University of Rhode Island

DigitalCommons@URI

RILA Bulletin Rhode Island Library Association

10-1992

Bulletin of the Rhode Island Library Association v. 65, no. 10

RILA

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila_bulletin

Recommended Citation

RILA, "Bulletin of the Rhode Island Library Association v. 65, no. 10" (1992). RILA Bulletin. Book 210.
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila_bulletin/210https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila_bulletin/210

This Book is brought to you by the University of Rhode Island. It has been accepted for inclusion in RILA Bulletin by
an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@URI. For more information, please contact digitalcommons-
group@uri.edu. For permission to reuse copyrighted content, contact the author directly.


https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila_bulletin
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila_bulletin?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Frila_bulletin%2F210&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/rila_bulletin/210?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Frila_bulletin%2F210&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons-group@uri.edu
mailto:digitalcommons-group@uri.edu

Rhode Island Isibrary
Hssociation Bulletin

o

N
C

V. 65N. 10

Volume No.

ISSN:0146 - 8685

October 1992 )

HELIN: Higher Education Library Information Network

BY CAROL K. DIPRETE

The virtual library, proposed and discussed by Elizabeth Myers in a recent DSLS Newsletter, is based on a compre-
hensive plan of coordination and cooperation by and among all Rhode Island libraries. HELIN, the computerized
library system used by many of Rhode Island’s academic libraries, would (along with CLAN) presumably be a corner-
stone of this virtual library. The following article, by Carol DiPrete, helps all Rhode Island librarians become

acquainted with HELIN and its operations.

HELIN, the Higher Education Library
Information Network, is an integrated comput-
erized library system shared by five higher edu-
cation institutions: the University of Rhode
Island (which serves as the central site), Rhode
Island College, the Community College of
Rhode Island, Roger Williams University, and
Providence College. The HELIN consortium was
formed in 1984 among the three public higher
education institutions for the purpose of sharing
an automated circulation system. In 1990 Roger
Williams became a member of HELIN, followed
by Providence College in 1992.

The system uses the Innovative Interfaces
Inc. (III, or “triple I”) software. Five modules
have already been installed; however, no one
institution is presently using all of the modules.
The modules in use are circulation, reserves,
the online catalog, an OCLC interface, and
acquisitions. In the future the serials module
will be installed. Communication from the cen-
tral site to remote sites is provided through a
contract with Data Comm, an information
telecommunications company.

The database consists of approximately one
million titles, almost two million volumes with only
a 32% overlap. Each institution brings a unique-
ness to the consortium. RIC has an excellent edu-
cation collection; PC has extensive holdings in

philosophy and religion; CCRI provides technolo-
gy materials; RWU has a strong architecture col-
lection; and URI has important collections in
marine biology, engineering, and business.
Governance of HELIN is provided by the
Management Committee, which consists of the
directors of the respective libraries. Each institu-
tion carries one vote. Each institution also has one
staff member designated as the Institutional
Representative, who acts as both an on-site trou-
ble-shooter and a liaison (through the
Institutional Representatives Committee) with
other institutions. There are other committees
composed of librarians from each institution
which deal with more specific issues. These com-
mittees are Reference, Cataloging, Circulation,
Acquisitions, and Serials. Each of these commit-
tees makes recommendations to the Management
Committee which sets policy for the consortium.
Innovative Interface’s software is known to
be “user friendly.” Some of the features of the
HELIN online catalog are: authority control for
both subject headings and authors’ names; sub-
ject searching using LC subject headings which
may be rotated (entered not in exact subdivision
order); keyword searching of titles and contents
notes; keyword searching of subject headings
(future enhancement); and displaying the circu-
lation status of items. OCLC records can be
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transferred directly into the online catalog. The
system can also be used to order materials and to
generate management reports to use in deci-
sion-making about use of library materials.

