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Theater Grant
Recommended
By Robinson

William P. Robinson Jr., state
¢ommissioner of education, will
recginmend that federal author-
ities approve a $329,024 educa-
tion grant for the Providerce!

\9
R
(\0 School Department that is the
N

key to bringing Rhode Island
O\ high school students a free rep-
ertory theater this fall.
Breaking precedent by mak-
ing public his recommendation,
the commissioner said this
weekend he will act favorably
on the Providence bid -and will
*oive it a ‘high priority.”’
‘“If Providence' is fortunate
enough to be' selected for this
enterprise, we should certainly
lend every assistance to the ap-
plication, particularly since it
involves the entire state,”” Mr.
Robinson said. ““This is the kind
of thing Rhode Island desper-
ately needs, and needs more of,”
he remarked.
The Providence application
\\ made public last week, repre-
\  sents the final step in a com-
plex and nearly year-long effort
to bring to Providence one of
three planned repertory thea-
ters, designed for high school

Continued on Page 14, Col. |

\



& -Erovide‘«: a :
-home for the repertory theatre

N—14 The Providence S

- Theater Grant
Recommended
By Robinson

Continued From Page One

students and financed with fed-
eral funds.

None of the three cmes has
officially been designated or re-
ceived federal funds yet. It is
considered a virtual certainty,
however, that Providence will
be one of them. Washington au-
thorities report that New Orlean:

- also is seeking federal funds.

— The Providence application

~ for the $329,024 grant is aimed

~ at Title III of the federal Ele-
mentary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act of 1965. One of the act’s
five parts, Title IIT provides fed-

- eral grants for local school proJ-

~ ects considered to be experi-
mental and innovative.

Mr. Robinson said the state
Department of Education rec-
ommends approval - or disap-
proval of an application. The

" U.S. Office of Education makes
the final decision in all cases,
he said.

“Conceivably a state depart-
ment of education could; rec-
ommend disapproval of a proj-
ect, but it's not likely,” Mr.
Robinson said.

He said the department will
have to file its recommenda-
tions on the Providence appli-
cation, and on 21 others submit-

~ted by Rhode Island cities and

 towns for aid under Title II,|time plays for high school stu-y

by June 20. Federal action is|dents also performs at night f01‘1

—~expected in late July.

adult audiences,

at a charge,j

The commissioner conceded|will be solely up to the com-

that other experimental school|{pany itself. Moreover, the pro-|

programs for which federal aid|ceeds of evening performances
is being sought might be slowed[Will go fo the company, accord-
somewhat by the priority given|ing to Mr. O’Connor. Thus, if

to the theater.

‘“When one project is recom-
mended highly and another not
so highly, the second one is
bound to suffer,” he said. ‘“But alces

it is our responsibility to rec-
ommend a project highly if it

meets the necessary criteria.”
Mr. Robinson declined to say,

the theater plan. :
Significantly, the application

however, which projects might
encounter delays as a result of

the Trinity company is selected,
it conceivably could regain part
of its $30,000 to $40,000 contribu-
tion through evening perfor: -
According to Milt
Stanzler, chairman of Trinity’s
Foundation of Repertory Thea-
ter of Rhode Island, Trinity’s
contribution is firm and was not
made “with any consideration
of box office receipts.”

4. According to Mr. O'Con-
nor, it will not be finally cer-

contains commitments from two|tain whether the repertory com-
federal agencies for a total of{Pany will use the Rhode Island
~ more than $400,000 toward the|School of Design auditorium or
- Providence theatre’s first year|the downtown Albee theater un-
of operation. The agencies are|til Providence’s grant is ap-
the Office of Education and the|proved. The application recom-
National Foundation on the Arts|mends the School of Design

_and the Humanities.
Home Guarantee

auditorium. But federal authori-
ties conceivably could ask that

The application also contains|the Albee be used, the superin-
a guarantee from the Founda-|tendent added.
tion for Repertory Theater of| 5. If the School of Design

Rhode Island, operator of the Audltorlum is used, the program

Trinity Square Playhouse to will bring four free perfomg

g
school students in the state in

The foundation recommends{the coming school year. If the
_ that the home be the Rhode|larger Albee, is used, the pro-
“Island’ School of Design Audito-|gram will be geared to the 83,000
rium and estimates the value|youngsters in both jumior high
_of its guarantee at $30,000 to|school and high school, accord-

- $40,000.

ing to Mr. O’Connor; however,

Thus, the key money now is|the program will cost an eti-
the $329,204 sought by the Provi-|mated $229,000 more in the Al-
““dence School Department, since|lbee than in the School of De-
it represents the final block of sign Auditorium. The Provi-
funds necessary to operate the|dence apphcatlon Mr. ' O’Con-
planned theatre through its first|nor said, is keyed to high school
year in Providence. The total|students only, based on the rec-
cost of the first year is esti-lommendation by the Trinity

mated at $785,000.

foundation that the smaller

Behind the Providence appli-|{School of Design Auditorium be
cation is a complicated effort|used. i

that goes back at least to last
August. It is an effort aimed
Bt making Providence one of
the three cities to be selected
by Washington authorities as
homes for the new repertory
theatres. !

~ 'Based on interviews in Provi-
dence and Washington last week,
~these points about that effort
now seem clear:

1. Sen. Claiborne Pell and
Rep. John E. Fogarty have
played key roles, along with
Providence School Supt. Charles
A. O'Comnor Jr. Mr. Pell and
Mr. Fogarty are regarded as
having been instrumental in
bringing Providence to the atten-
tion of Washington authorities, as

—a prime city in the theatre plans.
Mr. O’Connor coordinated action

~ in Rhode Island. He also sought
and  obtained the approval of
school superintendents through-
out the state in order to present
a plan for all Rhode Island high
school students. Finally, he
- drafted the Title III application
and filed it.

2. Though federal authorities
have not yet designated Provi-
dence as a theater site or se-
lected a theater company to
run the program, Providence
seems certain to be selected and
the Trinity Square Playhouse
company reportedly is nearly
assured of being named to run

|

_ the Providence program. .
3. Whether the repertory
company that stages .ree day-
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