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BULLETIN 
of the 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Vol. 36 May, 1964 No.1 

SPRING MEETING 

of the 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1964 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Barrington, Rhode Island 



PROGRAM 
9:00 A.M. Registration, Tour of Library, and Coffee Hour 

10:00 

11:45 

Welcome from Mr. Russell W. Field, Jr., Chairman, Board of 
Trustees of the Barrington Public Library 

Business Meeting 

Mr. Robert B. Graham, Editorial Writer, Providence Journal, 
on International Affairs 

1:00 P.M. Luncheon-Rhode Island Country Club 
Tour of Barrington Public Library 

2:30 Mr. John C. Frantz, Library Extension Specialist, Library 
Services Branch, Department of Health, Education and W el­
face on Library Services and Construction Act 

Mr. Leonard ]. Pannaggio, Chief of Publicity and Recreation 
Division, Rhode Island Development Council, on Develop­
ment Council's Value to Libraries 

DIRECTIONS FOR REACHING BARRINGTON 

From Providence, after crossing the George Washington Bridge, follow 
the Fall River Expressway until reaching the sign to Barrington. Turn right 
to Barrington. This will take you to County Road which goes directly to 
the Town Hall of which the Barrington Public Library is a part. 

To come from Newport-way, cross the Mount Hope Bridge, proceed 
through Bristol, Warren and into Barrington. You will be on Route 114 and 
again this leads you to the Town Hall. 

To find the Rhode Island Country Club and the Town Hall from Bar­
rington you go to the Shopping Center, down Rumstick Road to Nayatt on 
the right, and continue on to the Club. From West Barrington, take Wash­
ington Road, and, at the end, turn right to the Club. 

If you are not able to get to the Club for lunch, there is a Newport 
Creamery opposite the Town Hall. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

NEW FACES, NEW VOICES 

By ELIZABETH G. MYER, President 

Events of recent years have moved 
at a fast pace. There is no need here 
to rehearse them, for they have 
been amply reported elsewhere. Some 
thoughts do emerge, however, from a 
reflection on the Association's history 
since 1903 and on its prospects in the 
years ahead. 

Where hitherto a relatively few, 
familiar figures have paced upstage 
and down in a well-defined pattern, 
they are now mingling with "new 
faces" in an interesting composite of 
talent that offers fresh interpretations 
with imagination and skill to an im­
portant theme-that of good library 
service. 

The results are electric. The Asso­
ciation is invigorated by increased 
numbers and additional abilities to 
draw upon for the furtherance of its 
aims. The enthusiasm, the sponta­
neous ideas, the energy, and the 
experience of new members are en­
riching immeasurably the program 
and the services of the Rhode Island 
Library Association. The diversity is 
welcome. 

Librarians have appeared with 
intriguing technical skills, subject 
knowledge, and specialties. In one 
Association librarians assemble who 
know school library work to the core; 
who can organize the literature of 
medical knowledge; who specialize in 
the needs of seafaring careerists; who 
can tune in to children and young 
people by particular sympathy, prep­
aration, and study; who are teachers 
and leaders in library science; who 
can convey to others the benefit of a 
meticulously organized collection of 
books; who know the intricacies of 
research and can retrieve for business­
men vitally needed information and 
data; who have a warm and under-

standing approach to their reading 
public, from preschoolers to senior 
citizens. 

In one and the same Association 
can be found selfless, dedicated citi­
zens who carry responsibilities as 
trustees; who meet together in their 
various communities to plan for "the 
public weal" in good library service; 
who do not measure the hours given, 
the miles driven, the counsel supplied, 
and the burdens carried, but give 
freely and unstintingly of their time 
and effort in the cause of more nearly 
perfect libraries. Participating also 
in the meetings of this one Associa­
tion appear leaders in government­
lawmakers and officials who value 
libraries. Thoughtful and determined 
champions, they enunciate the cause 
in the halls of the legislature or in 
town meeting; describing needs, an­
swering questions, and standing forth 
to be heard when opinions count. 

This combination of interest and 
effort for libraries, from many sources, 
has come to pass within a very few 
years, as men and women of good 
will have turned their attention to 
the condition of the State's libraries. 
Realizing the educational demands 
of the times, they constitute a strong 
element motivated by a zealous con­
cept of service for improving Rhode 
Island libraries. 

It is encouraging and reassuring to 
see new faces and hear new voices as 
our Association gathers for its meet­
ings. For far too long a few devoted 
librarians and trustees faithfully 
tended the light that shone in the 
libraries of the State. For years they 
labored, without glory or profit, to 
uphold the tradition of our region , 
where libraries began. Now they have 
company, have found new friends, 
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and can hope for the realization of 
their aspirations. 

The setting is familiar, although 
the era is different. Stage directions 
are clear and concise. Cues are 
prompt and accurate. The pro­
duction makes good use of props, 
mechanical devices, and scenery of 
quality. The drama projects its 
theme through a cast of characters 
drawn from both seasoned veterans 
and gifted newcomers. Action gains 
in momentum. 

As the curtain goes up on this 
promising view of the future, mem­
bers of the Rhode Island Library 
Association can recognize their roles 
in the parts to be played . They can 
appreciate the fact that a combination 
of circumstances entrusts to them a 
real opportunity to raise standards of 
libraries; to make of libraries vital 
institutions rich in resources and 
flourishing in usefulness. R.I.L.A. 
can help to illuminate this era in 
Rhode Island by focusing light and 
action upon the library scene, and by 
utilizing fully the talents in its 
membership. 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

History 
The Barrington Public Library is 

an outgrowth of the Barrington Li­
brary Society to which the Rhode 
Island General Assembly granted a 
charter in February 1806, and the first 
election of officers, a librarian and 
treasurer, was held on the first Mon­
day of May, 1806. History and theol­
ogy composed the body of the library, 
and into it were allowed no books 
of fiction, which the fathers believed 
"worketh abomination and maketh a 
lie." At first, the library was housed 
in the home of Rev. Samuel Watson 
who acted as librarian, and later, 
Rev. Francis Wood held the office. 

The first public library meeting for 
a library organization was held at the 

schoolroom of Isaac F. Cady (across 
the road from the Town Hall) on 
January 1, 1880. Donations of books 
had been received and a Board of 
Trustees elected. On the 2d of March 
the Trustees voted to transfer books 
and other library property to the 
town, and at the Annual Town Meet­
ing, April 7, 1880, the library became 
the property of the town, and Mr. 
Cady's school building was hired to 
house the library. Mr. Cady was the 
first librarian and the library of 2000 
volumes was opened to the public on 
May 8, 1880. In 1888 upon the com­
pletion of the Town Hall, the library 
was transferred to the room provided 
for it. In 1898 the library contained 
8,606 volumes, and reported an an­
nual circulation of 5,253 volumes with 
about 250 volumes added annually, 
from town and state funds. 

In 1939, the present library build­
ing (a wing of the Town Hall) was 
completed, partly from w ·.P.A. funds 

· and partly from town appropriation. 
In 1945 the library contained 22,905 
volumes, with a circulation of 47,870 
volumes. 

In April, 1962, the townspeople 
voted $125,000.00 to provide a new 
heating system for the Town Hall 
and library and an addition to the 
library. Mr. Michael Traficante was 
later chosen as archi teet, and, after 
disappointments and compromises 
(on our part) a plan was finally ap-

proved and the Coleman Construc­
tion Company hired. The cost of 
construction is $103,625.00. The sum 
of $8,000 left for the purchase of 
furniture and additional book cases 
and stacks was increased by $5,000.00 
by the Town Council from the 
Contingency Fund. 