An agreement has been signed by all of the
institutions which outlines institutional responsi-
bilities. One of the major issues was agreeing to
have reciprocal borrowing among the members
of HELIN. The agreement also outlines distribu-
tion of costs. Other decisions had to be made so
that sharing a system would run smoothly. One
decision was that all institutions will use full
MARC records; another was that the last-entered
cataloging record will overlay (replace) previously
entered records. If a patron is blocked from using
one library, he/she will be blocked from using all
of the libraries. If a patron borrows from one
library and does not return materials, then the
home library is responsible for those materials.

Each year HELIN becomes a little more
sophisticated in its governance structure, its
communication patterns, and its use of the sys-
tem. As is true of most consortia, HELIN has
experienced its share of growing pains and is
developing into a mature system.

A big question that is looming is how HELIN,
CLAN, and other library systems will interface or
whether they will at all. That is the next genera-
tion of sharing resources which needs to be
addressed at the statewide level using the
Department of State Library Services and the
Library Board as conduits. This would move us
toward “The Library of Rhode Island” concept as
outlined in the DSLS Newsletter of March-April
1992. It is the unique collections of each Rhode
Island library which offer the best resources and
services to our users. Now is the time to consider
a statewide database or a network of all types of
libraries, with all of the actors involved.

Carol DiPrete is Dean of Academic Services/Director of
Libraries, Roger Williams University

Columbus Symposium
At State House

The two-year humanities series,
“Christopher Columbus: From Genoa to the
New World,” will present its final discussion pro-
gram in the Executive Chamber, Room 222, at
the Rhode Island State House on Wednesday
evening, October 21 at 7 p.m. The program will

be free and open to the public, announced
Barbara Weaver, Director of the Department of
State Library Services (DSLS).

“This project has criss-crossed the state in
the last two years, visiting fifteen libraries, two
city halls, a college campus and a bank lobby,”
said Weaver. “And we are very pleased that it will
be at the State House at the precise moment of
the 500th anniversary.”

The project, Weaver explained, has two parts.
The exhibit consists of thirty colorful posters
which illustrate the life and achievements of
Christopher Columbus. It contains reproduc-
tions of rare archival documents, photographs of
significant locations in the Old and New Worlds,
and ancient and modern nautical charts. The
exhibit was a gift of the Italian government to the
John Carter Brown Library, which organized the
project along with the DSLS.

The second part of the project was a lecture
series in which scholars from the faculties of
Brown University, Rhode Island College, the
University of Rhode Island and the Naval War
College examined the positive and negative
effects of the Encounter between the two worlds.

During the month of October the exhibit will
be on display just behind the rotunda in the
State House, said Weaver. And on the evening of
October 21, six scholars will discuss with a public
audience the many repercussions of Columbus’s
fateful voyage, including the explosion of scien-
tific knowledge, the tragic decimation of native
populations, and the exchanges of food, diseases,
and plants between the Old and the New Worlds.

“We are calling this event a symposium,
because Webster’s defines a symposium as a social
gathering at which there is free interchange of
ideas. That’s what we hope will happen on the
evening of October 21 at the State House.”

Weaver said the organizers were grateful to
the Rhode Island Committee for the
Humanities, which provided major funding for
the project, as well as to the Rhode Island
Foundation and Hospital Trust National Bank,
which provided additional funding.

For further information about the
Columbus exhibit or the State House
Symposium, call the Department of State
Library Services at 277-2726.




Wilson Information
System News
WILSONDISC" Software Version 2.4

An enhanced verion with oll the fearures you've
requested: improved jounal tigeing, enhanced
WILSEARCH mode searching, expanded
BROWSE mode search capabihiey, and much more!

PC-Compatible

WILSONDISC Workstation

This new workstation option includes an internal
Hitachi CD-IROM drive, MS-DOS CD-ROM
Extensions, various hardware and software
upgrade options, a complete package of reference
software, and a generous warranty package.

Call roll-free for details.

