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PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1965

eeney Looks Ahead to New Job

For ‘'the general public— of man, more nearly equal to Endowment for the Humani- dent indicate that he will

educational television shows
and non-profit motion pictures
of the highest quality.

For talented young people—
greater incentive to devote
their lives to the humanities,

as against missile-making or,

money-making.

For the scholar, writer and
artist—the means for re-
search and creativity, free
from the bill collector's
shadow or scarcity of time,

For educational institutions,
cultural groups—a new status
and new tools for man’s study

those of science,

These are some of the pos-
sible gains envisioned for life
in America by Dr, Barnaby
C. Keeney, president of Brown
University, under a new
foundation which will marshal
a federal army of dollars to
help the humanities.

Dr. Keeney, the historian,
is to make history, And the
other day he discussed his
hopes and anxieties in con-
templation of his' new duties.
He recently was named by
President Johnson to head
the National Council on the
Humanities and the National

ties,

Both are armsg of the Na-
tional Arts and Humanities
Foundation created by Con-
gress to feed government
money to literature, philoso-
phy, music, drama, political
science, languages and art, Dr.
Keeney will start with about
10 million dollars. There will
be more.

The program will include
fellowships, grants-in-aid,
loans to develop study, re-
search, training, publications,
conferences, seminars and
workshops.

Remarks by Brown’s presi-

journey on this novel crusade,
dressed not in the armor of
Don Quixote but of realism
and practicality, in expecta-
tion of a few arrows shot his
way. i

Dr. Keeney’s reaction to the
fear that government may try
to control the creative spirit,
punish thinkers whose
thoughts are not approved
and reward others, is typical.
He said such pressures are
inevitable but that Ameri-
cans are ‘“a moral people” and

Turn fo Page 10, Col. 1
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Continued from Page One
the federal system’s checks
and balances and the overall
common sense of its politi-
cians should work against in-
terference,

‘“I'm sure that here as in
any other cases of endow-
ment,” he said, “there will be
people trying to exert pres-
sure. The nature of our gov-
ernment with its separate
branches of Congress, the
party system, the press and
all the rest work against
that.”

“The availability of other
sources of support in this
country,” he said, “also miti-
gates against pressures.”

The president of Brown

University placed his great-~

est faith in “the morality”

and “courage” of the indi-
vidual writer, scholar and
artist. “They will refuse to

yield,” he commented, “They
will not be dictated to by
authority.”

In his mind’s eye perhaps
was the man who drank
hemlock in ancient Athens.

Dr. Keeney had been talk-
ing of how the ‘idea of gov-
ernment assisting art is not
new. He mentioned -classi-
‘cal Greece and the Renais-
‘sance when “individuals in
government” supported some
of the finest minds the world
has known.

In this connection, Dr.
Keeney derided a thought
long dear to the Philistine,
namely, that an artist does
better work if starving in a

. garret. He admitted that

‘too easy an existence may be

-bad, but added:
“There’s no reason to sup—
~_pose that a man will not do
as good work if he has what
he needs to allow him to de-
vote himself to what he is
doing. The idea of poverty
- and great art going together
is a fraud.” 3
He mentioned Lord Byron

as an example of one whose
talents were not hurt by
having money:

Dr. Keeney’s main theme
is that the humanities have
been far outdistanced in the
area of government help
when compared with the sci-
ences. Purpose of the foun-
dation is not to turn out
fewer outstanding engineers
and physicists but more com-
posers and scholars of repute,
he insisted.

“It is in the national in-
terest,” he declared. “Con-
gress believed it, and the
members have shown great
understanding of the prob-
lem.”

In this undertaking, Dr.
Keeney said, Rhode Island
has been a leader. After
Ppraising the state’s congres-
sional delegation, he as-
serted:

“This is no accident. Right
here in this state there is a
much - greater concern  with
cultural matters than is real-

ized. I think our institutions -

and groups in Rhode Island
will play important roles in
the foundation’s growth.”

Dr. Keeney turned from
consideration .of Sen, Clai-
borne Pell, who introduced
legislation on behalf of the
foundation, and Dr. Albert
Bush-Brown, president of the
Rhode Island School eof De-
sign, an ardent supporter, to
the man on the street.

“It's a great mistake to
think of the ‘average person
as not being interested in
these things,” Dr. Keeney re-
marked. “All people, those
with very little education
%ven, think a lot more about
life and its meaning or what
goes on in the world than
generally is believed.”

“They watch television, go
to the movies, and I'm sure
they would appreciate it if
we give them something bet-
ter to watch. It’s a mistake
“to talk down or loek down
‘where the public is concerned.
They’re a lot smarter than
some like to think.”

Dr. Keeney's deep voice
resounded in emphasis. “I
think we can raise the level
of their outlock and they

can get a lot out of what:

the foundation will offer.”

\mote one hand against

. flected, would be most pro-

W.-&
be expecte

| Keeney doesn’t face this as-

| of mails promoting a variety

the other, rather unchar-
acte,rlstlcally “Their reading
is /limited by what they
know,” he declared, “but we
can help raise their interests.
Then, if we help them come
to better, wiser decisions in
matters of the national in-
terest or in their own lives,
we will have succeeded.”

Dr. Keeney gave an ex-
ample. “If the public has a
better appreciation of beauty,
it will draw up better zon-
ing laws or decide on more
pleasing city buildings and
monuments.”

Of course, the more direct
and immediate benefits will
come to the composer who
has to work as a waiter to
supplement his income as
violinist in a symphony or-
chestra,” he said. Or to the
scholar compiling a diction-
ary that might unlock new
insights.

The impact, Dr, Keeney re-
nounced on campus atmos-
phere,

‘“Before the Rockefeller Li-
brary was built,” he said,
“many students felt we were
pushing the sciences, They
saw the money that went
into that and they came to
wrong conclusions, We love
the sciences but they saw
little evidence of our concern |
for the humanities.”

Dr. Keeney continued:
“Sinee the library was: built,
there has been a change in
feeling, The man interested
in philosophy or letters can
be proud. He doesn’t get any
ideas of being neglected or
downgraded. This helps those
uncertain about a career to
make a choice that would
benefit them and humanity, .”

After all, the historian in-
ferred, what good is technol-
ogy if we can’t use it intel-
ligently,

DE Keeney’s attitude
toward the tasks ahead might
be described as skeptical op-
timism, He said he is well
aware of the possibilities of
pressure from Washington
some day in some given sit-
uation. Or criticism from the
allerles where many diverse
cpinions preva.tl among tax-
payers,

au mﬁtﬁ’ﬁe i de-

“These are thi.gs o
~overcome.
But when I look Back. . o
He said that when a foun-
dation for the arts and
humanities first was contem-
plated, he felt it might be
close to 10 years before time |.
for launching. And here, he-
beamed, the capsule is on the
pad, almost ready for orbit.
One point overlooked, he
said, is that in some areas
private money will match
government funds under the
foundation’s terms. Having
been a sleeve-tugger on be-
half of a wuniversity, Dr.

pect of his new job with mis-
givings.

As chairman of the Na-
tional Council on the Humani-
ties, he will have 26 experts
to advise him on how the
federal money is spent. The
National Endowment for the
Humanities  controls the
funds.

Already the requests are
pouring into hig office. Some
people don't waste any time.

Dr. Keeney spoke of stacks

of projects. ¢ |

“There will be one import-
ant rule,” he mused. “Merit.
Merit, that will be the yard-
stick.”
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