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JOAK GLEN COTTAGES,
| OJAI VALLEY.

* 5% —B. W. GALLY, Proprietor.

THE OJAI is a mountain-rimmed valley, about fifteen miles dlstaut from the Santa Barbara Channel, |
and 950 feet altitude, lying between Los Angeles(dlst'mt 85 miles) and Santa Barbara (37 miles). The climate ‘

is particularly beneficial to asthmatic and pulmonary invalids.
RouTes.—Railroad from San Francisco and Los Angeles to Santa Paula, Ventura and Santa Barbara.

Steamers from San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego to Santa Barbara and Ventura. From Ventura,
daily mail stage, fare $1. From Santa Barbara, semi-weekly stage over the charming Casitas Pass road, fare

$3. From S'mta Paula, carriages. 'lelephone comlectlon with Ventura.
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HE SOCIETY FOR CHRISTIAN WORK announces a
series of Recitals by Miss Susan Hale, in the parlors
of the First Unitarian Church, corner Geary and Franklin

Streets, San Francisco.

Wednesday evening, January 2oth, at eight o’clock,
“VicAR OF WAKEFIELD.”

Wednesday evening, January 27th, at eight o’clock,

‘“ CHILDREN omnf; ABBEY.”
l{é,«-— V £ . L
Saturday afterfioon, at three o’clock, Miss Hale’s original

1 Monologue,
“THeE ELIXIR OF YOUTH.”

For sale at Sherman, Clay & Co's, and

Tickets for each Recital, 50 cts. [y tadies of the Society.

“THE ELIXIR OF YOUTH.”

Miss Hale’s monologue represents the experience of a lady of
seventy-five, who was induced to try a new recipe for the renewal of
youth. Finding herself, after the first attempt, twenty-five years
younger, an active woman of fifty, she is tempted to continue the
experiment, and make herself a girl of twenty-five. To follow her
subsequent career would be to anticipate the performance. Although
the little play is intended purely for the amusement of her audiences,
there is concealed in it a moral, which they may find in the course of
its five scenes. It was originally improvised for a charity (the enter-
tainment of the North End Mission in Boston, after their Christmas
dinner), but it proved so popular that it has been repeated very many
times, at first for the amusement of friends only, but afterwards to
large and crowded houses.
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To liss Lucretia P. Hale

San Gabriel, Sunday,
March 27, 1892.

Dear Luc,

Terrible gap again since I wrote, but I fear twill be so0 now
till the end of my California career, for things are getting fast
and furious. But for the moment, Nelly and I are perfectly happy,
after great labours Aduring the week.

I've got yours of March 13th, reinstated at 480, and glad to
think of you back there. Your accounts of boarding house life agre
painful, though you experience was light and agreeable, because so
brief; my sufferings all winter in that line are untellable. That
horrid windi full of dust you describe, we had forgotten the possibil-
16y 0L They talk of winds here but they are nothing, and, my
dear, there is really no dust in Caglifornia,--luckily, for the stan-
dard is so lax, nothing is ever dusted, and wouldn't be if it were
miles thick. I have the wedding cards of Berty and Greta, makes
me feel horrid to not be there. We wish we knew the names of the
bridesmaids and ushers, but bide our time therefor. Have you heard
before anything about "lirs. LcCormick of Chicago." She is the land-
lady of this sweet place, which we invented three weeks ago, when
Lily and lielly came over to sketch from Pasadena. I was in fact
the first who saw this spot, in driving with Ella Reid. It instant-
ly struck all of us three as the most attractive regicn in all Cali-
fornia,mark my words,--becsuse untainted by hideous Yankee architec-
ture and civilization. Lord knows why it has escaped the Boom, for
it is more picturesque than Pasadena itself, a2 sweet quiet little
Spanish village, in the shadow of the Mission, and so Catholic in
its tendencies. Despised by the boarders and tourists and decried
as a drunken rowdy place, but nothing could be more quiet and orderly,
although Saturday night, only a tinkling guitar sounded in the neigh-
borhood, and the people are all gone to church to the summons of the
I"ission bhells. The house is a small oldfashioned inn; we have sweet
rooms with a balcony window & deux battants looking out on the vil-
lage, the o0l4d lission, and white capped 4distant hills. Irs. McCor-
mick of Chicage cooks us delicious things and brings them right in
from the kitchen, sitting down witn us to share the meal. How dif-
ferent from stalled (cold) ox at lirs. Dexter's, and contention there-
with. Our excuse for coming here was lielly's sketching the lission,
our desire to escape the horrors oi the Fasadena boarding house, and
to find Real Rest, especially for me, who have been on the Warpath
for some time now.

