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square feet all lot sizes in Residence A, B and C districts
have been upgraded at least once since 1930. In the Resi-
dence A district, requirements for single family lot size
were upgraded in 1969 from 10,000 square feet to 15,000
square feet. Minimum lot sizes in the Residence B district
for single family and two-family uses have been increased
twice, once in 1960 and once in 1969. The minimum sizes for
the uses shown in the Residence C district were also increas-
éd at the same time in 1960 as those in the Residence B
district. In fact, all amendments relating to increasing
minimum lot sizes in residence zones have occurred in the
last twelve years or since 1960,

The previous data would seem to indicate the desires
of townspeople and elected officials to prevent the prolif-
eration of small lot sizes and the greater population density
which results.

Required lot sizes for certain selected uses in the
three residence districts are shown in Table V. Minimum lot
sizes for a single family home ranged from 10,000 s.f. in a
Residence A district to 4,000 s.f. in a Residence C district.

Whether incremental changes of this nature represent
sound overall land use planning will be called into serious
question by this study. However, this is not meant to be
overly critical of the town’s policy since their ability to

enact sweeping land use reforms is constrained by several
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highest and best use (see Critique of Zoning, Chapter III).
Many communities especially suburban ones employ the techni-
que of ”"fiscal zoning.” Under this technique, a property
owner’s land is zoned in such a way that the owner will pay
more for taxes than the town will pay for services rendered
to the property owner. Narragansett itself is concerned
with encouraging uses that will contribute positively to the
Town’s economic base. This situation is likely to continue

as long as the property tax remains the primary source of

revenue for local government.

Proposed Zoning Ordinance

The proposed zoning ordinance, currently under con-
sideration by the Town Council and the citizens of
Narragansett, has undergone several revisions since its
initial draft in May of 1968. The revised zoning ordinance
proposes to increase the number of zoning districts from the
six allowed currently to ten zoning districts. Table VIITI
illustrates the approximate relationship of the proposed
zoning districts to the current districts. Under the
proposed plan, four residence districts would be retained,
and the minimum lot size requirements for each residence
district would also remain the same. For greater specificity
the original business D zone would be subdivided into three

business zones, and the original commercial ¥ zone would be
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