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BUSINESS 
WEE K 

June 26, 1965 

Fifty cents 

. A McGraw-Hill publication 

The play's 
the thing ... 
Since it opened its Shakespearean 

Festival, Stratford, Ont., 

has attracted new, growing industry 

First-time visitors to Stratford, Ont., 
the city Shakespeare helped rebuild, 
may get an initial feeling of relaxa­
tion from its tree-lined streets and 
relatively unhurried air. The relaxa­
tion, however, is only on the surface. 
For in the dozen years since Strat­
ford opened its Shakespearean 
Festival with a production of Richard 
111, it has been caught up in a drama 
of economic rejuvenation that has 
reached into every aspect of its life. 

In 1953, Stratford had a turn-of­
the-century flavor. Today, a part of 
that still exists in the Victorian-style 
architecture of its park-like resi­
dential areas and in some of its 
major buildings. However, the tele­
phone lines that used to slice through 
the air are now underground, and 
other changes have taken place. 

Every . ad-
dition to industry-which is diversi­
fied,..-the festiv · 

nadian National Railways had just 
announced plans to phase out its 
1,500-employee Stratford car shops, 
which then had 1,500 employees. 

Then Tom Patterson, a Stratford­
born Toronto newspaperman, pro­
posed his dream of building a major 
Shakespearean festival. Industry, 
perhaps borrowin6 the bard's 
thought that, "This weighty busi­
ness will not brook delay" (Henry 
VI), asked for a•part. 

The first theater was only a tent. 
_But by 1956, construction had started 
on the modern Elizabethan show­
case that now stands on a rise in 
125-acre. Queen's Park, near the 
downtown district. By 1957, the fes­
tival's fifth season, the $2-million 
structure was ready. Since then, al­
terations have brought its seating 
capacity of 2,258. 

Onament of beauty ... The park 
stretches along both sides of the 
Avon River, on the city's eastern 
end, and is a traditional spot for 
picnicking among Strat!9rc!__regu­
lars .. The river has been widened 
along about half of its course through 
the city proper, and forms a long, 
narrow lake upon which swans 
preen .. 

Throughout all the bustle, busi­
ness and theater have remained in­
tertwined. The influx of new industry 
-and the flow continues-made pos­
sible the sound development of ac­
commodations needed so badly for 
theatergoers. There are hundreds of 
motel units that were nonexistent 
10 years ago, and new ones are con­
stantly being added. 

The city itself has not missed its 
cue. The numerous mid-Victorian 
houses with their white Colonial 
porches are sparkling. The down­
town streets-such as broad Ontario 
Street, which has modern, low-lying 
shops with sedate window displays 
-have been spmced up. There are 
benches beneath the trees, signs are 
barred from protmding over the 
sidewalks, and off-street parking has 
made it easier to find a metered spot. 
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