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The Journal’s insidious portrayal of Hackney

By DAN ROTTENBERG

hen University of Pennsyl.
KXI vapia Pregident Sheldon
Nackniey nxeml); {a) c;

essed cam on for frusirat
ﬁmkmmmo trashed one day’s
press run of the Dafly Pennsylva-
nian, {b) declinad to stuspend Potin’s
“hate speech” eode when it was en-
forced against a white stadent who
called nolgy black women stndents
“water bulfaloes,” and {¢} was nomi-
gated by President Clitton to bead

the National Endowment for the Hu-
manilics, the reet Journa

~Toought 1Y h3d discovered an edito-
rial writer’s dresm: a symbol of all
thot's wrong with politically correct
American colleges and it politically
corTECt gOVEINMEDt, wrapped up in g
stogle mealy-movtbed academic,

In vain did Hackney's friends and
supporters object that the Journal's
editorial portrayat of him was & tepe
<aticature of the réal Pean presi-
dent, “The muoch more insidious
probleia with the Sheldon Hackneys
of Americshy wpiversity lifc, and
sheir number is legion,” the Joutnal
explained, ~is that instead of cour-
age, we rnust listen to their casuistry
about ‘toleronce’; instead of lcader.
ship, we must beat their silent com-
plicity in the suppressiot vf honest
opinlon.”

That’s heavy tulf, all right: 3 na-
tioh of college campuscs run by
Haekney cloncs = every last onc of
thcm an appeaser of publie opinion
and a censor of honest speech. But

Hackney’s performance on the Penn campus
bore no resemblance 1o thar described in the
Wall Street Journal editorials.

tbe Jonrnalz editorials reminded me
of A time, some 23 yeare ago, when |
wag mysell a Wall Street Jourgsl re-
porier coveripg the famous inciie
ment-fo-riot iaf of the “Chicago
Seven” peace prolesters.

Barely a week passed during thal
long trial that the Journal editorial
writers in New York didp't publish
some depamciation of the defend-
ants” allepedly outrageous conrtraom
behavior. But the bekavior 1 ob
served and reporied in that Chicago
courtroom, like Hackney's behavior,
bore no ressmblance to that de
scribed in the Journal's editorials

A few months later. our Chicago
bureail was visited by a Journal edi-
1oria) writer whose mission was to
enconrage 0 reporvers to writs more
essays for the editorial page (a8 con-
stant problesy: Most Journal reportv
ers despise their own paper's edito-
rial page with the contempt
Jjouroalists inavitably hold for ideo-
logues), In the conrse of the meeting,
1 bronght up the Journal’s schizo
phtthic coverage of the Chicago
Seven trial: If the Journal's editorials
were goiug to contredict the Jous-
nal’'s own repotrtett, | spggested,
would it be 100 much to ask that an

edhori@l writer attend the trial and
see for himzelf?

“Well,” the editorial writer replied,
“l don't think anything } would have
seen Al that trial wounld have changed
the way 1 feel aboutt those peopte®

The fellow who =aid thst was.

named Robert L. Bartley. Two years
latcr he became editor of the Jour-
nal's editorial page. He's been the
voice of the Journal ever since.
Aside from this story's obvious les.
soty, which you'll also find in Gilbert
and Sullivap - “Stick close to your
desks and never go to sex, and you alt
may be ralers of the Queen'y naves™
- what reatlife lessons can we draw
from this pesr's sdventures of Hack-
ney, his conservative critics, and
¢tampus  experiments in  “hats
speech” codes? A few suggestions:
® Anyone who believes in free
speéch understands (nstinctively
‘that prohibiting “hste speech™ is a
bad idea But xotpetimes we need a
demonstration to remind us pre
cisely why i1s such a bad idea.
Pennt “water buflalo incident” this
yenr provided that demonstration
Just ag, eay for decades the Sovict
Union vividly demonstrated why
command socleties don't work.

And he’d better take care jogging

By MARIANNE RONCOLI

Ithough jogging is very pocd

for yonr health, running in

Washington, D.C., can be hap
ardous. Most peaple running in
Washington thase days are young.
The performance of the White House
staff, however, suggests that youlh
does nol gusarantee Iitness,

Whean Peap President Sheldon
Hackoey arrives in Washinglon to
run the National Endswment (or the
HumaRilies, he migh! wan GlTow
these guidelines us he dons his jog-
ging suil to ensure his heslth and
well-being in our nntion's camral.
BStraeh before ranning. Push up
againsi a sturdy watl, like the Capitol
for example, Peoplc have been push-
Ing up sgoiust it, trying to move it
for years. Dont worry: 11 won't
budge. When stretching, pay special
attention to your Achilles' heet,

8 Gn to ke track by the Washiogton
Mohument. You will notice a lot of
people running around in circles,

————— e

Running in
Washington, D.C.
has some hazqrds

that you will find no
where else.

