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BULLETIN 
of the 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCLJ\ TION 

Vol. 34 November, 1962 No.2 

Reading Room, Library, Rhode Island School of Design 

AUTUMN MEETING 
of the 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1962 

AUDITORIUM 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
Providence, Rhode Island 

" 



PROGRAM 

9:00-10:00 A.M. Registration and Exhibits 

10:00 '1\Telcome. Dr. Albert Bush-Brown, 
President, Rhode Island School of Design 

Business Meeting 

11:30 Bibliophile's Tow· of Italy (with slides of the Grolier Club's 
Tour) 

Professor Francis P. Allen, 
Librarian, University of Rhode Island 

12:00-12:30 P.M. Exhibits 

1:00 Luncheon, Crown Hotel-Empire Room 
Exhibits 

2:30 ImpTOving Libmry Semice Statewide 
Mrs. T. J. Frizzell, Local (N.H.) Trustee since 1941; 

President, N. H. Library Trustees Association, 
1961-62 

3:30 Tea. Rhode Island School of Design Library, 
Miss Alice V. McGrath, Librarian, Hostess 

Exhibits are under the direction of Mr. F. '1\Tilliam Summers, Mr. H. 'W. 
Baxter, and Mrs. vVilliam S. Bancroft. 

PARKING AND TRANSPORTATION 

The Auditorium of the School of Design is on Market Square at the foot 

of College Hill. It is within reasonable walking distance from the center of 

the city. If a bus is needed, take any Tunnel bus; get off at the Tunnel en

trance and walk about two blocks along Canal Street. 

Parking will be a major problem. Early arrival will be necessary to obtain 

downtown parking. Park 'n' Lock is a possibility for aU-day parking and is 

not beyond reasonable walking distance. Taxis will be available for trans

portation to the Crown Hotel. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

TEAMWORK 

Back in 1956, we wrote a thesis for Wayne State University, that used 
rather freely the terms-communication, cooperation, and implementation. 
Since then we have become increasingly aware of the popularity of these words 
in library parlance and of their place in library activity. Time and use have 
not dulled their significance or message. 

For us in particular who live in New England where tradition and the 
status quo are respected, if not revered; there approaches a time of decision, 
a time for change, a time for the acceptance of new ideas and new methods. 
It is a time for recognition of goals for good library service and for action 
to attain them. 

The State of Rhode Island has recently experienced a series of surveys. 
Various reports from commissions, survey teams, and committees will be ap
pearing within the next few months. Not all recommendations will suit all 
communities or all individuals. They will deserve, however, careful considera
tion, and should furnish a basis for what is practicable immediately and what 
is possible in long-term planning. 

No immediate transformation will occur spontaneously as a result of 
publication of reports and facts on the library situation here. The climate 
should be favorable, however, for improvement in library standards. Presum
ably there is a growing awareness of the need for change in our library services, 
in its resources and methods. 

Basic to progress is the spirit of cooperation-cooperation among friends 
of libraries everywhere in our State. The Rhode Island Library Association 
is fortunate in a membership having widely varied activities and interests. 
Trustees include school administrators and teachers, professors, doctors and 
nurses, elected government officials and State employees, craftsmen, technicians, 
tradespeople, service employees, lawyers, architects, businessmen, bankers, 
authors, and many other specialists. They have signified their interest in libra
ries by belonging to the State Association. They have valuable knowledge and 
experience to devote to the cause of better libraries. 

Members of the Association, who are librarians, serve in diversified areas, 
in public, school, university and college, and in special libraries. The last 
category covers a wide range to serve banks, hospitals, research institutions, 
technological units, law firms, historical societies, industries, etc., ad infinitum. 
Special librarians bring to the Association an invaluable background in sub
ject knowledge and specialized skills. 

Recent legislation considered by Congress in the Amended Library Ser
vices Act: H. R. 11823 broke several barriers. It abolished a population limit 
on public library aid. It included school libraries, college and university libra
ries, and the training of librarians through institutes as objects and objectives 
for federal aid. 

The library world is made of diverse elements, far more so than the aver
age citizen realizes. The Rhode Island Library Association can draw strength 
from the varied elements in its membership. To develop strong cooperation 
for implementation of standards, the Association will need to utilize effectively 
means of communication for better dissemination of library news and action. 
The telephone, meetings of Boards of Trustees, newspapers and periodicals, 
radio and TV can help tell the library story. 
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In sharing aspirations through improved communication, by combining 
resources and exercising a community spirit, we can approach a pattern of 
library service within the geographical limits of our State that can be a model 
in accessibility of books and informational materials. 

New England was a pioneer in the early library movement. Rhode Island 
can be a pioneer in library service for the space age. By stimulating, through 
communication, public interest and support for good library service, by utiliz
ing fully the varied resources of all types of libraries and librarians in a co
operative effort, and by providing access to books and informational materials 
for its citizens of all ages, Rhode Island will be in a position to cope with the 
new era. As we see it, the Rhode Island Library Association has a mandate 
of serious responsibilit1 to fulfill. 