The new addition will shelve 15,000 
books. 

Circulation in 1945 was 47,870 
Circulation in 1963 was 186,978. 
Volumes at end of fiscal year, 

1963-37,595. 

PRESERVATION AND CARE OF 
MANUSCRIPTS 

By CLARKSON A. CoLLINS, 3Rn 

Librarian, R. I. Historical Society 

Since I am writing largely for the 
benefit of small libraries, I should at 
first state that in general I feel that 
small libraries should not accept his­
torical manuscripts if they can direct 
them to institutions having large 
manuscript collections which can 
make them readily available to 
scholars. If, however, because of local 
interest, a library does wish to keep 
manuscripts, care should be taken to 
see that they are properly housed and 
preserved. 

Most letters and many other manu­
scripts arrive at the library folded. 
The first operation required is to 
unfold and flatten them. High humid­
ity is necessary in order to soften the 
paper, which when dampened can be 
pressed with an electric iron. It 
should be placed on a piece of white 
blotting paper on a smooth hard sur­
face and covered with white paper 
so that the iron will not come in 
direct contact with it. After the 
wrinkles and folds have been re­
moved, the manuscript should prefer­
ably be stored fiat. 

The main agents damaging to 
paper, aside from insect and rodent 
pests, are light, heat, humidity, acid­
ity, and dust. 

Strong light over a period of time 
causes paper to deteriorate and many 
inks to fade. Heat makes paper be­
come brittle and may yellow it. An 
ideal temperature is between sixty-five 
and seventy-five degrees. Wide fluc­
tuations in temperature should also 
be avoided. 

The best relative humidity for 
storage of papers is between 50 and 
60 per cent. In order to retain 

strength, paper must contain a certain 
amount of moisture but too much 
dampness encourages the growth of 
mold. 

Many modern papers have a high 
acid content which can be highly 
destructive to manuscripts. It is nec­
essary, therefore, that folders or boxes 
used for storage be free from acid. 

Dust is damaging to paper and 
should not be allowed to accumulate 
on it. Dust present when the manu­
script arrives can be removed with a 
soft brush or cloth, and more obsti­
nate dirt can often be eliminated with 
an artgum eraser gently used. If in 
good condition, manuscripts written 
on rag paper with a permanent ink­
as most of those prior to 1800 are­
can be gently washed in tepid water, 
and afterward pressed between blot­
ting paper. In the case of many old 
account books, logs, and other bound 
volumes that have been used as scrap­
books by later generations, the pages 
can be removed from the covers, 
the scrapbook materials soaked off, 
and the contents washed, dried and 
rebound. 

Major restoration such as silking or 
laminating is ordinarily left to pro­
fessionals, but minor tears can be 
repaired with Japanese tissue and 
paste. There are also transparent ad­
hesive materials on the market which 
do not seem to harm paper. In clos­
ing a word of warning however­
never use Scotch Tape for repairing 
manuscripts! It becomes gummy, 
discolors the paper, and is very diffi­
cult to remove. 

A useful bibliography can be 
found in A Guide to the Care and 
Administration of Manuscripts by 
Lucile M. Kane, Volume 2, Number 
11, Bulletins of the American Asso­
ciation for State and Local History, 
September, 1960. 
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NARRAGANSETT PENMAN 

Litemry Editor of the Providence 
Journal 

By GEORGE TROY 

Settling clown (unwillingly) to pre­
pare a talk on today's fiction re­
cently, I found the title coming out 
this way on my electric wonder, to 
wit: 

"Remarks on the Singular Vibra­
tions Set Up in a Book Critic Trying 
to Operate in a Space Age; also, a 
New Theory of Tittlebats." 

The utter inanity of this, with its 
Pickwickian echo, suggested strongly 
that my Unconscious must have been 
working overtime rejecting novel 
after novel for review purposes even 
before the publishers sent them. 

Not only are we getting too much 
sheer junk these clays, not only are 
bedroom scenes seemingly the sole 
raison d'etre for a story-the bad 
writing is just plain incredible. Let 
me give you an hilarious quote from a 
recent offering: 

"Do you love your mothn?" 
Hope would ask Eddie. The first 
clear recollection he had of his 
mother was of her holding him and 
asking him if he loved her. 

"Yes," he said. 
"Your father is going away, 

Eddie." 
"I don't believe it." 
"He goes to bed with bad 

women_" 

Eddie, who could not have been 
more than two at the time, was ob­
viously suffering from premature pre­
cocity. Possibly that accounts for the 
mess after mess after mess he lands 
in throughout the rest of the dreary 
"novel." 

At the National Book Awards affair 
last March in New York, editors from 
four big publishing houses knew that 
sooner or later the question of junk 

fiction would rear up from the book 
review editors of the nation assem­
bled for a panel discussion. When it 
did rear (and severely) -somehow I 
can't now recall that the editors ever 
gave a clear cut reason for publishing 
such suffocating masses of the stuff. 

All we can do is hope and pray, I 
suppose. 

LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON 
LIBRARIES COMPLETES ITS 

ASSIGNMENT 

By KAY K. MooRE 
Brown University Library 

With the publication of its report 
on January 24, 1964, covering the li­
brary situation in Rhode Island, in­
cluding twenty-four specific recom­
mendations and a draft of proposed 
legislation, the Legislative Commis­
sion on Libraries formally ended its 
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existence six clays ahead of the dead­
line established by the resolution of 
the General Assembly that provided 
for the Commission. 

Three of the recommendations 
should be especially noted. 

The first of these is the provision 
that a new independent Department 
of State Library Services should be 
established, with a Board of Library 
Commissioners appointed by the 
Governor. The Board would estab­
lish policies and regulations for the 
new department and for a compre­
hensive state-wide library program; 
it would also appoint the State Li­
brarian, who would be the executive 
and administrative head of the de­
partment. \1\Tithin the department 
there would be three divisions-the 
State Library, Library Extension Ser­
vices, and State Archives and Public 
Records. The Legislative Reference 
Bureau would continue to function 
within the State Library Division. 

The second major provision is rec­
ommendation No. 18, which calls for 
the expansion of the principle of 
state-aid grants to towns and cities, 
based on population according to the 
latest federal decennial census. The 
bill would provide for grants ranging 
from 25¢ through 50¢, with the orig­
inal appropriation for 1964j 65 being 
set at 25¢ . Recommendation No. 19 
further provides that later grants 
would be dependent upon the sum 
appropriated by the General Assem­
bly and the attainment by the li­
braries of standards to be established 
by the Board, with a provision in the 
recommendation that local commu­
nities would be given up to five years 
to attain these standards. An im­
portant requirement of the bill states 
that towns and cities either must 
raise their appropriations for libraries 
to the amount of the state-aid grant, 
or if they already are appropriating 
that much or more, that the local ap­
propriations must not be reduced 

below the sum appropriated in the 
previous fiscal year_ 

The third major provision of the 
Commission's recommendations in­
volves the establishment of systems 
of libraries around "Regional Cen­
ters," with additional provisions for 
grants to the Providence Public Li­
brary as the "Principal Public Li­
brary," and to selected academic li­
braries for providing special facilities 
as "Special Research Centers." Ap­
propriations are requested for Bar­
rington, Providence and Westerly as 
the first Regional Centers, for the 
Principal Public Library, and for 
Brown University as the first Special 
Research Center_ 

Another provision is to authorize 
the appropriation of state funds to be 
used for local library construction, 
matched by local funds, private, pub­
lic, or in combination. These funds 
would also be enhanced by the federal 
funds appropriated by Congress under 
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NARRAGANSETT PENMAN 

Literary Editor of the Providence 
journal 

By GEORGE TROY 

Settling down (unwillingly) to pre­
pare a talk on today's fiction re­
cently, I found the title coming out 
this way on my electric wonder, to 
wit: 

"Remarks on the Singular Vibra­
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to Operate in a Space Age; also, a 
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before the publishers sent them. 
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bedroom scenes seemingly the sole 
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recent offering: 
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"He goes to bed with bad 
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review editors of the nation assem­
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LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON 
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By KAY K. MooRE 
BTOwn Univenity Libra1·y 
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existence six days ahead of the dead­
line established by the resolution of 
the General Assembly that provided 
for the Commission. 
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should be especially noted. 
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of State Library Services should be 
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propriations must not be reduced 
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brary as the "Principal Public Li­
brary," and to selected academic li­
braries for providing special facilities 
as "Special Research Centers." Ap­
propriations are requested for Bar­
rington, Providence and Westerly as 
the first Regional Centers, for the 
Principal Public Library, and for 
Brown University as the first Special 
Research Center. 