You see the San liego people wanted me to come to the Florence
for a few days to be on hand for three readings they had arranged.
Equally, the dear liordhoffs wanted Lelly to stay in their house where
was no room for me, though they love me very much. So I left on
I‘onday afterncon, after a final swim in the tank, and crossed the
ferry to the town. Do you see how it is? (pieture). San Diego,

a big town on a sloping heignhnt, tne Florence Hotel at its summit;--
across the water, a great arm of the sea, a2 flat low peninsular, with



a glorious long beach running away down to lkexico and Panama, occu-
pied by the huge Hotel Cornoado and a handful of houses, amongst
the lordhoff's. It is 2ll hideous, in my eyes, trees cease before
coming to the region, the spare low grass is sprinkled to be sure
with wild flowers, but it all looks barren and desolate, and per-
fectly flat. lThe shore has no curves or graceful headlands, even
the sea-line is defaced with two gawky islands.

From the Florence the view is most extensive, almost Bird's
eye, snd Boomers take the trouble to compare it with the Bay of
Naples, which it Besembles as little as the side of a House.: Still
there is sea and sky, fine sunset and sunrise behind---what? nothing
but ugly cliffs and frightful shingle houses. this part of S. C.
has been immensely written up by C. Dudley VWiarner and others in the
interest of the Santa Fe R. R. The climate is glorious, and the
people so jealous, that if you fail in a single superlative their
faces fall, andi they grow angry. Ve think, Lelly and I, that all
the settlers were entrapped by coming there before they had seen
the hills and woods of California. They don't now believe there are
any trees anywhere. Yet here at San Gabriel we sit embowered!

Well, torn from my lelly, and my adoring Nordhoff girls, I fell
a prey to the San Diego ladies. I must leave the tale of the pov-
erty and distress they are in, all ruined by the Boom, intensely
interesting. The-meenea-- so poor they can't keep a servant, and so
go out to their meals, everything heartbreaking. I felt so rent
with compassion I was glad to get away. lLeanwhile they adored me,
and I was not left a minute to myself. I had a palatial apartment
at the Florence, $5.00 a day! My bathroom was literally full of
the flowers they sent me, garden flowers, huge roses, verbenas,
the gardens are mad now with brilliancy, and their sole comfort in
life, & real one indeed. There are agreeable refined people there,
with handsome homes they built in the boom, but so poor! I had
three readings and on 1 g - the I write it so
small, they felt so horrid and Bro.-we-- -=-almost cried when he gave
it to me. But they loved me very much, snd clang to me so, that I
feel as if I were a sort of Quetzatcoalt; and when 1 come back, I
want to stir up all good Unitarisns to send succour to San Diego.
;ou've no i;ea how hor;id I feel ;bout them,#so poor an@ plucky.

r 4

That 4ay which was Thursday, I had gone over to Coronado to
read Evelina chez liss Vade, a friend of the Nordhoffs, who had
heard me read in St. Louis, so she was willing to open her house.
The girls wrote cards, charging $1.00, and so scraped together $22.
for the reading; it was a grest success, and went off gaily. oI
lunched afterwardis with the Nordhoffs, saw Papa N. for a moment. I
rely on Nelly's accounts of this delightful family to put you in pos-
session of their characteristics. The girls, three, came with her
Friday to meet me, and see us off at the San Diego station. Ve came
on to Los Angeles, dined at our Arcade, and I left lielly resting on
the bed there while I returned to the Worms House, Pasadena because
I was engaged to read Satruday p.m. in lirs. Dexter's parlours there.
The reading, Udolpho, and my applegreen gown, became a sort of tri-
umph, and I came off crowned as it were, with roses, in a team and
drove over here to this sweet place, and dear old unelly, a good sup-
per and bed. Now I have done with all this region, and after a
couple of luxurious days at irs. Jones, take steamer for San. Francis-
co and the lLorth. # it i it it #
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To Miss Lucretia P, Hale,

1619 Indiana Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois,
Jan g7, '95------ 7 below

Dear Luc:

# # # The character of this living here is:--that things are hap-
pening all the time & nobody minding them much, most violent alter-
nations of weather, accidents, deaths, arrivals, departures, all
whirl by without comment, meals as usual, bed-time observed., Every-
body has a haggard kind of look, an alert glance, to be sure to

miss nothing, but there's no time for surprise or grief or joy, or
any of those old-fashioned emotions, Only Gen, Fairchild and I, in
the whole of Chicago,--have nothing to do, and we sit and talk long
hours, while he smokes his cigar. It has already had a certain
calming effect on this household, Jjust to have us in it, # # i

General Fairchild had arrived in our absence., He 1s still here
and very charming, don't you know? our Consul general at Liverpool;
then Minister at Madrid next after James Lowell--always Governor of
his cousin, off & on, now lives at Madison. He lost an arm at Get-
tysburg. He is brother of Charles Fairchild, Sally and Lucia's
papa, in Boston, and brother of lrs, ----- described in my last., He
ig getting old, and suffers no end by the hasty amputation of his
arm at Gettysburg; told us all about it,--but is brave, plucky,
funny, gallant, full of stories of his experiences all over the
world, knows all America, Turope, Africa, and was 1/2 a day in Asia,
some place he went "to say he had been there," # # #

In fact the North Side thinks the South Side is Fools, the
South Side knows the North Side is,--but for all that, the North
Side is really the Fashionable One,