THE RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL 
OF DESIGN LIBRARY 

When the library of Rhode Island 
School of Design opened with the 
school in 1878, all its holdings were 
in one bookcase. Since then it has 
grown steadily through the support 
of an interested administration and 
the benefactions of many friends. It 
now houses within a charming 18th 
century reading room, a modern stack 
area, a slide, photograph and clipping 
department, and a carefully selected 
collection of books, periodicals, slides, 
photographs and color reproductions 
relating to all fields of fine and ap
plied arts. 

The library is unusual in that while 
it is organized to serve faculty, stu
dents and alumni of a design college 
with an expanding liberal arts pro
gram, at the same time it reflects the 
interests of a museum that is an in
tegral part of the college. In many 
jnstances these interests overlap, such 
as in painting, sculpture, drawing, 
jewelry and Colonial furniture. How
ever, the library has acquired, pri
marily for college interest, books on 
graphic design, costume, architecture 
and landscape architecture, industrial 
design and teacher education. For 
the museum, it has built up its col
lection on pottery and porcelain, Ori-

ELIZABETH G. MYER 

President, R. I. L. A. 

ental art, lace, wallpaper, Japanese 
prints and Colonial silver. 

Periodicals are an important supple-
. ment to a book collection in any field 

but particularly so in the field of de
sign. In addition to outstancllng peri
odicals in art and design published in 
the United States, the librarv sub
scribes to a number of periodicals pub
lished abroad such as Graphis and 
Gebrauchsgraphik (Graphic Design) , 
L'Oeil, Quadrurn and Cahier d'Art 
(Fine Ar~), Ia:Pan A1-chitect, L'Archi

tecture d' AujouTd'hui, Casabella, 
Bauen and Wohnen (Architecture) , 
L'Officie'l de la Couture and La 
Femme Chic (Apparel Design), Do
mus and Mobilia (Interior Design). 

The library is fortunate in having 
acquired through museum exchange 
nearly all of the museum bulletins in
dexed in the Art Index, which add 
appreciably to its periodical holdings. 

In a design college visual material 
is a very important part of the library. 
The Department of Slides, Photo
graphs and Clippings was established 
in 1880 when a large gift of reproduc
tions was received. Presently, this de
partment houses a large collection of 
slides, both large and small, for the 
use of faculty and museum staff; 
mounted photographs which supple
ment portfolios of plates in the li
brary; quality color reproductions for 

use in studios and workshops under 
faculty supervision, and over 60,000 
clippings on subjects ranging from 
Academic Costume to Zoo. 

The public is welcome to use the 
library for reference purposes but as 
a general rule library material may 
be taken out only by faculty, students, 
alumni, officers of the school, museum 
staff and museum associates. 

NARRAGANSETT BAY 
PENMAN 

(The Pe111na.n column for Autumn , 1962 
is written by Harve Stein who is an Associ
ate Professor of Illustration and Head of 
the Illustration Department at Rhode Island 
School of Design. He is a member of the 
American Water Color Society and an honor
ary life member of the Societv of Illustrators. 
Among the many children 's books illustrated 
by :VIr. Stein are "Make Way for a Sailor", 
by Nora B. Kubie; "Pirate Quest", by :\'ancy 
Faulkner; and "The New House", by Made
line D. Horn. His work is represented in the 
Irvin Kerlan Collection of Illustrated Chil
dren's f\ooks.) 

WHAT IS AN ILLUSTRATOR? 
An illustrator is a communicative 

pictorial artist. He loves and respects 
humanity with all its hopes, inde
cisions and concerns. He believes that 
he has something creative to say either 
within the scope of an author's writ
ten ideas, or as the result of his own 
independent thinking. 

In the report of the Visual Arts 
Committee, Harvard University, 1956, 
there is this preamble, "At no mo
ment in history since the invention of 
printing has man's communication 
with his fellow man been so largely 
taken over by visual media as today." 
It is logical, then, that the illustrator 
must understand the history and tra
dition of his profession if he is to ori
ent himself in time, and prepare to 
understand and communicate within 
his time. Since change is a logical out
growth of tradition, it is important 
that the stuc]ent illustrator understand 
how illustrators of the past have re
flected and affected the changing so
cial and economic structure of their 
times. 

The object of illustration is pic
torial communication. Its intention 
is to evoke an emotion, or communi
cate an idea. The result is that the 
text is intensified, made more under
standable, and in many instances the 
idea is carried further than the possi
bilities of the printed text. Illustra
tion is a social phenomenon. 

Illustration may be defined as an 
attitude toward picture making. It 
is the illustrator's function to do more 
than provide a spatial and plastic pic
torial accompaniment for the printed 
word. Through the use of contempo
rary communication symbols, he con
tributes impact, immediacy and clar
ity to the literary content. 

\1\Thile the Fine Arts are encoun
tered by most people only at will and 
by a comparatively small number of 
people, the illustrative arts are very 
much a part of the everyday life of 
everyone. Encountered without effort, 
frequently accidentally, usually un
obtrusively, the art of illustration has 
a tremendous effect upon the lives of 
men. 