Wilson Abstracts
RGA Select Edition—in Print
and on WILSONDISC
Find key information on topics of current interest
quickly and easily with this CD-ROM version of
Readers’ Guide Abstracts Seler Edition (formerly
RGA School and Public Library Edition). RGA Select
Edition provides high-quality indexing and
abstractng of some 25,0000 articles from 2441 core
periodicals and is available with the following sub-
\R'T'I'Pll()” ()PUU]I‘\':
Monthly Option: $995 (12/year),
includes no-charge online access
School Year Option: $695 (9/year),
includes no-charge online access.
Quarterly Option: $395 (4/year).
Also available in print for as litle as $199 per year

Wilson Business Abstracts™
“The quality of this database is very good. All of the
abstracts are written by Wilson...they are clear and
convey the essential points of an article. WBA is
priced significantly lower than ABI/INFORM.”
—REFERENCE QUARTERLY
Available on CD-ROM, magnetic tape, and online,
IWBA speeds the search for business information.
Providing quick, easy access to more than 75,000
abstracts each year—from 345 core penodicals—
WBA puts information as vaned and wide-ranging
as the business world self at your fingertips.
Experience the supenor quality of WBA on your
PC with the WBA demo diskette. To receive your
free demo diskette, call 800)-367-6770, Ext. 2722,

New Library Practice Tools

Senior High School

Library Catalog, 14th Edition

Scptemher + 1300pp. approx. = ISBN 0-8242-0831-5

Price 1o be amnonneed

The new updated and revised edition of this col-
lection development classic! A balanced list of over
6,000 of the best fiction and non-fiction titles for
today’s secondary school students (grades 9-12).

To Order Call Toll-Free

800-367-6770

Qutside of the US. and Canada, Call

718-588-8400

Fox 118-590-1617

The H.W. Wilson Company
950 University Avenue
Bronx, New York 10452

Sears List of Subject Headings:
Canadian Companion, 4th Edition
(companion to Sears, 14th Edition)
Compiled by Lynne Lighthall

Liggust = 72pp. approx.  [SBN (-§242-0832-3

Prige 1o be anmonneed

This renowned subject-headings list for Canadian
users has been completely updated

New Reference Works
Booktalk! 4

By Joni Richards Bodart

Jme + 312pp. approx. ¢ ISBN 0-8242-0835-8

$32.00 U8, and Canada, $36.00 otler countres

Ower 350 booktalks from acclaimed booktalker

Jom Richards Bodart. esigned to tumn students

and library patrons into avid readers.

Congressional Voting Guide
Fourth Edition

A Ten-Year Compilation

By Vietor W. Bosnich

Junie < 648pp. « ISBN (-8242-0833-1

$34.95 1S, and Canada, 3995 other conntries

An Election Year Special! Voting records of the
535 members of Congress from 1982-1992
Where do vour elected representatives stand on
the important 1ssues of the day?

Mother Goose Time

Library Programs for Babies

and their Caregivers

By Jane Marino and Dorothy F. Houlihan

June s 172pp. = ISBN (-8242-0850-1

£300.00 0.8, and Canada, $34.00 otlter countnes.

A wide assortment of gentle and intimate library
programs combining short rhymes, songs, finger
plays, and books for young children and their
('-II'("L‘"I\ ers.

Nobel Prize Winners
Supplement 1987-1991

Edited by Paula McGuire

Fall » 144pp. approx. = ISBN 0-8242-0834-X
$§35.00 LS. and Canada. $40.00 other connines

A comprehensive biographical reference
work covering the individuals and institu-
tions that have recewved the Pnze from
1987-1991.

