




















Force on LSCA Reauthorization, has
chaired the White House Conference
on Library and Information Services
(WHCLIST) Task Force, and has tes-
tified before Congress and the
National Commission on Libraries
and Information Science (NCLIS).

Carol K. DiPrete, for her work
as a member of the National
Commission on Libraries and
Information Science (NCLIS).

Members of the Anniversary
Honor Roll will be formally recog-
nized at the gala ALA Washington
Office 50th Anniversary Dinner in
Washington on May 6th.

MESSAGE FROM THE
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

ILA HAS A NEW state-of-the-art
embership database! We listened

to your comments and suggestions
and embarked on a total upgrade and
“renovation” of the membership data-
base. Database consultant Dana Ryan
was hired in January to engineer a sys-
tem that would enable us to maintain
our member list efficiently and gener-
ate statistics, reports, and, most
importantly, our own mailing labels.

In March, Deby Nunes, RILA’s
new Administrative Assistant, helped
us with the second phase of the mem-
bership mailing that you recently
received. Deby is a technical services
librarian at Warwick Public Library
and is a veritable whiz with computers.
Her expertise with computers and
familiarity with libraries will be a
tremendous asset in maintaining an
accurate membership database and
handling all of RILA’s future mailings.
Deby can be reached by courier at
Warwick Public Library (ILL code is
WAR); by telephone at 885-0827; or
via e-mail at debyns@dsl.rhilinet.gov.

Our thanks to those of you who
have already sent in your 1996 RILA
dues! To those of you who have not
yet done so, we urge you to take a

minute to do so today. Your member-
ship dues directly support all of RILA’s
activities from the upcoming Spring
Conference to programs like the RILA
Career Day at URI.

The RILA Second Annual Career
Day, which is sponsored by the
Membership Committee, will be held
in URI Library’s Galanti Lounge on
Wednesday, April 24th from 12-3.
Anyone interested in a career in librar-
ianship or simply interested in
libraries is welcome to attend.

Your 1996 RILA membership card
to be arriving soon after you renew.
The card entitles you to a 10% profes-
sional discount at any of the following
locations.

Aardvark Picture Frame Company
5792 Post Road
East Greenwich, Rhode Island

Apple Eyewear
Koch Eye Building
566 Tollgate Road

Warwick, Rhode Island

College Hill Bookstore
252 Thayer Street
Providence, Rhode Island

Little Professor Book Center
University Heights Shopping Center
North Main Street
Providence, Rhode Island

National Car Rental
All six locations

Twice Told Tales
2210 Broad Street
Cranston, Rhode Island

Thanks again for your patience
and input during our review and ren-
ovation of the membership database.

Patience Bliss
Carol DiPrete
Co-Chairs

Changes...Changes...
Changes...
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year’s joint conference with RIEMA,
and the location is a new one, but it
is a return to our long-established
format and time of year.

Changes are everywhere. I am
now never quite sure what the next
six months will look like in the
library. 'm sure you will agree with
me that we all need to learn to plan
for change and realize that this is
the major professional concern that
we will face in the next few years.

RILA's at home on the web!
See the new Home Page at:
http://www.library.uri.edu/
rila/rila/html.

In order to help us with this chal-
lenge, I have asked an expert in this
area to be the Presidential Speaker at
the RILA conference on Thursday
evening, June 6. Ann Wolpert, newly
appointed University Librarian at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
will share her ideas and insights. We
all need to learn to take charge of our
ever-changing environment, no mat-
ter if we are involved with children’s
services, technical services, adminis-
tration, reference, or circulation, or
whether we work in public, academic,
special, or school libraries.

[ hope you like the changes and
our attempts to help deal with change.
Please let me know if you see any
other areas in RILA that need to be
evaluated and, perhaps, changed.

Ve

Donna Dufault,
President
Rhode Island Library Association




The Bulletin Readership Survey

n January the Publications Committee sent a survey on the Bulletin to about half of RILA’s members. Some sixty-five
Iof you responded, and we are grateful for and encouraged by your interest. More than two-thirds of you are gener-
ally satisfied with the Bulletin’s content and usually read it all. You sent us useful suggestions for changes, and we will
try to incorporate your ideas over the coming year.

Most of you want to continue receiving the Bulletin in hard copy. Many of you suggested posting news items, event
notices, and selected reports on LORI, and we will investigate that.

Almost all of you agreed with us that the Bulletin needed a makeover. Several of you also want us to include
more photographs, and we will try. This issue sports our new look. We have used a different kind of paper,
redesigned the nameplate and the layout, and made the text less dense. Do you like it?

In terms of the Bulletin’s content, most of you want more news of people and specific libraries. You want to know
about people, ideas, grants, buildings, programs, and services at Rhode Island’s libraries. We could really use your help
in this area. If you think someone or something in your library (or any other library) is particularly interesting, please
let us know. (Our names and phone numbers are still on the back page.) Better still, write it up for us; we welcome
your submissions.

Many of you also want us to cover more current issues and developments within our field. You would like those
articles to be more practical than theoretical: to relate how other libraries (especially in our region) have dealt with
specific issues. Again, we can use your help. If you would like to suggest (or to write!) an article, please let us know.

Several of you enjoyed our holiday book list and would like to see more lists of recommended books. You
suggested lists of books on topics of special interest and lists of materials about Rhode Island and/or by Rhode
Island authors.

Finally, some of you want to see more articles on library technology. Some also want political news and news on
legislation that affects libraries. Others want some reports from RILA’s committees and the Executive Board.
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