This enormous and potentially at
tentive audience is a challenge to the 
illustrator in his double assignment; 
the production of pictorial elucida
tion and the adherence to the highest 
standards of pictorial art while doing 
it. The illustrator of children's books 
wields a tremendous influence upon 
the minds of adults who are in the 
process of growing up. The illustra
tor who elucidates for the adult mind 
may well shape the character of the 
worlcl of tomorrow. 

To be more than just an "adorner 
with pictures" (a dictionary defini
tion), the illustrator must possess cer
tain attributes which enable him to 
perform his art with success. The four 
minimum attributes are: 

I. the power of observation 
2. an active imagination 
3. a sympathetic human under

standing 
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4. thorough training in his artistic 
field 

From the very beginnings of re
corded art, there is a close relation be
tween the visual languages. There is 
no separation between fine art and 
illustration until the invention of the 
printed book. Always there has been 
a need for the function that the story
telling picture performs. The tradi
tion of illustration is as old as art 
itself. 

The Department of Illustration at 
Rhode Island School of Design is a 
part of the Division of Fine Arts of 
the College. The degree program is 
conceived on the premise that illus
tration is a specialized application of 
the broad principles that underlie fine 
art of any sort. Our experience has 
demonstrated that the illustration stu
dent 's training in the fine arts enables 
him to attack the problems of his spe
cialty with greater ease, with surer 
confidence and with heightened crea
tivity. 

The tools the illustrator uses are 
many. He may work in oil, casein, 
watercolor, or mixed media. He may 
use the camera, motion picture, tele
vision or the graphic printing proc
esses as his vehicle of expression. In 
today's rapidly changing world and 
its h eavily competitive society, the il
lustrator must have a working knowl
edge of the technicalities of his pro
fession. He must also, as a creative 
artist, be able to penetrate beneath 
the surface of the cliches and slogans, 
to set in motion spontaneous, fresh 
pictorial concepts. 

HARVE STEIN 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
Plans for National Library Week, 

1963 are progressing on schedule. Mr. 
Charles A. O'Connor, Jr., Superin
tendent of Schools, Newport, will 
serve as the chairman of the state 
committee. Additional members of 
the state committee will be announced 
shortly. 

One of the next tasks to be accom
plished is the formulation of goals 
for NL W. Certainly, Rhode Island 
librarians have a great many goals 
toward which we are working. Many 
of them so long range that it will take 
several years of hard work and several 
NL '"T and other campaigns to reach 
them. But, as President Kennedy has 
said, "Let us begin." 

Across the nation one of the weak
nesses of NLW has been a lack of local 
committee action. In too many cases 
a librarian or librarians takes com
plete responsibility for the program 
and carries out whatever displays and 
special events she can. NL'I\T is not 
primarily a publicity campaign. Its 
aim is to create a body of citizens in
terested in and articulate about the 
problems of libraries. The most ef
fective method of doing this is to in
volve local citizens in the planning 
and executing of your local NLW 
program. 

PRINCETON FILES 

King size, medium and 
small-Gaylord has all 

three in gray and 
desert sand 

Now is the time to begin planning 
for NLW 1962. Now is the time to 
form your local committee. Now is 
the time to develop your local goals. 
These may be short-range and include 
no more than the acquisition of some 
new shelves; or, long-range, and con
template increasing adult usage of 
your library. Ideally, your local plan 
will include both types of goals. 

We hope to carry out an energetic 
and effective state-wide program which 
will add spark to your local efforts. 
Please call on me for any assistance 
you need. 

F. "'TJLLlAM SUMMERS 

Executive Director, NL W 

LIBRARY 21-A BRIEF REPORT 
By Lours G. V AGIANOS 

Brown University 

On April 21, 1962 the ALA's first 
world's fair exhibit in the U. S. A. in 
more than fifty years opened in Seat
tle. Since the main theme of the Fair 
was the space age, a n attempt was 
made to key the exhibit to the pos
sible advances of the future. A bril
liant designer, Vance Johnson of Los 
Angeles, California, was retained to 
create the exhibit. His imagination 
produced what was easily one of the 
most artistic exhibits at the Fair. The 
designer set the exhibit inside two 
large circles nearly 65 feet in diameter 
with perimeter walls 6 feet high. Out
side these walls, the entire exhibit was 
enclosed in pools of water about 3 
inches deep, each pool provided with 
gentle water fountains. In the first 
circle were included the Univac Com
puter and the Ready Reference and 
Adult Re4ding areas; the Xerox thea
tre and the Learning Resources Area 
were placed within the second circle. 
A charming Children's World was lo
cated below the second circle. 