Another provision is to authorize 
the appropriation of state funds to be 
used for local library construction, 
matched by local funds, private, pub­
lic, or in combination. These funds 
would also be enhanced by the federal 
funds appropriated by Congress under 
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the authorization of the Library Ser­
vices and Construction Act of 1964. If 
full advantage is taken of these ap­
propriations, it would be possible to 
have about $600,000 spent on library 
construction in Rhode Island this 
coming fiscal year. 

The total state appropriation re­
quired for the full program of rec­
ommendations is $713,802.50; with 
federal funds of $347,863.00 added to 
this sum, a total figure of $1,061,665.50 
would provide a substantial improve­
ment in the library program of 
Rhode Island. 

In this brief resume it is impossible 
to give all the details of these and 
other recommendations; the complete 
story may be read in the published 
report, which is available from the 
R.I.L.A. at a nominal cost of 25¢ to 
members of the Association and 50¢ 
to non-members. Address your re­
quests to Public Library Services in 
Rural Areas, Roger Williams Build­
ing, Hayes Street, Providence. The 
Association has ordered a second 
printing of the report to meet the 
demand for copies. 

For the record, the Legislative Com­
mission was in existence from May 
25, 1962 through January 24, 1964, 
and met 39 times. Some sections of 
its report were drafted and redrafted 
five and six times. The whole report 
was worked over by the full member­
ship. The members of the Commis­
sion who signed the report were: 
Senator John E. Moran (D), Cum­
berland; Senator Rufus K. Prosser 
(R), Charlestown; Representative 
Donald R. Bonner (R), Westerly; 
Representative Joseph A. Thibeault 
(D) , Cumberland; the State Libra­
rian, Elliott E. Andrews; and the four 
representatives of the Rhode Island 
Library Association, Miss Elizabeth 
G. Myer, Miss Dorothy W. Budlong 
(secretary of the Commission), 
Knight Edwards, and the under­
signed as chairman. 

ANY DAY 
By MARY HENEGHAN 

Head Reference Department 
Providence Public Libmry 

The old Information-Reference De­
partment of the Providence Public 
Library has become the Reference­
Periodicals Department. The most 
important change being the change 
in name because the service aspect of 
the department has not changed. But 
with the facilities of the Periodical 
Department at our disposal we are 
perhaps expanding service. 

What happens at a busy reference 
desk in a large public library? Even 
those of us who work there are hard 
put to explain andj or describe what 
we do and how we do it other than 
by describing some of the questions 
we answer-and some we have been 
unable to answer without outsi'de 
help. 

The sources are many and varied 
ranging from the most extensive 
bibliography of English literature to 
the telephone book for the Providence 
area. In between you find diction­
aries, encyclopedias, almanacs, city 
directories, college catalogs, news­
paper eli ppings, specialized book 
sources in the fields of religion, 
literature, language, social science, 
history and biography in continuous 
use. 

Compliments of 

DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY 
INC. 

GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 

INSTITUTIONAL DEPT. 

Representative-WILLIAM S. BANCROFT 

As a reference librarian you can 
help plan weddings or name the new­
est addition to the family whether it 
be baby, clog, boat or house. Then 
again you can find the name of the 
smallest nation in the world, identify 
the Libera service in the Catholic 
Church, locate the full name and title 
of the Episcopal Bishop of Rhode 
Island, provide the name of the 
executive secretary of the United 
States Conference of Mayors, or the 
name of the small skull cap worn by 
Jewish men. You are asked to pro­
vide directions from Providence to a 
small town in New Hampshire, to 
identify the reason that the fire bells 
are ringing in your village, to spell 
words which just don't look right 
after they have been written, to help 
with the wording of thank you notes. 

You must always check and find 
the answer you give in a printed 
source. Personal opinions are not ac-

ceptable in a public service of this 
type. 

At the Providence Public Library a 
particularly valuable 'tool' is the 
Rhode Island Index which provides a 
fount of information on all phases 
of Rhode Island-people, places, and 
events. Did Narragansett Bay ever 
freeze over? What is the middle name 
of Governer John H. Chafee? Who 
was the winner of the Miss Rhode 
Island contest in 1963? Recently by 
checking sources in our Rhode Island 
collection, it was ascertained that 
women had run for Lieutenant­
Governor several times in the past. 
Term papers are continually being 
written on topics, such as, the Dorr 
Rebellion, fair housing in Rhode 
Island, and the triangle trade with 
the material indexed in the Rhode 
Island Index as the major source of 
information. 
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events. Did Narragansett Bay ever 
freeze over? What is the middle name 
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PROTECT YOUR EARNINGS 
while you are working 

Enroll in the Loyalty Group Disability Insurance Plan 
sponsored and endorsed by the Rhode Island Library 
Association. 

Administered by Lester L. Burdick, Inc., this Plan has 
been selected by many District Medical Societies, hospital 
and nursing alumnae associations and more than 500 lead­
ing professional and business groups. 

PROTECT YOUR SAVINGS 
when you 

. 
rettre 

On retirement you may convert your Loyalty Group Dis­
ability Policy to our Special Rhode Island Library Asso­
ciation's Retirement Plan. 

A post card or phone call will bring full information con­
cerning the low rates and many advantages available to 
members of your Association. 

One of our counselors will be available to discuss this in 
detail, at your convenience. 

Richmond 2-2740 

A selective collection of government 
documents constitute another part of 
the collection. Again the wide range 
of topics covered in these publications 
is amazing but ever so valuable in 
trying to trace the amendments to 
the Taft-Hartley law, the number of 
people who drive to and from work 
in the Providence area, the committee 
assignments of members of Congress, 
the Pearl Harbor investigations and 
the description of the camping facil­
ities at national parks. So you can 
see the questions really are varied and 
interesting. 

These and thousands of other in­
quiries are answered each year, some 
very routine and automatic, others 
requiring extensive searching and 
contact with other institutions. We 
do contact other institutions for help 
as witness our letters to Merriam­
Webster Co. for definitions of the 
words 'jickey' and 'quiniela'. Local 
residents with specialized interests can 
often help if called upon and many 
of us have personal friends who find 
it a source of personal satisfaction to 
come with the answer to a question 
which has us stymied. And we are 
thankful for any information with 
which they can provide us. For you 
see successful reference work is a co­
operative thing, the librarian must 
know the printed sources and how to 
use them, must work with others so 
that all the library's resources can be 

Encyclopedia AMERICANA 
1964-30 VOLUMES 

"ALL NfiW OUTSIDE- IMPORTANTLY NEW 
IN'SIDE!" AND--

Encyclopedia of Mental Health 
SBB/ ,Booklist Review-March 1, 1964 

All new • 6 Volumes with index 
only $39.50 
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40 Concord St., Nashua, N. H. 

