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| New Arts Chief KhoWs
' What It’s

D WASHINGTON,  DC. —

' %
, Interviews are bety conducted
Wednesday afternoon, Livingston L.«

Riddle Jr, will be sworn in as the new
chairman of the Natignal Fndow-
Jent for the Arts,

There 1s no doubt that this man
understands what the job is all about.

He drafted the law that eslab-
lished the endowment in 1965.

Al his nomunation hearings be-
fore the Human Resources Commit-
tee of the United States Senate, Bid-
die told the comnutlee that he
wanted “to stress the partnership as

the legislation enunciates

“Partnership between govern-
ment and the private communily 1s
basic Lo the law,"” he suid

l.ast week, his blond partner 1n
private life, Cathanna, an arust, was
busily sorting card files at the endow:-
ments’ headquarters and very much
enjoying hersell working on invita-
tions to the swearing-in cereinonies
with Biddle's staflf

There will be 193 guests atl the
ceremonies itsell, including the press,
as that 1s the precise number that the
trealy room in the execulive office
butlding holds.

‘Then the entire staff at the en-
dowment (more than 300 people) and
thewr husbands and wives will be
asked to w reception at the Corcoran
Gallery of Art. They will be sup-
plemented by White llouse stalfers,
members.of Congress, the Art World
of Washington. and Just plain friends
of the well-known Biddles

French wine, cheese and sand
wiches will be served as members of
the brass quintet of the National Sym
phony Orchestra play and members
of the Howard Umiversity Choir sing

The teception will be paid for
privately. The Corcoran can handle
2.000 people.

~ Later, 40 people will get together
with the Biddles for a private dinner
‘to share the significance of the day.

Last week was an exciting one
for Biddle as he worked on the 13th
floor in the Columbia Plaza office
bullding. His corner office has a truly
mspirational view ol the naton's
capital  The view sweeps up and
down the Potomac River with the
Kennedy  Center Just opposile
Georgelown University sits on o hall
at one end ol the vista, which
cludes the Washinglon  Monument,
the Lincoln Memortal and a wide ex-
panse of Virgimie across lh(-(rlw'r

Redecoraling was bemg done
with new pictures gomg on the walls

Any of his wife’s? “No, Catha
rina doesn't think any of hers are wetl
enough to frame for my office,” Bid-
dle explamed '

New  staff  members  were
phoning in. *Welcome abourd.” Bid-
dle told one in his hest Philadelphia
accent  For Biddle 1s indeed one of
the Philadelphia Biddles.

1 can't want for you to gel here.
Two weceks? T want Lo see yeu as soon
as you can show your shing face
over here.”

Biddle, who has been going to his
new office for two weeks now is a
third chairnvan of the national endow-
ment.

The (irst one was Roger Stevens,
who now runs the countless alfairs of
the Kennedy Center and the second
was Nancy Hanks who worked hard
and successfully to mprove the fi-
nancial situation of the endowment

Miss Hanks will remain in Wash-
ington for a well-earned rest as she
sorts oul a number of pteresting op-
tons for the fulure. a

Biddle 15 expected to approach
the management of the endowment in
an entirely dutferent way from the
style of Miss Hanks who was a very
domunant personality at Columbia
Plaza. 1t is anticipated that there will
be less ernphasis placed on personal-
iies and more cmphasts placed on
programs as Biddle lakes over

The endowment has an advisory
comnuitee, the Nahonal Counail on
the Arts — made up of 26 prominent
Amertcans — which Biddle plans to
use inoa different way than past
chammen have usedat

“They  have  heen immersed
more and more n detalled assess
ment of grant apphcahions and less in
policy assessments,” he said. 1 hope
to chinge that ™

There has been one  depuly
charrman of the endewment. Biddle
mtends to spread the responsttnhity
by increastng that number Lo three

Biddle 15 also planming to work
much more closelv i tindem with
sister-operation, the National Fndow-
ment for the Humamties, which was
also sel up 12 yvears ago by the same
il

)

11 About

The National Endow ment tor the
Huniunties has @ new charman, too,
Joseph D Duffey. But this orginiza
tion has consistently hid more of an
identity problem than the Natwonal
Endowment for the Arts has had

B e e -~

Biddle was the first deputy chairman
of the endowment. He drafted the
original legistation for it when he wis
working on the stalf of s former cuol
lege classmate, Sen Claiborne Pell
He also sugpested the legislation.

Biddle began his professional ca
reer as a reporter in Philudelphia.
Turned down for the Armed Services
in World War 11, he signed up to drive
ambulances.

He returned to Phiadelphia
alter the war, wrole novels about 1t
and then decided that Washinglon
wus {he better base su he moved
here.

The soft-spoken. well-spoken
chairman said he will strive for “bal
ance” for the endowment- .

I think that we should put mon
ey nto Out-Reach programs as well
as in the treasured inshitubions of thus
country. Obviously, you can’t let the

.- e e o O i

treasured ainstitutions become finan-
ctally insolvent, but at the same tune,
they are not gong o by g the arts tu
the full flourtshing an the country be
cause their capacity s hmited ™

lis other key to the approach to
the new Job s “quality ™

Biddie will be sworn m for a
four-year term which ts renewable.

It would have been impossihle

for President Carter to have found
o another person for the jub, who could
Costart oft wath this solid base of under. -
standing that Biddle possesses

(Jayne Brumley Is Washington
correspondent for The Florkda Thines
Union.)

The Florida Times-Union

Jacksonville Jouarnal
November 27, 1977
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