Old Worlds to New

The Age of Exploration and Discovery
By Janet Podell and Steven Anzavin

Fall » 272pp. approx. « ISBN (-8242-0835-2

IJF“N o f‘! -”i.‘Jl‘“'FH-.‘I

Presents 75 fively biographical articles about
explorers, scienusts. and navigators of the
15th-17th centuries. An ideal resource for
middle school students

Spanish American Authors

The Twentieth Century

By Angel Flores

Fall = 928pp. approx.  ISBN 0-8242-0806-4

$100.00 LS. and Canada, §110.00 other conntries
In-depth coverage of the outstanding Spanish
American authors of this century 10 a single, casy-
to-use volume. By acclaimed scholar Angel Flores.

Whole Language: Literature,
Learning and Literacy

A Workshop in Print

By Lou Willett Stanek

Fall = 250pp. approx. » ISBN 0-8242-0837-4

Price to be ammonneed

Includes a discussion of the meaning of Whole
Language as well as sample cumculums and
extensive bibliographies

The Wilson Indexes
-Expand!-

* Education Index expands its coverage of key
literature by 19.4%.

* General Science Index study completed,
coverage expands by 33%.

* Index to Legal Periodicals will expand 1ts
coverage in the near future

* Readers’ Guide to Penodical Literature and
Readers’ Guide Abstracts add 40 new tides in
order to better serve users

A e

H.W. Wilson

ompany




Rhode Island Library Association
— 1992 Fall Conference —

Barrington Public Library
281 County Road/Routel 14
November 9,1992

Alternative dispute resolution refers to pro-
cedures for settling disputes by means other
than litigation such as arbitration, mediation, or
mini-trial. Because it is usually less costly and
more expeditious, it has become increasingly
popular in resolving disputes that would likely
otherwise involve court litigation. The
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) that has
recently taken effect encourages these types of
voluntary alternatives to litigation.

Mr. J. Michael Keating, Jr., of Tillinghast,
Collins and Graham, will discuss the uses of
alternative dispute resolution in regard to the
ADA, with particular emphasis on how libraries
can employ these procedures, where to receive
training and who should be trained. Mr.
Keating is a graduate of Holy Cross and
Georgetown University and a member of the
Human Resource-Labor Relations Group.

The program will begin with remarks by
Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary for the Rhode
Island Governor’s Commission on the
Handicapped. He will provide an overview of
the functions of this commission and the signifi-
cance of the ADA for library patrons and staff.

This program is highly relevant for librarians,
trustees, town officials and anyone interested in
learning how to mediate disputes and avoid costly
litigation.

Schedule

8:30 Registration
9:30 Program begins
1:30 Business meeting - open to all

Registration fees:
RILA/RIEMA members $20.00
Non-members $25.00
Students $15.00

Preregistration is required by November 3, 1992
For additional information contact:

Brian Walsh
Pawtucket Public Library
725-3714

Highlights from the
Executive Board Meeting
September 8, 1992

Treasurer’s Report: Judy Bell presented a brief
summation of the August 4th meeting of the
Budget & Finance Committee in preparation
for the drafting of the 1993 budget.

RIEMA Report: John Cory and Cheryl
McCarthy reported that RIEMA has sent letters
to each member regarding the September public
hearings conducted by the Children’s Cabinet
for comments on the State Child System Plan 1992-
97. RIEMA members were asked in the letter to
attend hearings if possible and strongly urge that
school and public libraries be mentioned more
prominently in the plan. The Executive Board
then decided that, because of time constraints, a
letter from the RILA President urging librarians
to attend hearings and support more emphasis
on libraries in the plan be sent via telefacsimile
to as many libraries as possible.

DSLS Report: Barbara Weaver reported (1)
that the Library Board of R. I. was meeting on
September 21st and that all meetings of this group
are open to all interested parties; upcoming dates
will be posted in the DSLS Newsletter and the RILA
Bulletin; (2) that Congress may enact a 10%
decrease in LSCA funding; (3) that, as a result of
Hurricane Andrew, over $20 million damage was
suffered by the Miami-Dade County Public Library
System and that 21 staff members in the system’s
31 branches lost their homes; she suggested that
RILA enact an “adopt-alibrary” campaign to pro-
vide financial assistance to this system; and (4) that
she is strongly in favor of an emphasis on the role
of libraries as part of the State Child System Plan.

