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PenoBSCOT  heRITAGE MUSEUM or LIVING }ISCTORY

July 10, 19739 1073
.\ Fe i e ™ V2

Senator Claiborne Pell
United States Senate
Room 325, 0OSOB
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pell:

I am writing to you in your capa01ty as Chairman of the
Special Subcommittee on Arts and Humanities. You have expressed
a desire to obtain statement from members of the museum profession
in relation to the proposed%Museum Services Act. This statement
is in response to that request.

The Penobscot Herltage Museum of Living History is "one of
the finest educational museums /in the State of Maine", (quote
from the Director of the: MalneyState Museum). It has been
honored with a award for exceil ence by the Amerlcanwﬁssociation
for-State and Local Hlstory. et ot -

Since its birth in 1968 1t has proven immensel popular
in this region, esp901a11y with the ‘school-chil ~

11,000 children have beenﬁglvenVCOhduéfedftbufs
exhibit. Approimately 8,000 adv
are generally geared for he 4 8?grade level. anc in;addltlon
to the exhibit inour gallery 3 n
exhibits to schools in.o

a.. (last year these five exhibits
e road”), A docent program
ct10n=w1ththese exhibits,.

€ permanet collection, it has

cooperation for advice and loans.
donated and some exhibits constructed-
, ute a. permanethollectlon in the

'y we are struggllng. Support has been prov1ded

Bangor, and‘ \small State matchlng grant for salarles.

Present and antlclpated needs are mainly for oper2+1onq and
salaries. It appears that grants for specifiic programs"
are available through governmental sources (for example: Blcentennlal



N

“ﬁg\wo&scoc hericace MUSEUM o LIVING hISTORY
. &-.}' .

programs) but virtually nothing for operations. Some program:

| grants are simply not applicable for small museums, and as I see

‘ it this is the greatest need in the museum profession.
) Small museums serve an important function, but with today's
‘financial situation face a bleak future. Thus, I speak in support
of the proposed act.

Sincerely yours,

M Constantiné Albans
Director
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