The message of the exhibit was 
simple and unmistakable: In the fu
ture, machines (such as computers, 

language laboratories, teaching ma
chines, microfilm reader) , books, and 
librarians will have to work together 
in providing the best library service 
possible for the people of the U. S. A. 
To many professional librarians this 
has seemed too simple and obvious a 
message to justify such an enormous 
expenditure, but they should be re
minded that the exhibit was not 
planned for them, though many of 
them profited from it. It was planned 
for the laymen, the average citizens, 
many of whom had never seen a com
puter in operation, never even heard 
of, let alone seen, a language labora
tory or teaching machine ; and have 
never been aware of the existence or 
use of microfilm and microprint read
ers. They enjoyed the exhibit. Many 
returned over and over again-bring
ing along new friends each time. More 
important, many took the trouble to 
tell the librarians who staffed the ex
hibit that they were leaving with a bet-
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4. thorough training in his artistic 
field 

From the very beginnings of re
corded art, there is a close relation be
tween the visual languages. There is 
no separation between fine art and 
illustration until the invention of the 
printed book. Always there has been 
a need for the function that the story
telling picture performs. The tradi
tion of illustration is as old as art 
itself. 

The Department of Illustration at 
Rhode Island School of Design is a 
part of the Division of Fine Arts of 
the College. The degree program is 
conceived on the premise that illus
tration is a specialized application of 
the broad principles that underlie fine 
art of any sort. Our experience has 
demonstrated that the illustration stu
dent 's training in the fine arts enables 
him to attack the problems of his spe
cialty with greater ease, with surer 
confidence and with heightened crea
tivity. 

The tools the illustrator uses are 
many. He may work in oil, casein, 
watercolor, or mixed media. He may 
use the camera, motion picture, tele
vision or the graphic printing proc
esses as his vehicle of expression. In 
today's rapidly changing world and 
its h eavily competitive society, the il
lustrator must have a working knowl
edge of the technicalities of his pro
fession. He must also, as a creative 
artist, be able to penetrate beneath 
the surface of the cliches and slogans, 
to set in motion spontaneous, fresh 
pictorial concepts. 

HARVE STEIN 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
Plans for National Library Week, 

1963 are progressing on schedule. Mr. 
Charles A. O'Connor, Jr., Superin
tendent of Schools, Newport, will 
serve as the chairman of the state 
committee. Additional members of 
the state committee will be announced 
shortly. 

One of the next tasks to be accom
plished is the formulation of goals 
for NLW. Certainly, Rhode Island 
librarians have a great many goals 
toward which we are working. Many 
of them so long range that it will take 
several years of hard work and several 
NL vV and other campaigns to reach 
them. But, as President Kennedy has 
said, "Let us begin." 

Across the nation one of the weak
nesses of NLvV has been a lack of local 
committee action. In too many cases 
a librarian or librarians takes com
plete responsibility for the program 
and carries out whatever displays and 
special events she can. NL'i\T is not 
primarily a publicity campaign. Its 
aim is to create a body of citizens in
terested in and articulate about the 
problems of libraries. The most ef
fective method of doing this is to in
volve local citizens in the planning 
and executing of your local NLW 
program. 

PRINCETON FILES 

King size, medium and 
small-Gaylord has all 

three in gray and 
desert sand 

Now is the time to begin planning 
for NLW 1962. Now is the time to 
form your local committee. Now is 
the time to develop your local goals. 
These may be short-range and include 
no more than the acquisition of some 
new shelves; or, long-range, and con
template increasing adult usage of 
your library. Ideally, your local plan 
will include both types of goals. 

We hope to carry out an energetic 
and effective state-wide program which 
will add spark to your local efforts. 
Please call on me for any assistance 
you need. 

F. VVILLlAM SUMMERS 

Executive DiTectoT, NL W 

LIBRARY 21-A BRIEF REPORT 
By Lours G. VAGIANOS 

Bmwn University 

On April 21, 1962 the ALA's first 
world's fair exhibit in the U. S. A. in 
more than fifty years opened in Seat
tle. Since the main theme of the Fair 
was the space age, a n attempt was 
made to key the exhibit to the pos
sible advances of the future. A bril
liant designer, Vance Johnson of Los 
Angeles, California, was retained to 
create the exhibit. His imagination 
produced what was easily one of the 
most artistic exhibits at the Fair. The 
designer set the exhibit inside two 
large circles nearly 65 feet in diameter 
with perimeter walls 6 feet high. Out
side these walls, the entire exhibit was 
enclosed in pools of water about 3 
inches deep, each pool provided with 
gentle water fountains. In the first 
circle were included the Univac Com
puter and the Ready Reference and 
Adult Re::tding areas; the Xerox thea
tre and the Learning Resources Area 
were placed within the second circle. 
A charming Children's World was lo
cated below the second circle. 

The message of the exhibit was 
simple and unmistakable: In the fu
ture, machines (such as computers, 

language laboratories, teaching ma
chines, microfilm reader) , books, and 
librarians will have to work together 
in providing the best library service 
possible for the people of the U. S. A. 
To many professional librarians this 
has seemed too simple and obvious a 
message to justify such an enormous 
expenditure, but they should be re
minded that the exhibit was not 
planned for them, though many of 
them profited from it. It was planned 
for the laymen, the average citizens, 
many of whom had never seen a com
puter in operation, never even heard 
of, let alone seen, a language labora
tory or teaching machine ; and have 
never been aware of the existence or 
use of microfilm and microprint read
ers. They enjoyed the exhibit. Many 
returned over and over again-bring
ing along new friends each time. More 
important, many took the trouble to 
tell the librarians who staffed the ex
hibit that they were leaving with a bet-
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ter understanding of libraries, libra
rianship, and machines. 