NELA Councilor Report: Eileen Socha
reported on the NELA Counterparts Meeting of
August 6-7 and updated the Board on the NELA
Annual Meeting to be held October 4-6. She also
announced that the 1993 NELA Annual Meeting
would be in Burlington, VT and that NELA's 1994
Annual Meeting will be held in Providence, RI.

The following resolutions were passed by
the Executive Board:

1 that some type of an “adopt-a-library” pro-
gram benefiting the Miami-Dade County
library system be explored,;

2. that Mattie Gustafson be appointed
Managing Editor of the RILA Bulletin;




3. that the Publications Committee Chairperson
or her/his designee report on RILA Executive
Board meetings for the RILA Bulletin.

Finally, the Executive Board began the pro-
cess of drafting a 1993 Association budget.

Reported by Frank Iacono, RILA Publications
Commiltee

BULLETIN BOARD

The theme for National Library Week 1993
—and 1994 - is “Libraries Change Lives.”

The ALA National Library Week (NLW)
Committee made the announcement at the
National Library Week Workshop at the ALA
Annual Conference in San Francisco.

This is the first time a National Library
Week theme has been selected for two consec-
utive years. The dates are April 18-24, 1993,
and April 17-23, 1994.

Nancy Davenport, 1991-92 chair of the
NLW Committee, noted that the theme com-
plements the “Books Change Lives” theme
adopted by the Library of Congress for 1993
and 1994 and allows more planning time.

It also ties in with ALA President Marilyn
Miller’s theme “Empowering People through
Libraries” and focuses attention on the contri-
butions of libraries at a time when many are
having to fight budget cuts.

L B By B B 8

SilverPlatter Information announced that
Brown University of Providence, Rhode Island,
has officially accepted the role of the first
alpha test site of SilverPlatter’s Electronic
Reference Library (ERL). SilverPlatter’s
Electronic Reference Library represents a
pathway of technologies that bring reference
information to greater numbers of people in
an innovative, economical manner. ERL lays
the foundation for an information infrastruc-
ture capable of efficiently managing large col-
lections of data in a uniform way.

The first step in SilverPlatter’s development
of the ERL is the creation of client/server archi-
tecture. This architecture revolutionizes how
information travels over networks and how
information is distributed over wide areas. A
feature of the client/server architecture is that it
can unite environments that use many different

types of workstations. Many different clients can
be developed to allow access by PC, Macintosh,
Unix, and other workstations.

The first product to utilize the ERL technol-
ogy will be an enhanced version of Medical and
Academic Reference Center, which utilizes
client/server technology and combines it with
Unix-based application servers; multiserver,
multidatabase support; choice of data on CD or
hard disk; TCP/IP compatibility; DOS clients
with familiar SPIRS functionality; user adminis-
tration software; user statistics software; and
dial-in and field service support.

Brown University has a campus network
that connects over 120 buildings and over 1,500
PCs, 2,000 Macintoshes, and 500 Unix termi-
nals and workstations. FEach of the 1,500 PCs
will have potential access to the ERL, using
SilverPlatter’s DOS ERL client.

Initially, Brown will purchase a twenty-four -
user ERL server that will run MEDLINE,
PsycLIT, and Biological Abstracts. A general
release to customers of Reference Centers
using ERL, technology is expected in early

1993. For more information contact
SilverPlatter at (800) 343-0064.
2808000808

Nominations are being sought for the 1993
Grolier Foundation Award presented annually
by the American Library Association (ALA).
The deadline is December 1, 1992.

The award of $1,000 is presented annually to
a librarian who exemplifies outstanding achieve-
ment by unusual contributions to the stimulation
and guidance of reading by children and young
people. The award winner should have made a
difference in the reading habits of young persons
through high school age, either directly or
through influence on adults who work with them.
The award may recognize continuing service or
one particular contribution of lasting value.

