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By GRACE GLUECK

N A SWEEPING SERIES of
charges, Michael Straight, acting
e chairman of the National Endow-

ment for the Arts, contends that-

er “the arts endowment and its twin agen-
»<-¢y, the National Endowment for the
o Humanities, have become politicized by
~wcstcd interests, pressure groups, Con-
T.gress and the Carter Adminis.ration.
,"*--w'1hc cancer of political interference

ks begun to undermine the credibility

-~ of the endowments,” said Mr. Straight,
o former cditor of The New Republic
~~magazine, He was deputy chairman of
M the arts endowment for eight years
»-until this month, when he became act-
. dng chairman after Nunecy Hunks leit
» ihe agency.
‘Mr. Stralght, who will step down
from the post in two weeks because
“*he feels the nccd for a “change” and
P bccausc he can *“no longer devote full
7 time” to it, said he had not soup™t
“"the appointment as head of the arts
“"tndm\mcnt Livingston Biddle hus been
1 named to the post, pcndmg 5cnalc con-
-"ﬁrmatxon

"Duf[c) s Appointment Cited
"In Washington, Barry Japoda, a spe-
‘elal assistant to President Carter for
eultural affairs, decried Mr. Straight's
‘-'"\‘nconstrucme charges,” and  said,
- " We can’t take these con‘pumls very
- seriously now, since we've been work-
--Jng very clowly with Michael and con-
. sulting him regularly over the last year
“in. his role as deputy to the very capa-
" ble Nancy Hanks. He has never ra.sed
. any of these issues.”
.- Mr. Straight's charges come at a
time of increasing public and Admin-
istration intrese in the two cndow-
« ments. Since they were established in
1965, the agencics have been the re-
cipients of steacily rising Congressional
appropriations. starting out at rouphly
$25 million each n 1965, they now
operate with budgets. of more than
$100 million each for fiscal 1978, The
arts endowment makes pgrants in the
visual and performuiig arts while its
less-publicized  twin, the  humanitics
¢ endowment, fmnnccs endeavars in the
fields of education and the human-
“ities.
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%‘?%‘ ‘ecnés“ ‘Politics’ |
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Michacl Straight, acting
chairman of the Natxonal
Endowment for the Arts.




nterviewed this week in New York,
here he is altending an endowment
canference at the Gotham Holel, Mr,
Straight characterized as one example
ol politicization the receng appointment
of Joeph D, Dutley, a former Demo-

/-.-‘;mc Senatorial candidate in Connect-

at and an adviser on issues durning
L e Carter campaign, to be charman
of the humanitics endowment.
“%."They set up a scarch committet,
c-came up with very good names, ‘and
- ended up with Mre Duffey, whose pri-
amary quabhceations are political,” he

S.said. “He has po credentia!s ta the aca- -

Cdemic world; his credentials ars that
. when he ran jor the Senate in Connect-
cut, he came out for President Carter.”
. A major factor in Mr, Duliey's op-
‘poidtment, Mr. Straight ascerted, was
(thc dispite. betv cen-Senator Claihorne
“Pell, Democrat of Rhode Island, and Dr.
Ronald Berman, former head of the
*~humanitie; endowment. Senator Pell
urged a “prass roots’ approach tu
Munding state programs in the humani-
Jties that Dro Herman opposecd. .
YA Political Act® .
- IThe resultant blocking by Pell of
.Senate confirmation of Dr. Berman's
~reappointment by President Fo:d, from
carly in 1976 until President Carter's
ele-tion,” Mr. Straight said, “"waus &

highly potitical act in relation 10 a

“nonpolitical' agency. Berman  would
surcly have been confirmed had it not
been fecr Peil's apposition, but asz a re-
sult, the decision on a new humanitics
head (eli to President Carter”

- Mr. Duffev was unavailable for com-
sment yesterdav, But Mr. Japoda said:
WWPresident  Carter is  strongly  com-
- milted to hich standards in the arts,
‘th the produst made more widely
Ha»lnhlc to our citizens. That view is
“Shared by Dr. Duffey, who is aheady
moving to take partisan politics out of
the National Endowment for the IMu-
manities by his appointments and his
appolntments and his new policy initia-

tives.” .

An aide to Senator Pell pointed out

that, in writing about the Bennan mat.

ter recently in The Providence (R.1)'

-*Journal, the Senator huad said, “To me,
“the dispute was a malter of princi-
ple... The endowment hampers its
own goals il it tends toward concen-

trating grant awards within a relatively
clqs_cd circle of scholars and academic)
associates. That's why 1 opposed the
reappointment of Dr. Berman.”

Pell Alde Replics

The aide also said that Senator Pell
had noted that a vote to coasider the
Berman reappointment was held in the
Senate Committee on Labor and Public
Wellare before, not after, the Carter
o ction and that “far from overwhelm-
ing support, Dr. Berman did mot even
gain the majority support required for
consideration.”

Mr. Straight fired snother salvo at
the White House for its failure to ap-
noint " strong senior adviser on cul-

I policy”—a deliberate omission so
Joan Mondule, wifc of the Vice

_.sident, “could have a free hand as '

spokesman for the arts.”

