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Humanities Endowment:

The Broader Spectrum -

To the Editor:
Your recent editbrial on the Natiomal

Endowment for the Humanities and *

my cwn involvement in the future
direction of its policies reguires sonre
comment and clardfication, it not cor-
reciion.

The Times states that Drf Romald
Bermian, chairman of the Endowment
from 1972 thraugh 1976, “lost his job"
because 1 was critical of his steward-
ship, This may leave readers with the
impression thai Dr. Berman was dis-
charged, The truth, of course, Is thdt
the chairmpan of the Endowment {3
appointed for & set tevm of four years.
Dr, Berman's term expired, amd I
opposed his reappointment because of
basic disagreemént with his admim.s
tretion of, the program.

I bejieve the Humanities Endowment
programs should reach out to invoive
a broader spectrum of the American
people in the enriching process and
products of humanistic studjes. Dr.
Berman was strongly opposed to my
legialative proposals 1o accomplish this
objective — proposals which were
adopted in concept by the Congress.

r
such eajor failimps are réwarded .
through rezppointment.
The Times is concerned that broad-
ened partcipation in the humanities
program will mean compromise ©n
qudlity to gain papularity and ready
scceptance, The-quality and excellence
of the programs sponsored by the Ex-
dowment must indeed be pugrded. Bot
1 reject the implication that broadening
the program beyond the narrow spec-
trum now partleipating in it wall
pecessarily sacrifice quality. “
The Humanities Endowment has ot
realized its full potentizl to provide
opportunities for the earichment .of
American life. To do 50 it must enlist
broader participation in- quality pm-
gams. |
That is my vision of the future%’f
the Humanities Endowment amd one
which 1 believe the new chairman of
the Endowment will share,
_ CramorNe PELL
U.S. Sepator from Rhode Isl;":;d
Washington, Aug. 11, 197 g

-

This basic philosophical difference )

about the ohjectives of the humanities
program is oot & trivial matter to be
brushed aside {n considering whether
the chairman of the Humanities En.

~ dowment merits reappoiniment. .

4

Indeed, your own editorial states
that diffusion of a product of humanis-
tic studies to the nation is “a major
duty of the Endowment,” and one
which “even sdmirers of Dr. Berman

| concaded ho did oot emphasize suf-

' fictently.”

Excelience in our national huriathi-

| ties program cam ot be echieved if
|
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