A nomination form and a statement describ-
ing in detail the nominee’s exceptional contri-
butions to the field are required. Additional let-
ters of support are welcome if they define other
facets or strengths of the candidate.

Past winners have included Dorothy
Broderick, Lucille Thomas, Spencer Shaw, Zena
Sutherland and Mabel Williams.

For nomination forms and further informa-
tion, write or call: ALA Awards, 50 E. Huron




Street, Chicago, IL 60611, 1-800-545-2433.
Nominations should be sent to: Donna J.
Dufault, Grolier Foundation Award Jury, North
Kingstown Free Library, 100 Boone Street, North
Kingstown, RI 02852.

g By By U B B

If you work in the library field in New
England these days, you've probably witnessed
or been involved in a success story that made
you proud to work in a library or a frustrating
story that made you want to weep.

Taking a cue from former ALA President
Patricia Schuman who asked the nation’s
libraries for tales of woe and tales of joy, New
England Libraries would like your best and worst
library stories from 1992. A horrendous budget
cut, an architectural success, a censorship clash,
or an answer to a reference question that made
a big difference are just some examples of what
we seek to publish in early 1993.

Type up your story in 200 words or less,
include a contact person and phone number,
and send it by December 1, 1992 to: New
England Libraries, Renée Olson, Editor, 4
Summit Drive, #215, Reading, MA 01867 (FAX
617-942-9106).

b B o By B B

“Re-Visioning Libraries” is the topic of the
Fall Conference of the Association of College
and Research Libraries/New England Chapter.
The Conference will be held on Friday,
November 6, 1992, at the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts.

David Penniman, President of the Council
on Library Resources, is the keynote speaker.
The provocative program, which includes
speakers, workshops, and panel discussions, will
address the question, “How can libraries and
librarians take advantage of the profound tech-
nological changes currently taking place, and
not become their victims?”

The registration fee, which includes lunch,
is $35 for members, $45 for non-members, and
$10 for library science students. For more
information or registration forms, contact:
Lynda Leahy, Associate Dean for User Services
and Collection Development, 320 Snell Library,
Northeastern University, 360 Huntington
Avenue, Boston, MA 02115, (617) 437-4920.

CALENDAR

OcroBER 21: RHILINET Third Annual Meeting,
Cranston Public Library, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

OcroBer 21: URI GSLIS Colloquium, “Croatia’s
Literary Landmarks: Survival or Extinction,”
Barbara Sporer Filipac, (John Hay Library, Brown
University), Rodman Hall, URI, 12:30-2 p.m.
OcroBer 24-25: Rl Festival of Children’s Books and
Authors, Lincoln School, 301 Butler Avenue,
Providence, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday and 12-5
p.m. on Sunday.

OcTOBER 26: Library Board of RI, 4-6 p.m.,
Department of State Library Services

NoveEMBER 9: RILA Fall Meeting, Barrington
Public Library

NoOvVEMBER 16: Library Board of RI, 4-6 p.m.
Department of State Library Services

NOVEMBER 16-22: Children’s Book Week

NoveEMBER 18: Young Adult Round Table, “One
Author in Depth: Avi,” Warwick Vets High School,
2:45 p.m.

JaNuary 22-28: ALA Midwinter Conference,
Denver, CO

(continued from back)
burgeoning technology and the services it
enables makes this a wondrous and exciting
time to be part of any library - academic, public,
school, special.

The kinds and pace of the changes that
have been happening in and around libraries
necessitates, to my mind, two things: 1. That
librarians themselves become involved in the
development and implementation of all infor-
mation technologies. 2. That librarians remain
informed and in intentional and constant com-
munication - with each other, with the institu-
tions and patrons they serve, and with the insti-
tutions and organizations that serve them.

I see RILA, and by extension the RILA
Bulletin, as a primary means of communication
and information sharing in the Rhode Island
library community.

