University of Rhode Island

DigitalCommons@URI

Hackney, Sheldon: Humanities Chairman Education: National Endowment for the Arts
Nomination Hearing (1993) and Humanities, Subject Files | (1973-1996)
4-13-1993

Hackney, Sheldon: Humanities Chairman Nomination Hearing
(1993): News Article 43

Howard Goodman

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_29

Recommended Citation

Goodman, Howard, "Hackney, Sheldon: Humanities Chairman Nomination Hearing (1993): News Article
43" (1993). Hackney, Sheldon: Humanities Chairman Nomination Hearing (1993). Paper 48.
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_29/48

This News Article is brought to you by the University of Rhode Island. It has been accepted for inclusion in Hackney,
Sheldon: Humanities Chairman Nomination Hearing (1993) by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@URI. For more information, please contact digitalcommons-group@uri.edu. For permission to
reuse copyrighted content, contact the author directly.


https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_29
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_29
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_29?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Fpell_neh_I_29%2F48&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_29/48?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Fpell_neh_I_29%2F48&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons-group@uri.edu

The iP&ilahgpﬁia Hnquirer

Hackney nominated
for Washington job

The announcement was expected. He would head
the National Endowment for the Humanities.

By Howard Goodman
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER
President Clinton yesterday nomi-
nated University of Pennsylvania
president Sheldon Hackney to head
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities. . o
The announcement had been ex-
pected. A
Hackney, 59, has been at Penn
since 1981. He is a professor of his-
tory who regularly teaches under-
graduates in addition to serving as
the school’s 2ist chief executive.
He said in a brief statement that he
was' “pleased” by the nomination
“and if confirmed by the Senate, I
will be honored to serve.”

‘Hackney, a softspoken man who
shies from the spotlight, was not on
campus Yesterday and was unavail-
able for comment. His prepared state-
ment alluded to possible steps he
would take to effect his resignation.

“Considering the implication that
my possible departure has for Penn
and its leadership, I have been giv-
ing the matter a great deal of
thought,” Hackney said in the state-
ment. “I will have more to say about
it at the end of this week."”

Barbara Beck, a Penn spokeswom-
an, said a search committee would be
formed to find a successor should
Hackney resign. Penn’s trustees



ld make the final decision.

qlng president, chosen from .

he university’s ranks, would

)ab y be named in ‘the mterim .
inton took note of Hackney's

kgrgugd as a scholar of the Amer-

g in a brief announcement
.ed;by! the- White House. = .
rhé/Natonal Endowment of the
naniti}s plays a vital role in'en-
raging and enhancing-a better
lerdtanding of our country’'s rich
itage,” Clinton said. “Doing just
t has been the work of Sheldon
kneyp life.”

‘ackpey would succeed Lynne V.
:ney, the wife of former Defense
retam Dick Cheney, who re-
led’’as head of NEH when the
sh ad inistration ended.

1 rec

ent weeKg, Hackney's ap--

pointment had been predicted as im-
" ‘minent by White House and cofgres-

sional sources..

: His tenure at Penn — nearly a -

dozen years — is considered lengthy
by: standards of Ivy League presi-

- dents,” Under, Hackney, -Penn’ con- '
-duet d_one, of the most ‘effective

fund-raising’ campaigns in hlgher

education history, a $1 billion drive.;' Tul

launched in October 1989.

The-drive has raised $955 mllllon,

with two years to go — the largest
sum raised by.an Ivy League univer-

sity and second only to Stanford's-

$1.2 billion dr1Ve that ended 1n Feb-

ruary 1992,

Since 1980 Penn’s endOWment has
moré than quadrupled, from $218
million to more than $1 billion.’

Hackney also worked .to improve

Penn’s relationship with the West

Philadelphla .
rounding the campus
Undet his;leadership,

EH post

cliding the American Council on Edu--

" cation and ‘the’ Carnegle Foundation

for the ‘Advancement. of Teachirg: -
Clinton' yésterday also nominated

camb
3. Michael ‘Shapiro, a Washington law-

A native of Alabania"-' ackney has
written several': worka:about: hig.

- home region. His Popilism. to Pro“

gressivism in. Alabama won the Al
bert J. Beveridge Prize for best book
of 1969 on American history. :
He holds an undergraduate degree;
from Vanderbilt University: and,
graduate degrees from Yale.: :
He serves on nfimerous boards, in--

. yer, &s’ the endowments general
. counsel. "

The’ National Endonent for. the

i Humanitié§ sérves as liaison' be-
i tween"the federal government and
;i - the ‘academic ‘commun ity.

‘Hackney would leave a large ‘uni-
versity with 22,400 students, 4,200 fac-
ulty members and a budget of $1.5.
Biilion for a federal agency of just
300 employees and a budget: of less
than $180 million: '

The NEH does have clout.. Last
year, it made 2,199 grants totaling
nearly $160 million to libraries, mu-

‘seums, colleges and individual schol-
ars.

Sheldon acey sald he was

“pleased” and would ke
“honored to serve.” ¥
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