Telephone 882-5806 

brought into use to answer a par­
ticular question, and must contribute 
freely of his knowledge of books, peo­
ple and special subject areas. 

In line with this philosophy that 
coordination of resources and co­
operation in the library makes for 
better service the Reference and 
Periodicals departments have been 
united. Although physically sepa­
rate the two areas are now adminis­
tered as a unit and each member of 
the department will be trained to 
work in both areas. This will mean 
the resources of both areas will be 
familiar to all the staff and questions 
can be worked on in two places at the 
same time. Some of us are learning 
the reference value of periodicals and 
their indexes while others on the staff 
are really renewing this knowledge. 
Requests for biographical material 
on Joseph Short, press secretary to 
President Truman, information on 
the economic value of a college educa­
tion, descriptive material on the is­
land of San Bias were all filled by 
using the resources available in both 
sections of the Department. 

At sometime or other almost every 
fact you know will be useful as you 
trace the answer to a question. Imag­
ination, a retentive memory, knowl­
edge of books and other resources, a 
liking for and an interest in people, 
plus the all important sense of humor 
and the ability to recognize that no 
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united. Although physically sepa­
rate the two areas are now adminis­
tered as a unit and each member of 
the department will be trained to 
work in both areas. This will mean 
the resources of both areas will be 
familiar to all the staff and questions 
can be worked on in two places at the 
same time. Some of us are learning 
the reference value of periodicals and 
their indexes while others on the staff 
are really renewing this knowledge. 
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on Joseph Short, press secretary to 
President Truman, information on 
the economic value of a college educa­
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one person knows all the answers or 
even can find them all are qualities 
which a reference librarian should 
possess. Boredom is not one of the com­
plaints of a busy reference desk but 
there are times when you almost wish 
the phones would stop ringing and 
the patrons would disappear. Then 
you might have lost the chance to 
provide the serious college student 
with biographical information on 
Martin Maddan, the business man 
with a copy of a presidential executive 
order, the high school student with 
debate material on lowering the vot­
ing age, the researcher with copies 
of the laws pertaining to women 
which were in effect in colonial Rhode 
Island, or the parent with informa­
tion on when to take his children to 
the Museum of Science in Boston and 
how to get there. And oh yes, for 
most reference librarians life would 
be pretty dull without people and 
their questions. 

BOOKMOBILE SERVICE TO 
CHILDREN 

By MARY BLAIR 
Assistant Supervisor, Public Libmry 

Service in Rural Areas 

Bot rods, dinosaurs, guns, horse 
stories, baseball, and Dr. Seuss books 
-as we might expect, these are at 
the top of the year-round children's 
request list on Rhode Island's only 
Bookmobile. Seasonally, we get de­
mands for holiday programs, cells, 
masers and lasers, fishing, and taxi­
dermy. Periodically, teachers send us 
forty youngsters at a time, each to 
borrow "a classic" for a book report. 
All year long, we have parents who 
take books home in shopping bags­
something for each member of the 
family, including picture books for 
the pre-schoolers. 

Service to children on the Book­
mobile, as in stationary public li­
braries, consists, in part, of giving 

children "what they want." But a 
much more important part of our 
service, it seems to me, is to make 
children aware of the stories, authors, 
and subjects they do not know, and 
consequently never ask for. To the 
youngsters who want "something fun­
ny," I give not only Homer Price> 
Henry Huggins, Mr. Popper's Pen­
guins and The Moffats-always "sure­
fire"-but Lear's Nonsense Book, and 
Richard's Tirra Lirra (both humor­
ous poetry); Du Bois Twenty One 
Balloons (humor, plus fantasy, plus 
science fiction-quite sophisticated) ; 
and Hale's Peterkin Papers (humor­
ous and Victorian) . 

I try to give our rural children, 
who, unlike their city cousins, have 
brooks and woods and fields for their 
backyards, all the excellent nature 
books by Buck: In Ponds and Streams, 
In Woods and Fields, Pets from the 
Pond, etc. I try to show parents some 
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of the delightful easy-to-read books 
besides the ubiquitous Dr. Seuss, and 
to let teachers know that we have ten 
or twenty wonderful poetry anthol­
ogies for children besides the well­
known Arbuthnot. Whenever I can, 
I encourage adults who deal with 
children to read to the younger group 
from that great body of children's 
literature which five-to-eight-year-olds 
can savor and appreciate, but which 
they cannot manage themselves as yet: 
about "the great gray-green, greasy 
Limpopo River all set about with 
fever trees"-about Dame Margery 
Twist who filled her reticule with a 
parcel of simples and rode off to nurse 
a fairy lady-and about the old hag 
with "her wig and her wag and her 
long leather bag". 

In an increasingly impersonal 
world, it is one of the great satisfac­
tions of librarianship that good li­
brary service is still a very personal 
thing. Many children, left alone, re­
ject books for a variety of reasons 
quite apart from the story: strange 
backgrounds; unfamiliar periods of 
history; or difficult proper names. 
Face to face with a child, how easy 
it is to sketch in, with a few words, 
some exciting bit of plot which will 
make the extra reading effort worth­
while! One of my long-time favorites 
is the N ewbery winner by Kelly, 
Trumpeter of Krakow. It is filled 
with adventure, mystery, alchemy, 
sorcery, and the great Tarnov Crystal 
secreted inside a pumpkin (shades of 
Whittaker Chambers!) all set in fif­
teenth century Poland, but even the 
most avid mystery reader won't take 
it home without some introduction. 

The success of the Bookmobile's 
service to children is measured not 
only by reflecting the "trends" as they 
are voiced by boys and girls, but by 
creating "trends" where they do not 
yet exist-toward fairy tales, poetry, 
and biography as well as baseball, 
horse stories, and guns. 

READY MADE CATALOGING­
HOW READY? 

By HELEN G. KuRTZ 
Bmwn University Library 

Each year we draw closer to cen­
tralized cataloging and various co­
operative cataloging plans. Here in 
Rhode Island cataloging service is 
provided to some libraries under the 
services to rural areas program, and 
the Humphry report suggests this 
should be considerably expanded. 
Most of these programs rely on Li­
brary of Congress cards andj or proof 
sheets, or '!\Tilson cards. In addition, 
many libraries buy cards indepen­
dently, or the cataloger consults the 
National Union Catalog for help in 
cataloging. It has been argued that 
it is more economical to accept 
printed cards as they come, and to 
resist the temptation to improve or 
alter them. Many cards will prove 
to be adequate, but there are certain 
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one person knows all the answers or 
even can find them all are qualities 
which a reference librarian should 
possess. Boredom is not one of the com­
plaints of a busy reference desk but 
there are times when you almost wish 
the phones would stop ringing and 
the patrons would disappear. Then 
you might have lost the chance to 
provide the serious college student 
with biographical information on 
Martin Maddan, the business man 
with a copy of a presidential executive 
order, the high school student with 
debate material on lowering the vot­
ing age, the researcher with copies 
of the laws pertaining to women 
which were in effect in colonial Rhode 
Island, or the parent with informa­
tion on when to take his children to 
the Museum of Science in Boston and 
how to get there. And oh yes, for 
most reference librarians life would 
be pretty dull without people and 
their questions. 

