SPRINGS

Locations Still Drive

ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission

Zoning: SB

Area: 205,168 square feet 4,71 acres (Portion of site in Hudson)
Use: Passive

Condition: Good .

Equipment: None

DANFORTH CONSERVATION AREA (Including Pickles Pond)

Location: Lincoln Street

Ownerships: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission

Zoning: SA-8

Area: 2,256,408 square feet 51,8 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Equipment: None

FARINA FIELD

Location: Cox and Manning Streets

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Park Commission/Department of Public Works
Zoning: SA-8

Area: 114,563 square feet 2.63 acres

Uses Active

Condition: Good

Bquipment: Baseball diamond
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TOWN OWNED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES - CONTINUED

GATES POND/CRYSTAL SPRING

Location: Town of Berlin

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning:

Area: 3,484,800 square feet 80 acres (Portion of site in Berlin)
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: None

HOG BROCK

Location: Off Route 62, near Linden Street
Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission

Zoning: SB-3

Area: 503,554 square feet 11.57 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: None

LAND, OFF CAUSEWAY STREET

Location: Off Causeway Street

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission

Zoning: SA-8

Area: 22,215 square feet .51 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Equipment: None

LIBERTY PARK

Location: Wood Square

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works/Park Commission
Zoning: C-1

Area: 11,861 square feet .27 acres

Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: Benches
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TOWN OWNED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES — CONTINUED

MORSE PROPERTY

Location: off Causeway Street
Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission
Zoning: SB

Area: 696,960 square feet 16 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: None

MOULTON'S FIELD

Location: Dewey, Marion and Felton Streets

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works/Parks Commission

Zoning : SB :

Area: 152,460 square feet 3.5 acres

Use: Active

Oondition: Good

Bquipment: Basketball court Tennis court
Softball diamond Playground equipment
Fenced Lighted

O'DONNELL FIELD

Location: Brigham Street
ownership: Town of Hudson
Agency: Department of Public Works/Parks Commission
Zoning: SB
Area: 462,607 square feet 10,62 acres
Use: Active
Condition: Good
BEquipment: Baseball diamond Backstop
4 Soccer goals

PIERCE ESTATES

Location: Off Murphy Road

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission

Zoning: SA-5

Area: 174,240 square feet 4,00 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

BEquipment: None
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TOWN OWNED OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES - CONTINUED

TRIPPS POND

Location: Green and River Streets

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works/Parks Commission
Zoning: SB

Area: 326,700 square feet 7.5 acres

Use: Passive

Condition: Good/fair

BEquipment: None

WOOD PARK

Location: Park Street
Ownership: Town of Hudson
Agency: Department of Public Works/Parks Commission
Zoning: SB
Area: 217,800 square feet 5 acres
Use: Passive/active
Condition: Good
BEquipment: Bandstand Shelter
Benches Playground equipment

TOWN OWNED SCHOOLS

COX STREET SCHOOL

Location: Cox Street

ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: School Department

Zoning: M-5

Area: 1,489,623 square feet 34,2 acres

Use: Active

Condition: Good

Bquipment: 2 Softball diamonds Playground equipment
Backstops

CARMELA A, FARLEY SCHOOL

Location: Packard Street

Oownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: School Department

Zoning: SA-8

Area: 781,031 square feet 17.93 acres

Use: Active

Condition: Good

BEquipment: Baseball diamond Playground equipment
Basketball court
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TOWN OWNED SCHOOLS - CONTINUED

FOREST AVENUE SCHOOL

Location: Forest Avenue

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: School Department

Zoning: SB

Area: 892,980 square feet

Use: Active

Condition: Good

Bquipment: Baseball diamond
2 Tennis courts
Fenced

JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL

Location: Manning Street

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: School Department

Zoning:SA-8

Area: 930,006 square feet

Use: Active

Condition: Good

Bquipment: Baseball diamond
Benches

HUDSON HIGH SCHOOL

Location: Brigham Street
Ownership: Town of Hudson
Agency: School Department
Zoning: SB

Area: 603,306 square feet
Use: Active

Condition: Good
Bquipment: Gymnasium

20.5 acres

Softball diamond
1/2 Court basketball court
Playground equipment

21.35 acres

Softball diamond
Backstops

13.85 acres

HUBERT SCHOOL/KELLY PLAYGROUND

Location: Broad Street
Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: School Department/Parks Commission

Zoning: SA-8

Area: 58,800 square feet
Use: Active

Condition: Good

1.35 acres

Bquipment: Playground equipment

- 20 -



TOWN OWNED WELLS, WELL FIELDS, WATER TANKS AND WATER TOWERS

OOOLIDGE STREET WATER TANK

Location: Coolidge Street

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission/Department of Public Works
Zoning: M-1