Library 21 librarians worked very 
hard to cultivate and leave with each 
visitor an image of librarians as vital, 
interested, enthusiastic human beings. 
Since thousands (14,000 daily during 
July) of people, from all walks of life 
and with a wide variety of interests 
visited "the Library", much fruitful 
public relations work may have been 
effected. 

This was an excellent first effort by 
the association. Although it had many 
faults which should be improved in 
any future enterprise of this kind, it 
was my feeling that this was an ex
hibit in which we could all take pride! 

SEMINAR ON AGING 
By MRs. EvA C. HINCHLIFFE, 

Librarian of the Clark Memorial 
Library, Shannock, Rhode Island 

The first annual Rhode Island Semi-
nar on Aging was held during the 
week, July 29 to August 3,1962, at the 
University of Rhode Island in King
ston, Rhode Island. 

Forty participants with a staff of 
nineteen comprised the five day con
ference. The participants were rep
resentatives from all the agencies and 
organizations in the state who are 
concerned in any way with the prob
lem of care for the aged citizens. 

The very notable staff included a 
large segment of the best minds in the 
country who are studying the subject: 
such as Dr. Carstensen, Executive Di
rector of the National Council of Sen
ior Citizens; Dr. Cummings, Specialist 
in Adult Education, Washington, 
D. C.; Dr. Dunn, Consultant in Men
tal and Physical Health, Washington, 
D. C.; Dr. Wilma Donahue, Lecturer 
on Gerontology, University of Michi
gan; William Fitch, Dr. Kent, Earl 
Klein, Dr. Basilovitch, Dr. Sowder, 
expert in Public Health Service; Doro
thy McCammon, member of Special 

Committee on Aging, U . S. Senate, 
and many others equally well qualified 
to discuss with and advise the partici
pants. 

The Rhode Island Library Associa
tion sent me as representative. This 
report deals largely with the services 
which our organization can render in 
helping older persons in the state. 

In order to consider the question in 
its broad aspects, the interrelation of 
programs and services of many state
wide agencies must be understood. 
Roughly speaking, the discussions were 
divided into six broad subjects: 
Health, Social ~Welfare , Education, 
Housing, Employment of older per
sons, and Recreation. Each subject 
was, of course, subdivided into several 
categories. 

Library Services 
Dr. Robert Bray, Chief of Division 

for the Blind. Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C., was the expert 
advisor on problems relating to Li
brarv Services for the Aging. His 
studies have convinced him that libra
ries, for the most part, have already 
made a good start in being well 
equipped to aiel elderly persons in 
selecting reading material suitable to 
their wants and needs. In view of 
the rapidly growing number of older 
patrons; however, Dr. Bray feels that 
libraries will want to expand their 
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existing services and be ready to add 
more as the need arises. 

In long discussions on the subject 
with other well-versed educators and 
in stimulating work groups, the fol
lowing library programs were con
sidered not only beneficial but essen
tial: 

l. Some way to be provided for dis
abled or immobile older persons who 
wish books to be made available to 
them from libraries to their homes; 
perhaps by using Boy Scouts or Girl 
Scouts on a voluntary basis, or by us
ing other retired patrons who are in 
good health and who would enjoy 
being of service; or by bookmobile. 

2. Open library rooms as meeting 
places for Golden Age groups or other 
similar organizations, where books and 
current events could be discussed in
formally. 

3. Present occasional travelogues, 
with slides whenever possible, to stim
ulate outside interests. 

4. Make book lists of desirable 
books that would be of interest to 
many types of older readers. Individu
als vary greatly in their likes and dis
likes; and, since an individual carries 
these same preferences on into later 
years, all types of books must be made 
available to them. Particularly desir
able for the chronically ill or disabled 
persons are smaller books which are 
lighter and easier to handle. Books 
with larger type also are often a neces
sity. In this connection, Miss Evelyn 
Prince, social worker, and Dr. Hayvis 
Woolf, member of the Rhode Island 
Optometric Association, reported they 
could give librarians information 
about procuring Books for Tired Eyes, 
and also Talking Books with machines 
to reproduce them which can be 
loaned and placed to advantage in 
nursing homes for patients who find 
reading difficult. There are also prism 
glasses for bed-ridden patients. 

Members of the Seminar urged li
brarians to become friendly counselors 

to aiel the older and often confused 
citizens in solving their worries by 
directing them to the proper sources 
of help, and also by suggesting books 
which can be read with pleasure or 
to further education and interests or 
to promote health and well-being. 

In the larger libraries, a specially 
trained helper to assist the aging 
would be desirable. 

Relating Library Services to 
Other Agencies 

l. Health. Librarians should have 
up-to-elate material on aids to health 
and high-level wellness. (High-level 
wellness is the favorite subject of the 
renowned Dr. Dunn whose many wise 
and witty suggestions were high lights 
of the Seminar. This delegate will 
never forget him.) 

2. Social Welfare . Full knowledge 
of all sources of aid-cultural, physi
cal and financial-should be readily 
at hand in all libraries. 

