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I " 'My Well 1ad Run Dry’ '

The game first became interesting Lo Straight al a lime
when he "had wnitte 1 yself out as a writer and rovelist,
My well had 1un dry.* The son of the New Ropubhcs
founders. Dorothy and Willard Straight (and grandson of
Witham C. Whitney, secretary of the navy under Prese
ident Cleveland)y: Strnght had been a ghostwriter for
President Roosevelt before he became f{irst the Washing-
ton editor of the New Republic and then, from 1946 to .
1956, its editor and publisher. He al~ v has written two nove

* - ¢ls, a play and nonfiction studies of both the Umted Na-

tions (1943) and the Army-McCarthy hearings (1253).

Also a musician, artist and art collector and long active
in liberal causes, Slraif,:hl saw the endowment's depuly
chairmanship as “a way of combming the two things.l
carcd aboui—politics and art.” (He served earlicr asa v.ce
chairman of the Nauonal Pepertory Theater and chairman
of the American Dancc Theater.,) = = @

Miss Hanks, announcing in August her accision to leave
office at the close of her sec .nd terim, told r poriers her

. decision had been “strengthened by the commitment of

Prosident Carter and his Administration to the gaals for

- 'which so many peeple have dedicaled themselves-thece
» past eight years.”

Batry Jagoda, special assistant tp thé
President, recently was quoted, too, as saying that “cultur-
al affalrs are recewving more responsible attention in the
Carter Whate House than-at any tnnc since Thomas Jefler-
son’s administration.” :

Straight disagreed. While s,~ymg he applauded Carter's
preelection statement on the arts (which Straight helped

),
\

. draft), Straight worricd that the arls now are “a very low

-

priority for hum. No one from (the «-ls and humanitics)
constituencies wonld ask that the President of the United

States should devote much of his time to these two seetots -

during the years we've been through,” said Straight. "But
nobody expected President Nwon or President Ford to”

', spend any ume on the arts either.” - -

1o .
.

“Unparalled Expansion . '

It was, however, during their two admmmlrauons \hﬂ.
arts ecndowment appropriations, gréw from about $8 million
in 1963 to nearly $115 nullion in fiscal 1978, “"Nwon prob-
ably had less of an understanding of the arts than Pres-
ident Carter does,” said Straight, "Bt Nixon assigned a ¢ -
nior White Houce stalf member, Tconard Garment, who
was a lirst-rate musician and passxonalc advocaLc of public
fundmr for the arts.

" "As long as Leonard Garment was able lo epeak in the
name of President Nixon, it didn't matter whether Presa
ident Nixon tock Uime out from foreign { olicy to consider
the arts or not. ‘The result wa Jight years of unparalleled
expansion in puplic funding.’

Straight is paruvu\arly concerned, he told The Times,
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that there ia no one senior arts adviser In Carter's Whiie
Iiouse. (Although reportedly appomnted by Mizs Hanks 6n
Nwon's recomiendation, Struignt stressed he was “histor-
ically « biieral Democrat” and voted for Carter) “The ex-
planation p:ven as to why no scnior stafi per:on was as-

LR N \
sizned (o the Al was that this would leave Mre Mondale

free to oot in thatTole. The fuct1s that in the-abrence of a
sonor staff official to back her up, Mrs. Mondulc 15 guiag Lo

* be cut into small preces aver the next four vears”

Presidential assistant Jagoaa sees it diifereativ. Noting
the significance of Mrs. Mondale's.role in cultural affairs,
he =aid-1n a telephone nterview that Carter valucs her
“advice and counsel.” Jagora adued that AMrs. Mondaie's
full-ime assistant, Mary Ann ‘Tighe, 1§ one of several
members of what has been called the “White House Cul-
tural Group’or “the arts cluster,” Jagoda called the group

“collegal” an informal gathenng of about 2 half-avien

White House staff members “who are particinarly con-
cerned about cultural affairs” and mect cach Tuesaay
morning. . :

“President Carter believes in cabinet povernment,” said
Jagoda, “andin the arca of cultural affairs, the two princi-
pal agenaies are the National Endowment for the Arisand
the National Endowment for the Hutnamities, althougn
considerable-amounts of government funds are appropriat-
ed for cultural aifairs (nrough other weencies b cultural
affairs, as i all aspects of government, the Prexsioent lurns
1o hus apgoin’es such as (the two endowments’ charmen)
for leadcrship 1n these important arcas. At (he came time,
cultural policy will probably be the subject of Presid: nual
review over Lhe nextiew inonths under the coordination of
the President’s domestic adviser Stuart Fasenstal”