Area: 1,151,726 square feet 26,44 acres

QOX STREET WELL

Location: Cox Street

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: SB

Area: 443,440 square feet 10.18 acres

CRANBERRY WELL

Location: Parmenter Road

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: SA-8

Area: 1,160,438 square feet 24,64 acres

NEW WELL #3

Location: Chestnut Street, north of MBTA railroad tracks
Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: M-6

Area: 3,884,245 square feet 89,17 acres

KANE WELL #1 and DEC WELL #2

Location: Chestnut Street and Main Street, south of MBTA railroad tracks
Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: SA-5

Area: 2,315,702 square feet 53.16 acres
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TOWN OWNED WELLS, WELL FIELDS, WATER TANKS AND WATER TOWERS - CONTINUED

MURPHY WATER TANK

Location: Murphy Road

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: SA-5

Area: 99,316 square feet 2.28 acres

POPE'S HILL WATER TOWER

Location: Belleview Street

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: SB

Area: 83,635 square feet 1,92 acres

ROUNDTOP WATER TANK

Location: Saratoga Drive

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Conservation Commission/Department of Public Works
Zoning: SA-8

Area: 355,014 square feet 8.15 acres

RIMKUS WELL

Location: River Road

Ownership: Town of Hudson

Agency: Department of Public Works

Zoning: SB

Area: 443,876 square feet 10.19 acres

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES OWNED BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES

STATE FOREST

Location: Main Street

Ownership: Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Agency: Department of Forests and Parks
Zoning: SA-8

Area: 4,782,452 square feet 109,79 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: None
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OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SITES OWNED BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES~CONTINUED

WHITEPOND ROAD WATERSHED

Location: Whitepond Road

Ownership: Town of Maynard

Agency: Town of Maynard

Zoning: SA-8

Area: 5,793,480 square feet 133 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: None

QUASI-PUBLIC AND PRIVATE OPEN SPACE -AND RECREATION SITES

HUDSON BOYS CLUB

. Location: Church Street

Ownership: Non-profit

Zoning: C~-1

Area: 25,051 square feet .58 acres
Use: Active

Condition: Good

BEquipment:

HUDSON GIRLS CLUB

Location: Lincoln Street

Ownership: Nonprofit

Zoning: SB

Area: 28,070 square feet .64 acres
Use: Active

Condition: Good

Bquipment:

NEW ENGLAND FOREST

Location: Chestnut and Murphy Streets
Ownership: New England Forestry Foundation
Agency: New England Forestry Foundation
Zoning: SA-5

Area: 1,315,512 square feet 30.2 acres
Use: Passive

Condition: Good

Bquipment: None
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Site Recommendations-Continued
) CHERRY STREET PLAYGROUND

Action
Enhance all recreational opportunities at playground,
Light facility for night use.
Utilize proximity to River to create waterfront walkways.
Construct exercise stations along proposed walkway.
Add a basketball and tennis court.

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget.
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

[ ] QOX STREET ICE SKATING AREA

Action
Recycle unused ice skating area into an active recreation use
requiring small area, e.g. tot-lot, basketball or tennis courts,

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget,
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.

[ ] COX STREET SCHOOL

Action
Realign existing driveway to pass closer to school building to
allow recreational use of front lawn,

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget.
School Department maintenance budget.

° DANFORTH OONSERVATION AREA

Action
Clear overgrown trails and paths.
Use area as an outdoor classroom for recreation awareness and
environmental education programs.
Conduct walking tours to Danforth Falls,

Funding Source

Self Help Program,
Land and Water Conservation Fund,
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Site Recommendations—Continued
® FARINA FIELD PLAYGROUND

Action
Upgrade softball field

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget.
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.

® FARLEY SCHOOL

Action
Increase amount of playground equipment.
Utilize proximity of Farley School to the banforth Conservation
Area to promote recreation awareness/environmental education
program,

Funding Source
Self Help Program
Land and Water Conservation Fund
School Department maintenance budget.

® FOREST AVENUE SCHOOL

Action
Resurface tennis oourts,
Upgrade ballfield.
Resurface infield,
Level and turf outfield,
Erect backstop.
Light for night use,

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget.
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.
School Department maintenance budget.

° HUDSON HIGH SCHOOL
Action
Give evening recreational use of school gymnasium first priority
when scheduling group activities,

Funding Source
None
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Site Recommendations-Continued
° HUBERT SCHOOL/KELLY PLAYGROUND

Action
Reduce size of parking lot, increase size of play area.
Use a low fence or landscaping to separate the play area from the
parking lot,
Replace asphalt surface with of play area with grass or sand.