3. Employment. It was felt that 
here libraries could play an important 
role. In such non-professional jobs 
as, book mending, keeping stacks in 
order, answering requests for infor
mation, etc., many an older citizen, 
such as a retired teacher, could be 
used to advantage if only in part-time 
employment. 

Of the many objectives of the Semi
nar which were considered at length, 
at the end of the week, two stood out 
prominently: 

l. The advantage and great benefit 
of using the wisdom, experience, and 
training of our older citizens wherever 
and whenever practicable to augment 
the working force of our growing pop
ulation and to increase the state and 
nation's productivity. Emphasis was 
put on the use which can be made of 
older citizens in helping other older 
citizens. 

2. The necessity of making every 
ind iviclual, regardless of age, feel use-
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existing services and be ready to add 
more as the need arises. 

In long discussions on the subject 
with other well-versed educators and 
in stimulating work groups, the fol
lowing library programs were con
sidered not only beneficial but essen
tial: 

l . Some way to be provided for dis
abled or immobile older persons who 
wish books to be made available to 
them from libraries to their homes; 
perhaps by using Boy Scouts or Girl 
Scouts on a voluntary basis, or by us
ing other retired patrons who are in 
good health and who would enjoy 
being of service; or by bookmobile. 

2. Open library rooms as meeting 
places for Golden Age groups or other 
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current events could be discussed in
formally. 

3. Present occasional travelogues, 
with slides whenever possible, to stim
ulate outside interests. 
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books that would be of interest to 
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likes; and, since an individual carries 
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available to them. Particularly desir
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and also Talking Books with machines 
to reproduce them which can be 
loaned and placed to advantage in 
nursing homes for patients who find 
reading difficult. There are also prism 
glasses for bed-ridden patients. 

Members of the Seminar urged li
brarians to become friendly counselors 

to aid the older and often confused 
citizens in solving their worries by 
directing them to the proper sources 
of help, and also by suggesting books 
which can be read with pleasure or 
to further education and interests or 
to promote health and well-being. 

In the larger libraries, a specially 
trained helper to assist the aging 
would be desirable. 

Relating Library Services to 
Other Agencies 

I. Health. Librarians should have 
up-to-elate material on aids to health 
and high-level wellness. (High-level 
wellness is the favorite subject of the 
renowned Dr. Dunn whose many wise 
and witty suggestions were high lights 
of the Seminar. This delegate will 
never forget him.) 

2. Social Welfare. Full knowledge 
of all sources of aid-cultural, physi
cal and financial- should be readily 
at hand in all libraries. 

3. Employment. It was felt that 
here libraries could play an important 
role. In such non-professional jobs 
as, book mending, keeping stacks in 
order, answering requests for infor
mation, etc., many an older citizen, 
such as a retired teacher, could be 
used to advantage if only in part-time 
employment. 

Of the many objectives of the Semi
nar which were considered at length, 
at the end of the week, two stood out 
prominently: 

l. The advantage and great benefit 
of using the wisdom, experience, and 
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and whenever practicable to augment 
the working force of our growing pop
ulation and to increase the state and 
nation's productivity. Emphasis was 
put on the use which can be made of 
older citizens in helping other older 
citizens. 

2. The necessity of making every 
individual, regardless of age, feel use-



ful; useful in a physical capacity or 
just by being, as long as he lives, a 
person of dignity and good cheer. 

The old adage has been: Strive to 
grow old gracefully. 

Congressman Fogarty would add to 
this: 

Strive to grow old gracefully, 
Strive to grow old actively, 
Strive to grow old usefully. 

ANY DAY 
ELIZABETH G. MYER, 

Supemisor, Public Libm1ey Semices 
(This column is meant to give the reader 

a keyhole view of a work day- any day in 
the life of the author-librarian.) 

Never two days are the same, and 
never a one is dull. P. L. S. starts 
coming to life at 8 A.M., and by 8:30 
all are assembled. The fragrance of 
fresh coffee drifts over the bookcases 
while an early cup fortifies those 
bound for the hinterlands. The su
pervisor accompanies the bundled 
figures out to the bookmobile. Jim 
revs the motor, requests for the day's 
run are disposed of, and the blue 
bookmobile sails out of the big park
ing lot, bound for the west and a 
rugged day to take out and in 500 
plus books. 

Back to headquarters and time with 
the mail. Pakistan requests a copy of 
"Addresses Delivered at theN. E. L.A. 
Conference," in 1960, published by 
P. L. S. The L. A. D. Recruiting Net
work notifies us of a potential libra
rian who has written A. L. A. for in
formation and should be approached 
with data. The librarian of the Hope 
Library has immediate need for three 
books from its selected collection wait
ing at P. L. S. for cataloging. They 
are cataloged, given to a typist, will be 
moved thence to Ray for packaging. 

About ten o'clock the supervisor 
settles down to cataloging, working on 
a main collection for Kingston Free 
Library. Union shelf-list cards have 

been pulled by staff, and cover 
approximately two thirds of the col
lection. Cataloging goes at a fast clip 
until the new titles slow it down. 
Searching information, determining 
classifications, establishing subject 
headings, and accessioning move at a 
steady pace despite interesting inter
ruptions. 