Theze are Republicans and conserva.
tive Demoerats. Dont (ollaw theém:
3¢1 your own pace.

B Dot’t rop in place espectally near
congressional office buildings. You
might be mistaken for a lobbyist.
W Run in broad daylight. If you quyse
run at night, esrry Mace. Ross Peraot
could sheak wp Behind you at any
time,

B Run with a friend who knows the
routes. Observe nll traffic- signals.
Don’t change direction; it drives the
man on Ure JINCEL crazy.

® Eai a balanced diet. Avold defigits,

They are hard to mansge in Wash-
ington.

ki Tax your energy carefully. The
Senate will exhaust you if you don't.
m I you injure yourself, while run.
ning and need medical sssistance,
call Hillary. Ske wili refer you 10 the
best insurance company.

= Test the litnits of your endurance.
If you don't, Bob Dole wil),

@ Consider the wenther before you
run. Avoid the White House Press
Room when a storm is brewing.

& Dress appropristely, Do bot weat
Yvy Leagne business school Tshirts
before ionthly reports of leading
ecanomic indicators are feleased.
You will sweat too much. Don't wear
Ivy league medical school Teshirts
before Whe healthcare reform pack.
age iz announced, Itching and irrita-
tion are likely lo occor.

& Remember, no psin, ho gain,

Marianne Roncoli is o the faculty of
the University of Pennsylvania Schos!
of Mursing.

Specifically, “hate speach” codes fatl

beacause their pverkill generates more
gympathy for the' than
for his vicims, just a5 my, capital
punishment often generstes greater
public sympathy for the condemned
murderer than for his vienm.
W Cood mannets cab't be legislated.
With the prospect of some heavy-
handed punishment banging over his
head, Penn student Fden Jacobowivz
became nnt an object of contempt for
hit obnoXious behaviar but an object
of gympathy for his impending mar-
fyrdom. Penn's “hate speech” code
focosexd s0 much stleption on the
question of whether “water bulfalo™ is
or isn't a ractal slur that ¢veryone Jost
=ight of the larger truth: Polite, well-
adjusted people, no matter hov ag-
grieved, do ool go around calling
aber people “waler bullsto™

(Think about L. WheB you're

awakened by street noises outtide
your windaw, iz your {irst instioet to
iwream and curse? Or do you say,
“Excuse me, folks, I'm trying 1o sleep
— would you mind quieting down?™)
® The other flaw in the concept of
“hatespeech™ codes is the potion
that offensive apeech viclates the
human rights of the zpeaker's aundl-
ence. On lhe contrary, {ree speech
cnabics the pvdience 1o understand
the narnre of the speaker. (If | write
an \diotic column, I'm net violating
your rights I'm announciog to you
thal I'h an fgint.)
¥°Tbe Journal assnmed that a ¥nl-
versity president rulés his campus
wilh an iron hand = o notion that
must bring 3 hearty guffaw to any-
one famillar with campus life thege
days. wallls Warfield Simpson as-
sumed Edward VIII was masier of all
he surveyed, when in faet he wes
redlly o captive Ditto for “the Shel-
don Hackneys of American untver.
sity life.”
8 This ycar's generation of "bate-
speech” codes represcated o semina)
attcrapt 16 dfseover how young, opin-
ionated. people of diverse back-
grounds can coexist peacefully.
Speoch codos are a bad 1dea dut tho
experiment was a good one neverthe-
less, becatipe it ytelded valuable les
gons

Atncking this first anempt ot ¢can.
pus tolerance for itz imper{octions is
like attscking Henry Fords lirs
Model T because it lacked powcr
brakes or attacking the Founding
Fathers because their first model of
democracy excluded blacks, women
and the unpropertied. Hackney can
be fsulted for much it his 13year
tenore st Penn. But the fact that
“peacefnt diversity” was [first ex.
plored on bis watch may prove his
finest and most endoring legacy.

Dan Rottenberg i & rogular
contibuior to the Commentary Page.
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