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget.
School Department maintenance budget.,

° JOHN F, KENNEDY SCHOOL

Action
Upgrade ballfields.
Regrade and resurface infields.
Level and turf outfields.
Install fencing and backstops.
Expand open portion of site to accommodate a regulation soccer or
field hockey field,
Install lighting for night use,

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget, .
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.
School Department maintenance budget.

° LIBERTY PARK

Action
Replace broken benches with weather resistant type seating.

Funding Source
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.,

° MOULTON FIELD

Action
Upgrade ballfield
Resurface tennis and basketball courts,
Replace existing backboards and rims.
Bquip both courts with appropriate type nets.

Funding Source

Recreation Division maintenance budget,
Land and Water Conservation Fund,
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Site Recommendations—Continued
® O'DONNELL, FIELD

Action
Construct lighted, regulation size soccer field.
Acquire easement to link O'Donnell Field to Wood Park.
Construct a buffer of plantings or fencing to isolate proposed
link between O'Donnell Field and Wood Park from active
recreation,

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget.
Land and Water Conservation Fund,

° RIVERSIDE PARK

Action
Build an indoor sports complex on an undeveloped portion of the
site.
Construct a swimming pool suitable for competition.
Construct dance and weight rooms,
Construct an indoor track.
Construct tennis or racquetball courts.
Construct a multi-purpose gymnasium,

Funding Source
Bond issue,
Urban Self Help,

° SAINT MICHAEL'S BALLFIELD

Action
Acquire site from Archdiocese of Boston,

Funding Source
Donation,
Land and Water Conservation Fund.,

° SAUTA PROPERTY

Action

Develop this newly acquired parcel as an active recreation site,
Due to lack of recreation areas in the eastern portion of Hudson,
this site should be developed to address the recreation needs of
every agde group, Activities should range from playground
equipment for the very young, to playing fields for children aged
6 to 14 years, an athletic field for young people and adults, a
jogging or walking path with exercise stations and a portion
retained as undeveloped open space.

Funding Source
Land and Water Conservation Fund.
Self help.
Aquifer Land Acquisition Program,
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Site Recommendations-Continued
® TRIPP'S POND/HOG BROOK

Action
Promote use of entire site as a passive recreation area.
Regrade former beach area,
Selectively remove wild shrubs and undergrowth to allow walking
paths or nature trails.
Use landscaping to stabilize banks of Pond now covered by the
beach.
Remove swingset frame.

Funding Source
Recreation Division maintenance budget,
Department of Public Works maintenance budget.

® WOOD PARK

Action
Acquire an easement to connect Wood Park to O'Donnell Field.
Construct roof over bandstand.
Clear excessive undergrowth from along the banks of the Assabet
River to enhance viewlines and security.
Repair existing lighting.

Funding Source
Self Help.
City and Town Commons Program,
Public Access Program.
Acquisition of Land Fronting on Rivers and Streams,

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION ACTION PLAN

The purpose of the Action Plan is to rank by priority, all site specific
improvements, facility upgrades and land acquisitions recommended in the Open
Space and Recreation Plan. The Action Plan establishes a five year timeline
during which recommendations would be implemented, Like the recommendations
section, the Action Plan should be flexible enough to allow for modification
or revision in the Plan in response to demographic changes, economic conditions
or changing community goals and priorities.

1987-1988

°® Create, adopt and implement a long range comprehensive maintenance
program for all Town-owned open space and recreation areas.,

°® Construct an active recreation playfield in the southeast portion of
the Town using the former Sauta Property. The proposed park should
provide recreational opportunity for all age groups and include,
playground equipment, playfields, an athletic field, 3jogging or
walking paths and exercise stations and retain portion as undeveloped
open space.



ACTION PLAN-CONTINUED

Upgrade and expand athletic fields at the John F, Kennedy School.

°
Renovate baseball fields.
Light for night use.
Expand site open portion of the site to create a regulation soccer or
field hockey field,
° Clear overgrown trails at Danforth Conservation Area,
Institute nature walks and environmental education programs using Town-
owned open space as an outdoor classroom,
° Replace asphalt surface of Hubert School/Kelly Playground play area
with grass or sand,
1988-1989
° Promote Tripp's Pond/Hog Brook as a passive recreation area,
Selectively remove a portion of wild shrubs and undergrowth growing on
beach to allow walking paths or nature trails,
1988-1989
° Link Apsley and Wood Parks to O'Donnell Field and Riverside Park,
Acquire a parcel of land oconnecting the sites through donation, or
purchase easement to connect sites, if necessary.
Repair bridge connecting both parks.
Construct roof over bandstand base in Wood Park.
1989-1990
° Construct lighted, regulation size soccer field in O'Donnell Field.
Isolate proposed link between Apsely and Wood Parks by fencing or
plantings from portion of site devoted to active recreation,
° Resurface tennis courts at Forest Avenue School,
Upgrade ballfield.
Light for night use
° Replace broken benches in Liberty Park with weather resistant type
seating.
° Acquire Saint Michael's Ballfield from the Archdiocese of Boston to
remain in use as an active recreation site.
° Renovate Moulton Field
Upgrade ballfield
Resurface tennis and basketball courts
° Recycle unused Cox Street ice skating area into an active recreation