BOOKMOBILE SERVICE TO 
CHILDREN 

By MARY BLAIR 
Assistant Supervisor} Public Library 

Semice in Rural Areas 

Hot rods, dinosaurs, guns, horse 
stories, baseball, and Dr. Seuss books 
-as we might expect, these are at 
the top of the year-round children's 
request list on Rhode Island's only 
Bookmobile. Seasonally, we get de­
mands for holiday programs, cells, 
masers and lasers, fishing, and taxi­
dermy. Periodically, teachers send us 
forty youngsters at a time, each to 
borrow "a classic" for a book report. 
All year long, we have parents who 
take books home in shopping bags­
something for each member of the 
family, including picture books for 
the pre-schoolers. 

Service to children on the Book­
mobile, as in stationary public li­
braries, consists, in part, of giving 

children "what they want." But a 
much more important part of our 
service, it seems to me, is to make 
children aware of the stories, authors, 
and subjects they do not know, and 
consequently never ask for. To the 
youngsters who want "something fun­
ny," I give not only Homer Price} 
Henry Huggins} Mr. Popper's Pen­
guins and The Moffats-always "sure­
fire"-but Lear's Nonsense Book} and 
Richard's Tirra Lirra (both humor­
ous poetry) ; Du Bois Twenty One 
Balloons (humor, plus fantasy, plus 
science fiction-quite sophisticated) ; 
and Hale's Peterkin Papers (humor­
ous and Victorian) . 

I try to give our rural children, 
who, unlike their city cousins, have 
brooks and woods and fields for their 
backyards, all the excellent nature 
books by Buck: In Ponds and Streams} 
In Woods and Fields} Pets from the 
Pond} etc. I try to show parents some 
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of the delightful easy-to-read books 
besides the ubiquitous Dr. Seuss, and 
to let teachers know that we have ten 
or twenty wonderful poetry anthol­
ogies for children besides the well­
known Arbuthnot. 'J\Ihenever I can, 
I encourage adults who deal with 
children to read to the younger group 
from that great body of children's 
literature which five·to-eight-year-olds 
can savor and appreciate, but which 
they cannot manage themselves as yet: 
about "the great gray-green, greasy 
Limpopo River all set about with 
fever trees"-about Dame Margery 
Twist who filled her reticule with a 
parcel of simples and rode off to nurse 
a fairy lady-and about the old hag 
with "her wig and her wag and her 
long leather bag". 

In an increasingly impersonal 
world, it is one of the great satisfac­
tions of librarianship that good li­
brary service is still a very personal 
thing. Many children, left alone, re­
ject books for a variety of reasons 
quite apart from the story: strange 
backgrounds; unfamiliar periods of 
history; or difficult proper names. 
Face to face with a child, how easy 
it is to sketch in, with a few words, 
some exciting bit of plot which will 
make the extra reading effort worth­
while! One of my long-time favorites 
is the Newbery winner by Kelly, 
Trumpeter of Krakow. It is filled 
with adventure, mystery, alchemy, 
sorcery, and the great Tarnov Crystal 
secreted inside a pumpkin (shades of 
Whittaker Chambers!) all set in fif­
teenth century Poland, but even the 
most avid mystery reader won't take 
it home without some introduction. 

The success of the Bookmobile's 
service to children is measured not 
only by reflecting the "trends" as they 
are voiced by boys and girls, but by 
creating "trends" where they do not 
yet exist-toward fairy tales, poetry, 
and biography as well as baseball, 
horse stories, and guns. 
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Each year we draw closer to cen­
tralized cataloging and various co­
operative cataloging plans. Here in 
Rhode Island cataloging service is 
provided to some libraries under the 
services to rural areas program, and 
the Humphry report suggests this 
should be considerably expanded. 
Most of these programs rely on Li­
brary of Congress cards andj or proof 
sheets, or 'J\Iilson cards. In addition, 
many libraries buy cards indepen­
dently, or the cataloger consults the 
National Union Catalog for help in 
cataloging. It has been argued that 
it is more economical to accept 
printed cards as they come, and to 
resist the temptation to improve or 
alter them. Many cards will prove 
to be adequate, but there are certain 
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problems which arise in the use of 
these aids which both the admini­
strator and the cataloger should un­
derstand. If we are agreed that the 
public catalog should provide the pa­
tron with a better chance of locating 
materials than he has of winning the 
New Hampshire sweepstakes, a few 
words of caution may be in order. 

For 12 years between April, 1951 
and August, 1963 the Library of Con­
gress used "limited cataloging" for 
trade publications, e.g., fiction, biog­
raphy, history, drama, poetry, reli­
gion, travel, juveniles, text books, 
pamphlets, etc. This was instituted 
to cut down on time and expense in 
cataloging: for example, the books 
thus cataloged had shorter descrip­
tions -only the last numbered page 
was given, and all illustrative material 
was recorded simply as "illus." Notes 
were cut to a minimum, as were added 
entries. The results of these limita­
tions were recently studied at L.C. 
and weighed against comments of 
card subscribers and others. It was 
then decided to go back to a single 
set of cataloging rules for all publica­
tions. Therefore, card users will find 
more complete descriptive cataloging 
in use again, but cards purchased for 
books published in that 12 year period 
will still reflect the "limited catalog­
ing" practice. For instance, editors 
named on the title page may or may 
not be traced as added entries on L.C. 
cards. If this person is considered im­
portant, or if there is reason to be­
lieve the book will be looked for under 
the editor's name, the extra entry will 
be needed, and the tracing added. If 
the illustrator is considered important 
this name would have to be added 
to the L.C. cataloging. Examples of 
this kind of adaptation could be con­
siderably expanded; however, the 
point is, to be certain the tracings and 
description are really adequate for 
the needs of the library buying ready­
made cards. 

Librarians should be aware that 
revision of the cataloging code is 
currently underway and is being re­
flected on L.C. cards even though 
changes in rules have not been com­
pleted or widely publicized. Inde­
pendent cataloging by the present 
code may not produce the same result 
as the L.C. printed card. Publisher's 
Weekly's Book Publishing Record 
has cataloged The spy who came in 
fmm the cold in the traditional 
manner, e.g. as by [Cornwell, David 
Moore], bracketed because the title 
page reads [by] John le Carre which 
is a pseudonym. The L. C. printed 
card does not follow old rules and 
does not carry the brackets. 

Subject headings provided by 
Wilson or L.C. when fully copied 
can lead to considerable confusion, 
not only for the public, but also for 
the reference librarian. Some writers 
on cooperative cataloging notwith­
standing, this writer believes logic 
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should prevail over short sighted 
economies. L.C., as we all know, is 
cataloging for itself-a huge research 
institution, and its list of subject 
headings is expanding each month 
with very specific headings. \!\Tilson 
and L.C. cards have been found in 
one study' to be identical 40% of the 
time and to be different 26.8% of 
the time only because the catalogers 
doing the books made different 
choices, and not because identical 
headings were not available. So the 
problem is widespread. 

"See" and "See also" references 
are often orphans. In a recent class 
in cataloging it was discovered that 
one R. I. library was buying L.C. 
cards and typing on the subject head­
ings just as they appeared on the 
printed cards. Nobody was aware 
that any cross references were in 
order. This "inexpensive" practice 
will cause such a heading as "Men­
tally handicapped children" to enter 
the catalog while most of the library's 
material will be under the older head­
ing "Children, Abnormal and back­
ward." The possibilities are endless. 
If a library or a cooperative catalog­
ing project accepts "Discrimination in 
public accommodations" is this being 
too definitive? If the library or 
libraries are already using "Race 
discrimination" and/ or "Negroes­
Discrimination" should they think 
seriously before typing on headings 
"Discrimination in housing," "Dis­
crimination in public accommoda­
tions," etc.? Will not too many head­
ings divide the material of a small 
collection too much and considerably 
diminish the patron's chance of a 
direct hit? And who will pay for the 
necessary subject work to relate the 
headings? Some libraries use L.C. 
subject headings, but buy Wilson 
cards. or vice versa. This, and the 
problem of establishing and relating 

1 Jackson , S. L. "Sears and L.C. subject 
headings compared ." Library f. 86:755-56. 

new headings, reveals the very real 
necessity for recording decisions in a 
subject authority file. 