I urge you to participate in this ongoing and
important communication link. Letters, opinions,
essays, articles - about the new technologies, or
any other aspect of library service that interests
and educates, are solicited, invited and encour-
aged. Please join the RILA Bulletin staff and
myself in our efforts to put debate and discussion
in the forefront of our professional lives together.
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Join nearly 55,000 others in receiving 11 current issues of American Testimny fo

Libraries, with 100+ monthly job listings; discounts on ALA Books and ACCOMPLISHMENT

Graphics; reduced registration rates at ALA conferences; voting rights;
committee privileges; and eligibility for group insurance and credit

card programs. Just listen to what one of our most

Allow ALA to help you get started today. accomplished members has to say about

what his ALA membership means to him.
The American Library Association. Belong now.
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| Select membership category: Please type or print:
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|
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|
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|
|
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|

[ American Express CilnyIa{e/Zip

et Address From my earliest days as a
young adult librarian to the time
I worked with state library
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library director, ALA has
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from all over the country who
share similar professional

card number
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expiration date Home Telephone
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ALA projects and scrutinized
Send your completed Your membership runs for 12 full months important issues ofmutual
application teday to: from the month you join. Information concern, the exchange of ideas
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ALA Membership Services
American Library Association
50 East Huron Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Telephone: 800-545-2433
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N, a7 President and Director, Free Library of Philadelphia
FAX: 312-944-2641 i st ey

President, Public Library Association

ALA member, 19 years

: Both who and what to know.
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EDITOR’S JOURNAL

I had a college professor once who said, if you did something once, it was an event; if you did it twice, it
became a tradition. The RILA tradition seems to be for the incoming editor of the Bulletin to introduce his or her-
self and say something about editorial philosophy and direction. I am somewhat reluctant to begin my stint as
Bulletin editor by talking about myself. Many of you already know me, from my 15 years as a Rhode Island librari-
an. I will, however, begin by sharing a few personal thoughts.

Returning to the field of library science and accepting the position as editor of the RILA Bulletin has been like
coming home and entering a new world. Let me explain.

Libraries have always been a second home to me. Long before I became a librarian - as director of Tiverton
Library Service, or as the Head of Reference at Newport Public Library- books and reading, journals, rows and rows
of stacks, reference desks, were all an important part of my life. From my younger days at the Watertown
(Massachusetts) Public Library, when the children’s librarian struggled mightily (and, I am pleased to report, unsuc-
cessfully) to limit my reading to children’s books, to my first days as a library page ( a bona fide library employee who
Jinally did not have to pay overdue fines), the constant, subdued activity of the public library has called to me.

I will never forget my first reference course at URI (with Stuart Schneider) and how it revealed a hitherto
unknown world of dictionaries, directories, bibliographies, and union lists. Directories and bibliographies may seem,
to most, like dry lists of even dryer texts, but to me they were gateways to fantastic and almost limitless arenas of
knowledge. (Such was the state of my naivete in those days!)

And while I was “away” earning yet another degree (a Master’s of Theological Studies at Boston University
School of Theology), I was never very far from libraries. The ability to find my way around a library was key to any
success I enjoyed at BU. In fact, I spent many hours helping fellow graduate students unravel the mysteries surround-
ing the large and often imposing Boston University libraries.

So “returning” to the library world is, as I said, like coming home.

But libraries have changed immensely in the few years I have been away. On-line catalogs and data bases, CD-
ROM indices and abstracts, electronic mail - all of these are relatively new and while most libraries remain collection
centered, thoughts and procedures about access to and acquisition of that collection have changed dramatically -
and will continue to change.

A series of articles in College and Research Library News entitled “The Future of Reference” discusses the kind of
basic change and restructuring (they call it a paradigm shift) the academic library might undergo as a result of the new
technologies. I don’t pretend to be able to envision all the ramifications of these new paradigms, but I can see that

(Continued on page 6)
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