Concern Over Cultural Appointments

Straight also voiced considerable compimnts about re-’

cent cuitural appointinuils. “The White House began by
bungling the search for a new humaniics chairman,” he
charged. "Between the White House and Sen. Pell (chair-
man of the Senate’s supbcomnitiee on cdycation, arts and

~ hunanbes\. who delayed any hearings on the nonunation

of 3 new chairman for mne months, the damage done to

the humanibies cndowment was incaleulable” ¥
Strareht further considered the eventual dppointment of

Joseph D, Duffev to the humamuies endow ment chairman-

~shid as “pohhical.” calhing it the first of “four steps i the

pohticizing of the arts and humanities.” ‘The other three,
he said, were two exprcted appomntments 10 the Museum
Sepvices Institute Board and the eapected appointment of
Livingston Biddie, staff dircctor of PPell's subcommuittee, to
head the arts endowment. All four APPOINUMCNLE” Were
strongly influcnced. he charged, by s “rood fricnd” Pell.
Asked to respond to StraishUs'uccusations, a spokesman
for Pell sad the senator “wouid obviousiy have a lotofin-
(lucnce because of his background by wvirtue of s being

the author and original Senate sponsor of the legislation =

creating, (both national cndowments) and by virtue of his
heading the Senate’s subcommitiee on arts and humanmues
(which now also includes education) since its 1964 start.”
Rut Straight seemed most upset by the propused ap-
pointment f Biddle to the charrmanshup. In hght.of the
jong delay in flhing the humanities post, the Carter Ad-

mumstration no doubt feit pressured to move fast on the

arts, but Straight indicated he felt the selecien was made
too quickly. He said 1t took 10 months to find Miss Hanks

and lamented that such potential contenders as Durwood,
Varner, {ormer chancellor of the University of INebraska;.

Vernon Alden, former president of the Unilversity of Ohio
and chairman of the Massachusetts Arts Counci), and juzz
musictan Billy ‘Taylor were not, 1 his opiion, gwén
enough serious consideration.



lh«ldles Background :

Biddle’s appointment, however, would npprar o be a
popular ane with arts leaders, both i Washinglen and in
the field. Beswies his current post as staff der(‘")l' of the
subcomruttee that both oversees the endowment andt is

rewes responsible for its reauthorization lemslation, Biddle, 58,
\a"/ scrved as the endowment's firet depuly chairman and:
' mare recentiy as s congressional haivon during 1975, Be-
cause of that h.ncl\rmund £ays on: endowment execcutive,
Biddle "is Ina posilion to pic'c up the.ball lmmcom!ely and
run withit."”

Biddle, in turn, pointed oul in a phone inte, view llnt as
board ehairman of the Pennsylvania Ballet between 1970
and 1372, he eversaw ‘receipt of major foundation fundine

~T0 CHIMINALE d JOVUMAT ULHILIL UIIU VAL 31U Hud ais e aius
ness of the creative process through having written four
» novels. Repeating, teo, his history at the endowment, he
’ concluded that “having helped in the Congress with the
development of the arts endowment and having also
served in the arts endowment itscil in the past could be a

strength rather than any weakness.”

All that, argued Straight, is beside the point Blddlc he
said, "has prtin a lot of time at the endowment and knows
its legislative background very well. Andit's not a person-
al thing—he's a decent human heing, a gnod friend of
mine.” But what Straight considers Biddle's “campaign for
this position from the Senate. . .4n the lon., run, means to
put the endowment in the polmcal shadows.”

In announcing her decision to ledve office at the close of
her sccond term, Miss Hanke referred to her appreciation
for Strasght, saying his “wizdom and eloquence have made
. him one of the most effective spokesmen for the artsin the

) 12-year istory of the endowment.” F'nt, added another 1
associate, Straight is alsn “an idealist. Things are black or |3
white and 1t's hard for him to deal with the compromises |
that are often the most effective means 1o hundle a situa- |,

U tion.” i
Straight <aid he expecets Biddle to be in office by month's | -
end—Buddle, who has not even been offically nominated
yet, zad 1U's “a possibility”—at wich time he will go back
to his writing and the possible making of his novel, “A
Very Small Remnant,” into a film. e said he also would
- continue writing and speaking on the arts and urging oth-
crs "to redouble thair efforts to ad Mr. Liddle and Mr.
Duffey in-maintaining the nonpolitical, nonpartisan na-
tures of the endowments we worked so hard for cight
,years tocreate.” ;
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