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119 High Street, Westerly, RJ. 02891

November 22, 1980
Senator Claiborne Pell
418 Federa1 Bui1ding
Providence, Rhode Isl~nd
Dear Senatbt Pell,
I am writing to 1et you know the ptogress of our

project which wil1 take the Westerly Chorus to Eng1and in
August, 1981. We appreciated your suggestion that we contact
Christopher Snow at the U.S. Hmbassy in London, and, as we
were recently in Londbn making more concrete p1ans for this
project~ we visited him and informed him of our pl~ns~
~e was
supportive, if not a.b1e actively to assist.
As presently plahtied~ our tour will be as fol1ows:
Da t e s : Aug ust 1 - 1 6 :. We wi1 l ta k e a bo u t 2() () p eop 1 e , a t l ea s t
150 of them performers. We will be. accompanied by seven or
eight membe~~ of the brass section of the Rhode Island Philhar1110 ni c Or ch es tr a .
We ha v e a.r ranged at com oda ti o ns for th i s n umber
at British universities ~nd colleges. Mobi1 Oil Company, Ltd
of Englanci has agreed to sponsor, at least partially, our bus
trans po ,r.t
at i on whi 1 e we are i n Br
i ta
i i1 •
;.:. '·
.
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We have held a three-day fu_nd-raising weekend, entitled
Hail, Btittania! and were ~ble to raise over $30,0QO for this
project.
11
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We have been invited to sing a service of Evensong at
Westminster Abbey on August 6; it is our impression that to
receive this sort of an invitation f~om Westminster Abbey is
not common and we are pl~ased. We have also bQeh invited to sing
two services Of Evensong a.t King's College, Cambridge on August
9 a n d l 1 , a nd to p r e s e n t c o n c_: e r ts a t Du r h am Ca t he dr a 1 , £ly
Cathedral; and a.t the. church in Tn~xted, Ci.ostav &fol st 1 s church.
We st i 11 aw a i t con fi rm a ti on of our p 1 a n to pt e,s en t con certs at
Snape Maltings in Aldeburgh and at St. Gile's Cathedra.1, Edin~
burgh. The brass will perform, with George Kent as organist,
at All Hallows-by.,,the,,.Tower in london, and at St. Michael's
Church, f'ramlingham, in Suffolk, which has a fine historic
organ.
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lhe Community Chorus of Westerly
119 High Street, Westerly, R.I. 02891

These arrangements w~re all made by ourselves. It is
not easy to find assistance in this sort of project. I do
feel, however, that this effort will further the artistic
reputation of Rhode Island both within our own state and
abroad~
I continue to seek ways that this can be made more
visible.
While in London, the most supportive and helpful person
we met was a girl named Jennifer Williams who almost singlehandedly
operates a fine organization called the British-American Arts
Association, located at 43 Earlham Street, London. This is a
relatively new organization (about three or four years, I think)
originally funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. You may know
of it. As Jennifer Williams has come this month to Washington
to spend some weeks establishing a Washington office for this
work, I told her that I would write you about it. This sort
of support organization to assist in cultural exchange is
definitely needed and I recom~end it to your attention.
I regret that we are all involved just now in such
upsetting political upheavals. I do hope and pray that the
work for the arts, which you have so long pursued, will not
be sacrificed in the maelstrom.
---·------Thank- you-- again-· fo r--yo ur -adv i-c-e- and -we wi 11 we 1 come any
help that you can give to us.
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