Scheduled visitors from Pascoag ar
rive. The librarian and her book com
mittee take up quarters at a large 
committee table, then scatter to vari
ous stations to choose books of the 
various categories-reference, adult 
non-fiction and fiction, juvenile non
fiction and fiction , pre-school easy 
books, the young adult section. Book 
trucks with enticing selections trundle 
towards the table where they are ex
amined, listed, and later are figured 
by P. L. S. for value and stored. 

Meanwhile another group appears, 
hopefully ready to start selecting if 
convenient for P. L. S. despite no ap
pointment. Another table and nook 
for the enthusiastic visitors are found. 
Requests desired for books not at pres
ent in stock are noted by the super
visor until a phone call interrupts. 

The Secretary of State notifies the 
supervisor that attendance at the 
N. E. L. A. Conference, Swampscott, 
is approved. The door opens, and 
two members of the General Assembly 
appear to pick up books for the Cross 
Mills Public Library. Ray wheels out 
the red truck, and a good, up-to-elate 
encyclopedia is on its way to a busy 
community life. The door opens, and 
in comes a good friend, a book man 
who wants to bring us up-to-date on 
his firm's offerings. Again an en
trance; this time for a delivery from a 
local jobber. Books are brought into 
the Processing Area and there are 
signed for. 

Meanwhile electric typewriters hum, 
as master cards are typed for the rural 
public libraries. The secretary is oc
cupied with some correspondence, 
with monthly financial statements, 

and cutting a stencil. Soon the copier 
will be in action to provide materials 
needed for enclosures. The mimeo
graph machine will start revolving on 
the monthly newsletter and statistics. 
Other staff members are busily typing 
book orders. 

The VISltors from rural libraries 
stop for lunch in the adjoining cafe
teria. Some join the supervisor for a 
cup of coffee, which finishes her lunch. 
Phone calls continue coming on a 
wide variety of subjects. Between one 
and two P.M. staff are out for lunch, 
and the supervisor divides her time 
between cataloging and visitors. 

At 2 P.M. the supervisor attends a 
meeting of the Legislative Commission 
on Libraries at the State House. Back 
at headquarters by three-thirty. News 
of the day's run is heard from Jim, 
and requests from readers are exam
ined. The financial value of the clay's 
selections by visitors is being totalled 
on the adding machine, and will be 

sent to librarians by postcard. Cata
loging continues. Then it's time to 
check book spines lettered in the Proc
essing Area. Meanwhile a box of 
completed master shelf-list cards has 
appeared on the supervisor's desk, to 
be revised before accession records are 
entered and the collection is packed 
for shipping. 

Late in the afternoon a trustee stops 
by to ask for information on building 
planning. A Development Council 
friend drops down to verify some in
formation through atlases. The phone 
rings for some voucher information, 
which is channelled to the secretary. 
The federal auditor looks in, to thank 
us for the copy of a record sent him, 
which just about completes his survey 
of our records for 1959-1961. 

The office is being secured for the 
night. At four-thirty the phone ceases 
to ring. We sit and look at it and 
wonder if we are missing many calls 
with the switchboard closed. The 
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between cataloging and visitors. 
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peace is wonderful. \t\T e start on the 
accumulation covering the desk. The 
circulation book shows us an astound
ing record for the previous day. The 
bookmobile requests just received for 
the day require some searching. We 
"go to it", and determine how much 
we can supply readily or must order. 
A good time to revise more typed 
cards. The hand of the clock moves 
onward. Time for a little more cata
loging? With that film showing at a 
rural library tonight, with some com
ments due from us, it might be a good 
idea to leave now, and reach home in 
time to feed Mr. Felix Cat, to say 
nothing of oneself. Out to a waiting 
car and a peaceful ride homeward 
after a satisfying and all-too-short day 
at headquarters. 

NELA-NEW STRUCTURE 
The New England Library Associa

tion , since its inception, has been with
out formal structure. Anyone who at
tended a meeting and who paid the 
registration fee was a member. There 
were no clues. Since there was no for
mal membership, no quorum was nec
essary, and the Executive Board
which existed solely to plan the next 
meeting-was elected from those 
present. This has meant that, without 
formal organization, the Association 
had no power. Having no real exist
ence, the Association could play very 
little part in the professional world of 
the six New England states. Changes 
under way for several years were cli
maxed at the 1962 meeting by the 
adoption of a formal structure. The 
Association is now eligible for founda
tion money, and will be able to make 
contributions toward the advance of 
the library profession on a regional 
basis. 

The purpose of the Association, as 
set up in the original A 1·ticles of Agree
ment, Article II, Section I, was as fol
lows: 

The purpose of the Association 

shall be to hold regional conferences 
to encourage the ' exchange of ideas, 
and to advance the welfare of New 
England libraries. 

The structure was outlined in Ar
ticle Ill. MEMBERSHIP. FEES AND DuEs. 

Section I. Any library staff mem
ber, library board member, or other 
person interested in New England 
libraries may become a member of 
the Association. 