For that p.m. there was a Reception, North Side, at lrs,
Grosse's, for Harriet Hosmer, & I went there alone from the lcCor-
mick's, because lirs., Dudley was busy setting the table for her din-
ner, I came to an immense house on the Lake Shore drive, more car-
riages in the side street than you ever saw together, the carpet,
worm, & policemen that mean a first-class tea, I entered, dropped a
pack of cards for lrs, Dudley & myself, shed my fur, and was an-
nounced by a butler in a bellowing voice which nobody heard but me,
"Miss Susan Hale!" I told my name to Mrs. Gross, and iliss Hosmer at
once exclaimed "Miss Hale! I am go glad," and pretended she recog-
nized me, though it must have been when I was 13 that she left Watem
town for good--no matter, she explained me as a Celebrity to lirs,
Gross, a stout lady with wiggy flaxen eurls, a white satin gown
covered with bows of cerise miroir velvet and many diamonds, lliss
Hosmer is chubby, squatty, now grey, her hair in man-fashion, short
& parted on one side, she was hung about with European orders--7F 7

There was a row of receiving ladies there, among them several I
now knew, especially Mrs, Willmarth and lrs, Rogers, these gathered
me in, and began presenting me to the steady stream of visiting
ladies as "the sister of Edward Everett Hale" etc., The contraband
feature of it amused me, and there I stayed, in my plain black silk
but good bonnet, and there I heard so much about the Peterkins, I
never saw 80 many women in my life;--for the most part overdressed,
They wear here a Tea Costume, more showy than we should do, lots of
cerise velvet, white lace, etc, though high necked & bonnets,

There isn't a skirt in Chicago cut longer ago than last December nT,
with the regulation big folds behind, But some of them very pleasais




the ladies I mean, & all adoring Papa, and some had read the Family
flights or seen the Elixir, I kept trying to go, but my friends
kept me, at last I tore myself away. I told Mrss Willmarth I must
go:--"besides this is none of my Funeral," I said. "you stay," she
said, "they like it a great deal better to have anotner lion after
Miss Hosmer, it lets them down gradually." But I came off, before
the music and a recitation by Harriet H, and the refreshments--found
a way of r\'et'c.j.n" home by cable cars, -—it takes an hour,--and reached
here by 5 o clock # # # # # i
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To Miss Lucretia P. Hale.

Matunuck, R 1.
April’g4, 1895,

Dear Luc.
# # # Meanwhile I am having a lovely time, only I can't really
understand why it don't warm up a bit, now the sun shines. iowling
winds prevail from every quarter of the compass, & each colder tnan
the other, But up in the woods it's sheltered and warm, and oh! it
1s enchanting to pick the Efyigoea, You o alonu oretendino net to
be looking for it, because 1f you do there ain't any, but by and by i
you see a winker 1ike this (picture) and if you lay hold and pull
othners appear under old leaves and sticks, so you conclude it's
worth while to sit down, and there you stay rumnmaging till you have
a handful, It is scarce fully out yet, and my handsomest is a lot
lirs, Steve Tucker brought me last week that had opened fuller in
the house, great bowl in the sunny window. The cold weather keeps
it back which is well,

The days go like a flash, Last evening I exclaimed to Louisa
"I have not sewed a stitch today." "Too much coupany" she growled.
This meant an incessant trot after Elisha and Alice who are paper-
ing my Room,--Elisha and Franklin puttering with Papa's stove,
Franklin and Georgy plcking up shingles off the house which have
blown all over the landscape and look hideous,--the Double Horse
waggin which comes Tuesday, (bought Salt-Fish), dr, Browning comin
up with the hos to take orders for Wakefield, and Charly B as gen-
tleman as aforesaid., But I got a fine walk, and called on Ma Good~
child, She is perfectly fascinating in the spring, when you flrst
scrape off the dead leaves from her, Delightful about cats., She's
got a stray Brindle cat that came in on her and sot benind the
stove. By and by lrs, G.child said to her says she "Sez I, Lor!
Mad:m. you're a lady cat be ye, well I spose I mustn't turn ye
acut," So there she is, I had a look at the lady, and 1 do be-
lieve she's a descendant of Ambrose. A wild person every hair in
her a different colour from the rest.

Hrs. G.Child says the planets 1s so tangles up with the Sun
and Moon there ain't no accaountin for these high winds,

Yr
Susie,
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To #Miss Lucretia P, Hale.

Matunuck, R. I,
Noon-1/2; Tuesday
May 7, 1895,

Dear Luc,

My Dog's tooths are laughing wide-open in the sun, and I hope
yours are:--though I fear for the journey for then. (picture)
I an just home from a great sweet walk all over everywhere up back
of Hothouse and little hothouse and Thomas J's lands,--and the Path
came to an end, and I had to turn back, but all delicious, for the
sun had come out, fog vanished, roasting hot and everything Joyous,.
My legs abjured their office as I came over the Daddy Mitchell wall,
but I got here at 1° and Louisa is now dishing the striped-bass
boiled with eggsauce for which I am full fain, I have had my rub-
down and hot water and "lanoline" and "hirsutus" and perfumed and
emonient’feel like an Ancient female Roman, [ # # #
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