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THE WASHINCTON Post

By Dale Russakoft‘
" Washington Post Staff Weiter

PHILADELPHIA, < April 30"
Four months :ago, .-University..

bowitz yelleﬂ

sidewalk.., Tt
bowitz sard
ing his study’

Jacobowitz,

charged with racral harassment under
the school's speech code. ifiupheld, " -

that could carry- sanctions ranging

from a warning to' expulsion, al:.
though senior Penn officials and ‘ex-'

perts in black_culture said .in inter- =
views that “water. buf{alo ‘has 1o his-

toryasa racml epuhet "The case is to -

be heard by & sthdent-faculty ‘panel.:

Jacobowitz’s cause is being cham-
pioned by critics of speech codes
and “political correctness” on col-
lege campuses and by, the Jewish
press. He is an orthodox Jew.

Jacobowntz .Hackneéy said in-ani m-

ut] 1 thought it was

$ oc&éslssetupsothat

lpeo e who feel wronged, whatever.

the alleged wrong, can bring.a com-
plamt and have it adjudicated.

+*Just because this gets the Wall

Street Journal upset doesn’t mean 1
should leap in and destroy the pro-
‘cess.” The Journal has published
.two editorials .on the _subject this
week

The case is the 'second reoent :

metanae of racial tension at Penn to
receive national attention.. . Two

. weeks ago, a group of black under-

graduates  confiscated . 14,000

:copies of the student newspaper to

protest alleged racism and, in par-

‘the process, Pen Presrdent.
-Sheldon Hackney, Presrdent Chn-

.. suppotter. of the school's speech
Pennsylvania- freshmir!\ .Ed;:hﬂlfgg* ++code, has come under heavy fire for:

txcula wntrnii of a columinist
vxewed as hostile to blacks,
Jacobowitz's’ case began as five

~black - sorérity “members ‘stomiped
-and yelled. on t
his dorm as:pact 'of ah'initiation rit-.:

gidewalk’ outside: -

tidents ‘Hollered
of them racial. The

ual Numerous

me
o women, mcensed “summoned uni-
_ versity pollce and Only Jacobowrtz

in mtemew and told a
ty. - mvestrgator that he
meant nothing racial. Born in Israel
and éduicated at Jewish schools, he
said he was'_thinking of the Yiddish
term, “behema,” translated as “wa-
ter oxen” and dsed as slang for
“fool” or “stupid person.”
*It’s usually used Jew’ to Jew,”
Jacobowitz sard

But the mvestrgator, asszstant
judicial inquiry officer Robin Read,
ruled that the term was indeed a
‘racial - slur. Jacobowrtz -said" ‘she
~‘asked whetherhe was thmkmg of “a

: large black ‘animal that lives in Af-

“ricd.” Water buffalo -are” riative to

;Asia.-Read is referrmg canq {o the
"-school s press office.

+ Read gave Jacdbow:tz a cholce of

: leadmg a‘racral-sensmvrty session

and having the charge go in his rec-
ord, or going to trial before a stu-
dent-faculty panel. He chose a trial.
Penn protects names of accusers,
so the identities of the women who
brought the charges are not avail-
able.

Several faculty members and stu-
dents who asked not to be identified
said the women consulted admin-

istration staff membeérs wi'xo urged
them to drop the charges. Elijah
Anderson, a Penn sociology profes-
sor and authority on African-Amer-
ican language and culture, said he
had agreed to testify as an expert
witness for Jacobowitz. He said he
knows little about the case but has
“never heard ‘water buffalo’ used as
a racial slur and epithet.”

The case has drawn little atten-
tion-among students black or white,

“People are spending all this time

“trying to figure out whether ‘water

buffalo’ is a racial slur,” said Martin
Dias, a senior and former president
of the Black Student'Organization.
“Black students have a lot of prob-
lems in this school. If someone calls
mé a water buffalo, I give them the
finger and walk.”

Jacobowrtz sdid his parﬁﬂts—have
urged him to transfér to Yeshiva
University in. New York. But he
wants to stay at Penn, having cho-
sen it, ironically, because. it offered-

. diversity. “I wanted to experience

life, people from different environ-
ments, not just Orthodox Jews, he
said.

Hackney. said he has caﬂed for
procedural changes. in the -speech
code because of ‘this case.but de-
fended it generally as a way to pro-
tect diversity. -

“The right wing will- call this a
reign of intellectual terror,"he said,
“but university campuses are trymg
to build a model of how a ‘diverse
society can live together with com-
fort and benéfit fromits diversity.”
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