“No one expects Pusldent Carter,
beleaguered as he is by the SALT talks,
the Middle Last ¢risis and everything
clse to spend more than five minutes
a month on the arts,” the acting arts
chainman went on to say. “But there
isn't a qualified senior staff member,

" such as Leonard Garment in the Nixon

Adnunistration, to make decisions in
his pan.c. What you have are some
2¢ year-olds out of their depth.” He
was referring to the youthful White
House group that works on cultural
affairs. It is coordinated by Peter
Kyros, deputy counsel to the Vice
President, who is under 30.

“The rea on,” Mr. Straight elaborat-
ed, “is that the Cartes Administr.tion
doesn’t want senior people interfering
with Mrs. Mondale, That's unfortunate,
because by the fact of her being the
Vice President’s wife, she's pohtical.
She's a public figure saying all the right
things, but she cannot watch over the
integrity of the cndowments day by
day.” : ‘
Jagoda Says Attention Is Being Paid

To that, Mr. Jagoda responded, “Mi-
chael’s concern about age scems some-
what irrelevant, but in any eveat more
attention is being paid to cultural af-

. fairs by the Presid.nt, Mrs. Carter, Mrs,

Mondalé and their staffs than ever be-
fore in th™ White House.”

“We all do look to Joan Mondile
or.her views,” he continued, “because

——— — ——

of her extensive experience and direct -

involvement in the arts for many years.
We don't need to artificially install 1 ne
staff member (o look after these ques-
tions, since this whole area“is being
given high priority by quite -a few peo-
ple; some working part time, some full
time.”

My, Straight also cited as “political”
the appointment of Mr, Bid le—"Scha:
tor Peil's ofd college roommate”—to
head the, arts endowment, Mr, Biddle,
who drafted the legistation that estab-
lished the endowments and was first
deputy chairman of the arts agency,
is staff director of the Scnate Subconm-
mittee on Education, Arts and Humani-
tics, of which Senator Pell is chairman,

“White House Was Concerned

“If the appointment of the staff |

director of the Pell oversight committee
isn't ‘political* what is?"" Mr. Straight
asked. ““Ihe White House rebuttal is,
‘Sure, it's political, but h~’s thg most
quatified. It's true that Liv Biddic
helped write the legislation that set up
the endowiments; he's a good, decent
man who'll be a conscientious chuair-
man. But why didn't they look for
someore of nationaj stalure, wlo'd be
known and respected by both political
parties™’ .

.~ Reacned in Washinglon yesterday,
Mr. Bidle said: “I have no sensec of
being a political pcrson in this regard
at all. Over the years, we've worked
closely with hoth Democrats and Re-
publicans, making the endowments in-
crease in scupe on the authorization
side. Certainiy Scnator Pell has worked
with Senator {Jacob K.] Javits as close-
ly as anyone, and the effort has been
a bipartisan one from the very bepin-
ning.” '

1

And he added, “Besades, 1 hind ‘pob-
tics' difficult to give a deropatory
meaning o hecanse our whole povern:
ment is based on the palitival procees.
us translated throuph our desmorary.”

A spokesman for Senator Poll relaved
# coment from the Senators "It scenis
to me that aohoay has a quarrep with

, Mro Biddie's actual qualificatiors for

the job.” :

Mr, Straipht cited as further exam.
ples of “politicization™  a'iempts by
“pressure groups”™ composcd of hlachs
and/or women "to put Govgeinpe

funding of the nrts on a quals .!'):.L.l“-

As  for  “vested gntepestsTooob
Straight said e had in nind esaecinis
pcrfdnning arts unions lh.'.'l AN
their representatives sit on the Natian
al Council on the Arts, the Proarbents!
v appointed advisory bodv to the en
dowmunt, and the professiinal panc
that pass on grants awurded by U
agency. .

He noted tha,, althouth two seals
on the Council had been toverved {
menhers represent ttive of labor it
ety oce 1965, tiwy had net alwaye
been fllcd, In 1975, Me Straght s
the upion leaders becanie concenu
over the lack of such appa tments e
two Republican Presidents, Richard M
Nivon and Gerald R Fordo They s
ceded in having the endawvvnent fen
lation amended to provide taat th.

Presidentially appointed councd men
bers also had to undergo Senate cos
firmation. ‘

“This gave them the political 'in’ th
they Iacked with only Prosideatial o
pointment.” Mr. Stiaipht ¢harged.

Mr. Straight ended by warawg: it
problem noew is the res-crinn of t!
nonpolitical, nonpartisan nature ot U
endowment. It has had unpasaidei-
quccess withh both artists and ¢l
for teo reasons: JUowas created e
sponse Lo a need, aad 'y prown nl«.r.
the right lines, nonpart:san, nonpob:
cal and _completely  prdieastonal
everything it's done. The difficrn
we were once a small, §7 million upos
tion, and everyone left us ulone, b
we're a $202 million affair, and eves
one wants in.”
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