Being too specific, or accepting all 
the subdivisions of subjects on printed 
cards can be as ill advised as accept­
ing a single inadequate subject head­
ing which comes "ready made." A 
book with the title Los Angeles, San 
Francisco & Las Vegas on $5.00 and 
$10 a day, is provided with "South­
west, New-Description & travel­
Guide-books" as its only subject ap­
proach. It is obvious that even the 
initiated library patron, or the li­
brarians themselves, would not think 
of this as an approach to a travel 
book on Los Angeles, San Francisco 
or Las Vegas. This book has literally 
been dropped into oblivion except 
from the author or title approach. 

It is hoped that these few com­
ments will show that it is not always 
cheaper to accept too definitive head­
ings when the library already has an 
adequate one, or is it economical to 
use a poor heading which does not 
describe the book simply because a 
Wilson or an L.C. cataloger has made 
an unwise choice. 

YOUR MEDICAL COUSIN 
By ANNE MAXVILLE, Librarian 

St . .Joseph's Hospital 

That the Rhode Island Library As­
sociation is, of library associations, the 
firstest with the mostest is acknowl­
edged by all right thinking persons. 
School librarians, too, have been mak­
ing themselves heard in the land, but 
how many Rhode Island librarians 
are aware that there is another library 
association of specialized librarians 
flourishine- right under their noses? 

The Rhode Island Chapter of the 
Medical Library Association was con­
ceived early in I 952 and was the 
product of an outlander librarian 's 
professional loneliness. At that time 
the new librarian at the School of 
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should prevail over short sighted 
economies. L.C., as we all know, is 
cataloging for itself-a huge research 
institution, and its list of subject 
headings is expanding each month 
with very specific headings. Wilson 
and L.C. cards have been found in 
one study' to be identical 40% of the 
time and to be different 26.8% of 
the time only because the catalogers 
doing the books made different 
choices, and not because identical 
headings were not available. So the 
problem is widespread. 

"See" and "See also" references 
are often orphans. In a recent class 
in cataloging it was discovered that 
one R. I. library was buying L.C. 
cards and typing on the subject head­
ings just as they appeared on the 
printed cards. Nobody was aware 
that any cross references were in 
order. This "inexpensive" practice 
will cause such a heading as "Men­
tally handicapped children" to enter 
the catalog while most of the library 's 
material will be under the older head­
ing "Children, Abnormal and back­
ward." The possibilities are endless. 
If a library or a cooperative catalog­
ing project accepts "Discrimination in 
public accommodations" is this being 
too definitive? If the library or 
libraries are already using "Race 
discrimination" and/ or "Negroes­
Discrimination" should they think 
seriously before typing on headings 
"Discrimination in housing," "Dis­
crimination in public accommoda­
tions," etc.? Will not too many head­
ings divide the material of a small 
collection too much and considerably 
diminish the patron's chance of a 
direct hit? And who will pay for the 
necessary subject work to relate the 
headings? Some libraries use L.C. 
subject headings, but buy Wilson 
cards. or vice versa. This, and the 
problem of establishing and relating 
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new headings, reveals the very real 
necessity for recording decisions in a 
subject authority file. 

Being too specific, or accepting all 
the subdivisions of subjects on printed 
cards can be as ill advised as accept­
ing a single inadequate subject head­
ing which comes "ready made." A 
book with the title Los Angeles, San 
Francisco & Las Vegas on $5.00 and 
$10 a day, is provided with "South­
west, New-Description & travel­
Guide-books" as its only subject ap­
proach. It is obvious that even the 
initiated library patron, or the li­
brarians themselves, would not think 
of this as an approach to a travel 
book on Los Angeles, San Francisco 
or Las Vegas_ This book has literally 
been dropped into oblivion except 
from the author or title approach. 

It is hoped that these few com­
ments will show that it is not always 
cheaper to accept too definitive head­
ings when the library already has an 
adequate one, or is it economical to 
use a poor heading which does not 
describe the book simply because a 
Wilson or an L.C. cataloger has made 
an unwise choice. 

YOUR MEDICAL COUSIN 
By ANNE MAXVILLE, Librarian 

St . .Joseph's Hospital 

That the Rhode Island Library As­
sociation is, of library associations, the 
firstest with the mostest is acknowl­
edged by all right thinking persons. 
School librarians, too, have been mak­
ing themselves heard in the land, but 
how many Rhode Island librarians 
are aware that there is another library 
association of specialized librarians 
fiourishinE right under their noses? 

The Rhode Island Chapter of the 
Medical Library Association was con­
ceived early in I 952 and was the 
product of an outlander librarian's 
professional loneliness. At that time 
the new librarian at the School of 
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Nursing at Roger Williams General 
Hospital sent out an invitation for a 
get-together meeting. It was her con­
viction (and still is) that there are 
just too, too many associations to join, 
most of which are time-wasters as is 
evidenced by the difficulties most or­
ganizations have with poor attendance 
and lukewarm support. So, in the 
Solarium at Roger \t\Tilliams, she made 
a plea for professional companion­
ship BUT ONLY if there were a real 
need for it. "Let's not have any 
officers. \t\Te won't need a treasurer, 
because let 's not have any dues. In­
deed, if this club doesn' t survive 
easily, let's let it die a natural death 
with this meeting, because there will 
be no real need for its existence. Let 
there be no membership campaigns, 
no reproaches for non-attendance." 
Some responsive chord must have 
been struck, for that is the way it was 
-and is today. 

After getting along by itself nicely 
for several years, one autumn day 
Helen DeJong of the R. I. Medical 
Society Library and Anne Maxville of 
the St. Joseph 's Hospital Libraries 
went to the Yale Medical School Li­
brary to meet with similarly-minded 
people from round about with a view 
to combining the small existing med­
ical library organizations in the New 
England area. It was at this time 
that the New England Regional 
Group of the Medical Library Asso­
ciation came into being. As in the 
case of the Rhode Island group, the 
amalgamation has survived without 
officers or dues. An annual regional 
meeting of two days is held in rota­
tion through the states. The Host 
state is THE officer, and the only 
money involved is the $1.00 Registra­
tion fee which pays for the dinner of 
the official guests at the Banquet. 
(Brown and Connolly, Inc., pays for 
the cocktail party.) It so happens 
that Rhode Island is the only state 
which has twice been hostess, our 

second time having been the Fall of 
1963 during the Centenary of Rhode 
Island Hospital. The guest speaker 
at the Banquet held at Brown Uni­
versity was Scott Adams, Acting Li­
brarian of the National Library of 
Medicine of Bethesda, Maryland. 
Congressman Fogarty another hon­
ored guest was also present. 