Section 2. Any person for whom 
a registration fee is paid at the cur
rent conference shall be considered 
a member of the Association, en
titled to speak and to vote. 

Section 3. There shall be no clues 
in the Association. A registration 
fee, established by the Executive 
Board, shall be paid by all who at
tend a conference of the Association. 

Article IV. OFFICERS 
Section 5. The Executive Board 

shall make arrangements for the re
gional conferences and may carry on 
appropriate busin ess pertaining to 
libraries in the interim between con
ferences. 
In recent years, a Regional Planning 

Committee was formed to consider 
structural changes in the Association. 
The recommendations of this Com
mittee were approved, and a new Con
stitution and By-Laws were drawn up 
and presented at the I 962 meeting. 
\!\lith various changes and amend
ments, the new Constitution and By
Laws were adopted. One important 
change to be emphasized appears in 
Article II, Section 2. PuRPOSE. 

The objectives of the New Eng
land Library Association shall be 
to promote library interests and 
services, to co-operate with regional 
and national agencies having re
lated interests, and to stimulate re
search in library and in related 
problems in this region. 

Article III. MEMBERSHIP. Section 
I. Any person, organization or in-

stitution interested in the objectives 
of the Association may become a 
member. They shall become mem
bers upon payment of clues as set 
up in the By-Laws. 

Section 4. There shall be a Coun
cil composed of representatives from 
each State Association and each Sec
tion of the New England Library 
Association. 

The clues structure is based upon 
one's annual salary. The base is brok
en in two sections: (I) Members of 
a state library association or the 
American Library Association; and 
(2) non-members. There is also a 

provision for Sustaining, Contribut
ing, Honorary, Trustees, and Lay 
members; a section for Insti tu tiona! 
members, Life Members, and other 
organizations. 

THE GRADUATE LIBRARY 
SCHOOL 

A Graduate Library School will be 
established at the University of Rhode 
Island in the next academic year, ac
cording to action by the Board of 
Trustees of State Colleges at its month
ly meeting in Providence on October 
3. Students will be enrolled for the 
Fall Term beginning September, 1963. 

The library school will be open to 
students from all the other New Eng
land states under the New England 
Board of Higher Education Compact. 

President Francis H. Horn has been 
authorized by the Trustees to look for 
a Dean, with the understanding that 
no commitment or formal recom
mendation for appointment would be 
made until after the Governor has 
submitted the Budget Recommenda
tions to the General Assembly. 

The school will offer only a Mas
ter's Degree program with basic train
ing for librarianship at the graduate 
level. 

The Committee Members recom
mending the school included Miss 
Dorothy W. Budlong, Elmwood Li
brary, then President of the R.I.L.A.; 

Mr. David Jonah, Librarian, B-rown 
University; Mr. Stuart Sherman, Li
brarian, Providence Public Library; 
and Prof. Francis P. Allen, Librarian 
of the University of Rhode Island, who 
was Chairman of the Committee. 

Persons in teres ted in enrolling in 
the school should write to Dr. Ernest 
Hartung, Vice-President of the Uni
versity, who is also Dean of the Gradu
ate School. 

An Advisory Committee has been 
appointed to make recommendations 
to the President for a Dean, and we 
are hopeful, ~hat one will be selected 
earlyjn the ,}Y.in.ter. 

~ ' 

R. I. SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
ASSOCIATION 

The Rhode Island School Library 
Association will hold its fall meeting 
la te in November; the time and place 
will soon be announced to its member
ship. 

The meeting will be largely devoted 
to business, with special attention paid 
to a report by Miss Sarah Epstein on 
the American Association of School 
Librarians meetings at the A.L.A. Con
ference in June, 1962. 

There will also be considered a re
port on school library standards by 
Mrs. Emily Roberts. : 

Mrs. David Chernack, president, 
hopes to give a final repo):'~ of the work 
of the Library Advisory Committee to 
the State Board of Education. 

Compliments of 
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THE NEW STATE LIBRARIAN 
REPORTS 

steady. The commission hopes to in
troduce legislation to implement, at 
least, a portion of the program early 
in the next session of the General As
sembly. 

On the State level, the important 
news does not emanate from the State 
Library. Rather, it revolves around 
the work of the Legislative Commis
sion on Libraries. This body, accord
ing to Res. 72 of the Acts and Resolves, 
I 962, is to recommend, "legislation 
pertaining to libraries in the State 
of Rhode Island." 

Comments and suggestions by libra
rians would, I am sure, be more than 
welcome. After all, the idea is to 
create a library code and a state li
brary organization which will assist 
librarians in carrying out their duties. 

As the commission interprets this, 
it means a complete revision of Rhode 
Island's archaic library laws and a re
organization of state library services. 
Obviously, the work of this group will 
affect every librarian, trustee and li
brary user in the state. 

When it comes to implementation 
of the program, your help will be 
vital. You, your trustees, and your 
library patrons must convince your 
local legislators that a modern library 
system is absolutely necessary in the 
community and in the State. 

So far, the commission has held six 
meetings. Although results have n9t 
been announced, progress has be~n 
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