requiring little space, e.g. Basketball courts,
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1980
Age
Under 5 1,149
5 213
6 225
7-9 808
10-13 1,243
14 329
15 318
16 342
17 462
18 314
19 302
20-24 1,414
25-34 2,707
35-44 1,997
45-54 1,874
55-59 733
60-64 563
65-74 773
75+ 665

Total 16,431

POPULATION BY AGE

1980



TOWN OF HUDSON RECREATION PROGRAMS

Program Name Number of Participants
Cheerleading 28
Exceptional Children 16
Exception Sunshine Camp 27
Playground Program 143
Swim Instruction 494
Swim Team 57
Swim League 5 teams
Tot Lot 105
Youth Basketball 8 teams
Youth Golf Instruction : 8
Youth Gymnastics 18
Youth Tennis Instruction 136
Adult Aerobics 50
Adult Cross Country Ski 30
Adult Golf Instruction 17
Adult Tennis Instruction 12
Volleyball 20

The Division of Recreation also oonducts special recreation programs, e.q.
ooncerts, oookouts, tournaments and outings.
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OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS

Information complied by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs
concerning select funding sources for open space and recreation planning in
Massachusetts communities follows, All quotations cited below are from
Space Programs an informational booklet, released in January 1987, by the
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.

Acaquisition of Land Fronting on Rivers and Streams
M.G.L. Chapter 723, section 9A

"The rivers acquisition program .identifies and protects parcels of land on
Massachusetts' rivers, in particular those that are now of increased aesthetic,
recreational and sporting value, The rivers named in the bill are: Charles,
Millers, Nashua, Squannacook, Assabet, Housastonic, Shawsheen, Merrimack, and
Spicket, Any Massachusetts river can be included in this program,”

Aquifer Land Acquisition Program
M.G.L. Chapter 723, M.G.L, Chapter 286

"This program provides grants to reimburse municipalities for the acquisition
of land to protect groundwater resources., The program has two components: the
Phase I study, to determine the zones of contribution around an aquifer, and
the acquisition program, the program reimburses for the entire cost of an
acquisition, with a maximum grant of $500,000 available per project."

Bay Circuit Program
M.G.L., 233 Acts of 1984

"This program provides for acquisition of land in 50 cities and towns lying
more or less between Routes 128 and 495, as specified in M.G.L. 631 of Acts of
1956, It also provides for planning grants to those cities and towns.”

"The goal of the planning grants and acquisitions is to create a system of
parks and open spaces that are connected by roads, trails and waterways. DEM
is working with each community to determine the route of the Bay Circuit so
that it can meet local as well as regional environmental and recreational
objectives. Special criteria have been developed to guide land acquisition
decisions.” '

City and Town Commons Program
M.G.L. Chapter 723, section 9F

*"This program provides for grants to cities and towns for the development and
restoration of city and town coommons or centers, The program also provides
money for acquisition of land for this purpose.*

"This program paves the way for restoration of the cultural and historic
centers of commnities in Massachusetts and for the subsequent private sector
improvement in these areas, All Massachusetts communities are eligible.



OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS—-CONTINUED

All quotations cited below are from Open Space Programs an informational
booklet, released in January 1987, by the Executive Office of Environmental
affairs,

Land and Water Conservation Fund

*This program is administered nationally by the National Park Service, and in
Massachusetts by the Division of Conservation Services, provides reimbursement
grants of up to 50% for the acquisition and development of outdoor recreation
facilities,"

Public Access Program
M.G.L. Chapter 723 section 9K, M,G.L., Chapter 21 section 17a

"This program provides for the acquisition of lake, pond, saltwater and
riverfront property for public access to these water bodies primarily for
boaters and canoeists, The program also acquires land for trails.”

Self Help Program
M.G.L. Chapter 132A section 11

*This program provides grants of up to 80% of project cost to municipalities
for the acquisition of public open space for passive recreation and
conservation purposes, It allows communities to keep open important areas for
local outdoor activities, educational purposes and environmental protection,
including reservoir protection, trails, watershed protection, fresh and salt
water access and beaches, wetlands, archeological sites and farmland.”
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