The Rhode Island group usually 
meets (no set date, but approximate­
ly every other month an urge ma­
terializes into telephone calls and ar­
rangements) at the Brown University 
Faculty Club for a dinner-cum-talk­
shop session, courtesy of member 
Josephine Carson of the Biological 
Sciences Library of the University. 
Now and then, however, they meet at 
the Rhode Island Medical Society Li­
brary for wine, cheese, crackers and va­
cation slides (if there is a distinguish­
ing characteristic of a medical libra­
rian, it is that she generally gets abroad 
in the summer, and that the slides 
she brings back are not of hospitals 
or even libraries) . About once every 
two or three years, a meeting is held 
at each member library, and espe­
cially when one has some new furni­
ture or similar thing to show off. 

All is not beer and skittles at their 
meetings however. The most valuable 
project which the Group has inaugu­
rated and carried on is their Union 
List of Medical Journals in the State 
of Rhode Island. The members feel 
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Nursing at Roger Williams General 
Hospital sent out an invitation for a 
get-together meeting. It was her con­
viction (and still is) that there are 
just too, too many associations to join, 
most of which are time-wasters as is 
evidenced by the difficulties most or­
ganizations have with poor attendance 
and lukewarm support. So, in the 
Solarium at Roger \t\Tilliams, she made 
a plea for professional companion­
ship BUT ONLY if there were a real 
need for it. "Let's not have any 
officers. \t\Te won't need a treasurer, 
because let 's not have any dues. In­
deed, if this club doesn' t survive 
easily, let's let it die a natural death 
with this meeting, because there will 
be no real need for its existence. Let 
there be no membership campaigns, 
no reproaches for non-attendance." 
Some responsive chord must have 
been struck, for that is the way it was 
-and is today. 

After getting along by itself nicely 
for several years, one autumn day 
Helen DeJong of the R. I. Medical 
Society Library and Anne Maxville of 
the St. Joseph 's Hospital Libraries 
went to the Yale Medical School Li­
brary to meet with similarly-minded 
people from round about with a view 
to combining the small existing med­
ical library organizations in the New 
England area. It was at this time 
that the New England Regional 
Group of the Medical Library Asso­
ciation came into being. As in the 
case of the Rhode Island group, the 
amalgamation has survived without 
officers or dues. An annual regional 
meeting of two days is held in rota­
tion through the states. The Host 
state is THE officer, and the only 
money involved is the $1.00 Registra­
tion fee which pays for the dinner of 
the official guests at the Banquet. 
(Brown and Connolly, Inc., pays for 
the cocktail party.) It so happens 
that Rhode Island is the only state 
which has twice been hostess, our 

second time having been the Fall of 
1963 during the Centenary of Rhode 
Island Hospital. The guest speaker 
at the Banquet held at Brown Uni­
versity was Scott Adams, Acting Li­
brarian of the National Library of 
Medicine of Bethesda, Maryland. 
Congressman Fogarty another hon­
ored guest was also present. 

The Rhode Island group usually 
meets (no set elate, but approximate­
ly every other month an urge ma­
terializes into telephone calls and ar­
rangements) at the Brown University 
Faculty Club for a dinner-cum-talk­
shop session, courtesy of member 
Josephine Carson of the Biological 
Sciences Library of the University. 
Now and then, however, they meet at 
the Rhode Island Medical Society Li­
brary for wine, cheese, crackers and va­
cation slides (if there is a distinguish­
ing characteristic of a medical libra­
rian, it is that she generally gets abroad 
in the summer, and that the slides 
she brings back are not of hospitals 
or even libraries) . About once every 
two or three years, a meeting is held 
at each member library, and espe­
cially when one has some new furni­
ture or similar thing to show off. 

All is not beer and skittles at their 
meetings however. The most valuable 
project which the Group has inaugu­
rated and carried on is their Union 
List of Medical Journals in the State 
of Rhode Island. The members feel 
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that this List is so valuable to them 
that each would willingly pay a smart 
sum for a copy; but this has proved 
to be unnecessary since Brown Uni­
versity also feels that it is important 
and subsidizes the clerical and pub­
lishing costs. The List is revised every 
three or four years- though a run­
ning revision is always kept up. The 
current revision has been deliberately 
slowed down awaiting jelling of the 
new medical school at Brown and the 
consequent addition of many new 
journals. 

Most of the member libraries par­
ticipate in standard library loan cus­
toms (library to library; not library 
to person) ; all are open for reference 
use only, to responsible persons; but 
most warn that their libraries are 
deep in the heart of the hospital, or 
organization) , that their wares are 
highly specialized, and space is at a 
premium. A possible exception to 
this rule is the R. I. Medical Society 
Library which gives community ser­
vice for reference use, though their 
books do not circulate to non­
members of the Society. 

Of those participating in mush­
room sandwiches and Petite fours that 
inauguration day at Roger Williams, 
several still remain as pillars of the 
Group: Helen DeJong, R. I. Medical 
Society Library, Doris .T ohnson, R. I. 
Hospital Peters House Library, Betty 
Tillinghast, R. I. Hospital School of 
Nursing Library, and the venerable 
founder, Anne Maxviile, now of St. 
Joseph's and Our Lady of Fatima 
Hospital Libraries. 

The average Rhode Island meeting 
draws about fifteen people. The aver­
age Regional meeting about 125. 
\t\Then Maine, Vermont or New 
Hampshire is the Host Library, 
it is a problem to find more than one 
or two libraries to participate in the 
burden of running a six-state meet­
ing. Connecticut and Massachusetts, 
of course, range from the giants of 

Harvard and Yale Medical Schools, 
the Boston Medical Library, to the 
many small hospital libraries scattered 
over their states. In spite of this ex­
treme range of personnel, book stock, 
and interest, both the New England 
Regional Group of the Medical Li­
brary Association and the Rhode Is­
land Chapter continue to flourish­
without president or dues but with 
profit to all. 

----
HOW TO BE NEIGHBORS 

AND FRIENDS 
By RuTH E. TABOR, Librarian 
East Greenwich High School 

The onus of school-public library 
cooperation rests upon the school li­
brarian. It is she who sets standards 
of acceptable library behavior and 
teaches students to use the library's 
many resources. It is she who secures 
and promptly delivers to the public 
library, copies of book report lists. 
(In fact, it is she who indoctrinates 
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faculty members to produce extra 
copies of the same for this specific 
purpose!) It is the school librarian 
who alerts the public librarian to the 
"run" on Egyptian mummies or the 
Globe theater from the high school 
and suggests that the March, 1961 
issue of National Geographic will 
meet the needs of Sophomores 
searching for Pan-American Highway 
information. 

It is the school librarian who sug­
gests that the English Department 
spread their types of book reports 
throughout the year so that two hun­
dred Juniors are not demanding biog­
raphies in November and three hun­
dred and fifty Freshmen wiii not 
clamor for essays in May. The school 
librarian reminds her faculty that 
there are areas where encyclope­
dias are the best (yea, often the 
only) sources of suitable information 
for student use. On occasion. the 
school librarian may even check the 
public library holdings in a specific 
area for a teacher who is considering 
a certain type of assignment. Because 
she knows the public library collec­
tion, the librarian may even recom­
mend that a teacher send one student 
instead of thirty for a specific piece of 
information. 

In towns where the majority of stu­
dents use a single library, life is per­
haps simple. Where there are several 
libraries in the area, used equally by 
large numbers of students, the school 
librarian's responsibility extends to 
each. A personal visit or telephone 
call may serve for one library, where 
another is best reached by mail or a 
wiiiing student errand-boy. 

It has become the practice in our 
town to move the school library 
copies of titles on a school summer 
reading list to the public library on 
the last day of school in June. This 
provides opportunity for at least five 
two-week charges for each copy before 
school reopens in September and 

eliminates the necessity for extensive 
duplication on the part of the public 
library. With these volumes reserved 
for the use of our students, the library 
copies are available for those from 
the many other schools who use our 
public library facilities. 

The school and the public library 
may find a form of cooperative pur­
chasing worthwhile. If one owns 
BOOKS IN PRINT, could the other 
provide the SUBJECT GUIDE TO 
BOOKS IN PRINT? If one receives 
the BOOK REVIEW DIGEST, could 
the other get the FICTION CATA­
LOG or HORN BOOK? Our public 
library has outstanding collections of 
natural history and local history, the 
school can therefore build in the areas 
of mathematics and literary criticism 
or education. A seldom-used title 
available in either library need not be 
purchased or replaced by the other 
if inter-library loans can be arranged. 
By the same token, suggestions for 
purchase may be freely exchanged 
when titles have general interest or 
value for either clientele. 

Cooperation in the purchase and 
storage of periodicals may also be 
desirable since neither library can 
spare storage space for all the back 
issues we would like to retain. 

Other time-, temper-, or money­
saving suggestions for cooperation be­
tween school and public libraries may 
be in effect in Rhode Island. Why 
not share them with us so we can all 
be friends as well as neighbors? 

LIBRARIAN TO TRUSTEE 
By MARTHA R. McPARTLAND 

(EDITOR's NoTE: To show that an 
annual report can be fun to read.) 
To the Trustees of the East Green­

wich Free Library Association: 
It is my privilege to present to you 

this report for the year of 1963. 
To try to summarize the past year 

in a few paragraphs is like trying to 
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carry a wildcat in a paper bag. In­
creases burst out in every direction­
increases in circulation, in borrowers, 
in the number of books added to our 
collection and, resultantly, the work 
load on a small staff rose accordingly. 
To begin with, our total circulation 
in 1963 was 69,919 volumes, which is 
2,154 more than the 1962 figure. Of 
this number, 43,309 were adult books 
and 26,610 were children's books. 
This is an average of 230 books issued 
each day-a goodly number for a li­
brary of this size. Increased, too, was 
the number of borrowers, we now 
have 8,260 active borrowers, 2,763 of 
whom are children. This is 1,011 
more than last year. During 1963 we 
added 1,137 new books and had to 
discard 907 volumes. There are now 
24,925 volumes in the library. We 
have continued our efforts to build up 
the children's collection and added 
336 new books for them this year, 
about 60 per cent of which were ob­
tained through the Public Library 
Services in Rural Areas program. We 
now have 4,895 children's books in 
the library and many demanding 
young readers. 

Both my assistants, Mrs. Mary Rice 
and Mrs. Ruth Yost, are to be espe­
cially commended this year for their 
cooperation and willingness to make 
the extra effort required to assimilate 
these steady increases. 

The Book and Program Committee 
presented three very fine lectures 
during the 1962-1963 season and these 
have been very well received and at­
tended. Mrs. Rice has had her little 
group enjoying Saturday morning 
Story Hour. The visits to the local 
schools by the librarian were conti­
nued last Fall and some seven hundred 
youngsters were contacted in their 
schoolrooms. This cooperation from 
public and parochial school officials, 
combined with most cordial and re­
ciprocal relations with Mrs. Ruth 
Tabor, the high school librarian, are 

strong factors in accounting for the 
increased use of the library by our 
young people. 

Our memorial collections continue 
to grow. The Nichols Collection has 
added several fine volumes, as has the 
Arthur Earnshaw Collection. The 
Thomas Casey Greene Memorial Col­
lection has also added a number of 
outstanding volumes of Americana, 
and, through the generosity of the 
Greene family, the initial fund has 
been increased. The Arthur B. Lisle 
Memorial collection has been inaugu­
rated this year through the generosity 
of Mrs. Arthur B. Lisle. We have al­
ready purchased a number of good 
books on landscape gardening and we 
hope to build up the Lisle Collection 
of outstanding books on related sub­
jects. Mr. Lisle was a member of the 
East Greenwich Free Library Asso­
ciation for forty years and its presi­
dent for twenty-three years. These 
various funds help mightily in allow­
ing us to purchase outstanding, and 
often quite expensive, volumes to 
round out our library collection. The 
donors would be edified to hear the 
enthusiastic comments of residents 
and newcomers upon finding such 
handsome and informative books 
available in a small town library. In 
addition to these special collections, 
several organizations have contrib­
uted books to the library and friends 
have made donations to our general 
fund. 

The year of 1963 you will agree has 
been another active one, in every 
sense of the word. We are part of the 
trend which leans toward continued 
use of library facilities especially cor­
relating them with all levels of educa­
tion. While we do this to the best 
of our ability, we try never to lose 
sight of our other duty to the adult 
citizen who seems sometime to get 
lost in the predominance of youth. 
The great pleasure in reading for en­
tertainment should not be relegated 

to the background. Reading is one of 
the few quiet pleasures left to us in 
this busy and troubled world and we 
must not neglect this important func­
tion of a library. 

The concerted efforts of all in help­
ing to make this a banner year is 
greatly appreciated. In 1964 we will 
once again need all our friends and 
supporters to assist us in improving 
our services and in maintaining the 
East Greenwich Free Library as an 
institution geared to meet the needs 
of a fast-growing community. 

National Library Week in Rhode 
Island had several distinguishing fac­
tors in its 1964 observance. Commis­
sioner of Education, Dr. William P. 
Robinson, Jr., served as State Chair­
man, with ]. Walter Hurkett and 

Richard Robbins as Executive Direc­
tor and Assistant Executive Director. 

On April 12th occurred two events 
of particular significance. The North 
Kingstown Free Library achieved spe­
cial recognition as a recipient of 
the Book-of-the-Month Club $1,000 
A ward in memory of Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher. Honored for outstanding ser­
vice to its community, the Library 
was also honored by the presence of 
guest speaker, the Honorable John 
E. Fogarty. 

The Foster Public Library pre­
sented a special dedicatory program 
to open its newly finished addition. 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Arthur C. Coe, presided over the oc­
casion which demonstrated admirable 
progress in library facilities and ser­
vices for the Town of Foster. 
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of our ability, we try never to lose 
sight of our other duty to the adult 
citizen who seems sometime to get 
lost in the predominance of youth. 
The great pleasure in reading for en­
tertainment should not be relegated 

to the background. Reading is one of 
the few quiet pleasures left to us in 
this busy and troubled world and we 
must not neglect this important func­
tion of a library. 

The concerted efforts of all in help­
ing to make this a banner year is 
greatly appreciated. In 1964 we will 
once again need all our friends and 
supporters to assist us in improving 
our services and in maintaining the 
East Greenwich Free Library as an 
institution geared to meet the needs 
of a fast-growing community. 

National Library Week in Rhode 
Island had several distinguishing fac­
tors in its 1964 observance. Commis­
sioner of Education, Dr. William P. 
Robinson, Jr., served as State Chair­
man, with ]. Walter Hurkett and 

Richard Robbins as Executive Direc­
tor and Assistant Executive Director. 

On April 12th occurred two events 
of particular significance. The North 
Kingstown Free Library achieved spe­
cial recognition as a recipient of 
the Book-of-the-Month Club $1,000 
A ward in memory of Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher. Honored for outstanding ser­
vice to its community, the Library 
was also honored by the presence of 
guest speaker, the Honorable .John 
E. Fogarty. 

The Foster Public Library pre­
sented a special dedicatory program 
to open its newly finished addition. 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Arthur C. Coe, presided over the oc­
casion which demonstrated admirable 
progress in library facilities and ser­
vices for the Town of Foster. 
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