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BULLETIN 
OF THE 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

VOL. 13 OCTOBER, 1940 NO.1 

FALL MEETING OF THE RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Tuesday, October 29, 1940 

AUBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY, AUBURN, RHODE ISLAND 

AUBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Through the zeal and determination of a 
handful of Auburn residents, the Library was 
established in October, 1888, a nd is believed to 
be the first public library in Cranston. The 
organizing group was known as the Auburn 
Reading Room Association, and its membership 
fee was fifty cents plus twenty cents a month 
thereafter. It became a free library in 1892. 

The Library suffered many setbacks as func!s 
grew small and community interest waned. 
Several of the founders of the Library took turns 
acting as Librarian in order to keep the Library 
open. The greatest setbacks were experienced 
when at two different times, fire seriously 
damaged the book collection. After each of 
these catastrophes the Library x-ery nearly went 
out of existence, but each time the dogged 

persistence of the Librarians and a few interested 
citizens managed to reopen the Library. 

1931 was an important year in the history of 
the Library , for in February of that year a group 
of twelve women first met to form the Auburn 
Library Club. The Club has been of inestima­
ble help, bot h by arousing greater community 
interest in the Library, and by making sub­
stantial donations for the purchase of books. 

In 1937 a house was purchased by the Library 
Association and adapted for library use. Since 
the Library's move into its present building, 
the readers in the community have shown their 
appreciation of the more attractive quarters 
by a SO% increase in the use of the Library. 

RuTH B. RAYMOND, Librarian. 

To reach the Library from the city, take an Elmwood-Auburn Bus, which leaves from Dorrance St., 
in front of the Union Trust every fifteen minutes. The Bus stops directly in front of rhe Library, 687 
Park Avenue. The Library is between Elmwood Ave. and Reservoir Ave., that is between Routes I and 3· 

Luncheon will be served in the Library by the Auburn Library Club , at fifty cents. 
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APPOINTMENTS AND 

RESIGNATIONS 

Elmwood Public Lib rary 

The resignation of Mrs . Margaret Reid 
Alsop was accepted \Vith deep regret. 
She has rendered outstanding service to 
the Elmwood community and wil l be long 
remembered with gratefu l appreciation 
by parents, teachers and ch ildren, whom 
she so fait hfully a nd wise ly served over a 
long term of years. 

M iss Pau line Paxton, Carnegie Library 
School , who succeeds Mrs. Alsop as 
Children's L ibrarian, held a sim ilar post 
at t he Akron Public L ibrary, Akron, Ohio. 

Miss E lea nor Morrill , Simmons Col lege, 
comes from t he Malden Public Li brary 
to replace M iss Ruth White as Librarian 
of the G il bert Stuart Junior High School. 

Miss E leanor Hocker, Simm ons College, 
has been appointed senior assistant at the 
Loan Desk. 

William H. Hall Free Library 

Mrs. Grace Hey has been appointed 
Assistant L ibrarian to fill the temporary 
vacancy caused by the absence of Miss 
H.uth Williams on account of illness. 

Harris Institute Library 

Miss E lea nor L. Robinson has resigned 
from the staff. 

Providence Athenaeum 

M iss Barbara I-! ubbard has resigned to 
enter the School of Librarv Serv ice, 
Columbia University . MissSylv-iaSt rickler 
has been appointed to succeed her. 

Prcvidcnce Pub lic Library 

T here ha ve been rnany changes in t he 
staff of librarians d ur ing t he past several 
weeks. 

Mr. John A. Norton, former ly of the 
New York Publi c Library, has succeeded 
Miss Ruth M iller as Ass.:e.tant L ibrarian. 
Miss Mil ler will remain in the service as 
Assistant to the Librarian th rough No­
vember, engaged in specia l work. 

M iss Vi rginia Fooks has come fro m the 
Enoch Pratt: Free Library, Balti more, to 
assume the duties of Supervisor of Child­
ren 's and School Libraries, a position 
vaca ted by Miss Marv R. Lucas. who has 
accepted a n American Li brary Associa­
tion Fellowship. 

Miss Catherine M . Zottoli of the Lake­
wood . Ohio Public Library, is now 
Children's L ibrarian at Wanskuck, suc­
ceeding Miss Rut h B. Custance. Miss 
E lizabeth W. Doolitt le , Assistant in the 
Oliver Hazard Perry Junior High School 
Li brary, has resigned a nd her place has 
been filled hy Miss Jane A. McGuirk, 
Marywood Co llege 1940. 

M iss Carolin e Neef. Columbia 1940, has 
assumed t he duties which the resignation 
of M iss Alice l\1. Purington of t he Refer­
ence Department left open. 

M iss Mary E li7abeth Mayo, Columbia 
1940, has bee n appointed to the Reference 
Department. 

Miss Barbara Abbot t . Branch Librarian 
at Wanskuck , has res igned and Miss 
Catherine L. Towers, Librarian of the 
Covi ngton, Ky. Pu blic Libra ry has been 
appointed to t he po~it ion. 

Mr. Arnold McDermott has been ap­
poin ted Book Custod ian. 

Westerly Public Libra ry 

Miss llelen M. St ikeman . t he recipient 
of t he H.. I. L. A. Scholarshi p award for 
1940, is attending t he Carnegie Library 
School. 

The Rhode Island State Library is the 
official exchange a uthority for State gov­
ern mfl1 t publications. T he pr in ted State 
departmental reports for the year 1939 
presented to t he 1940 Legislature a re now 
available for distrib ution. T he R. !. 
Session Laws a nd Acts and Rewlves for 
1940 may a lso be obta in ed upon applica­
t ion to the State Library . 

The an nual state appropriat ion of 
$3 000.00 made by the General Assembly 
for the purpose of adding to the salaries 
of librarians of free public libraries who 
receive less t ha n $500.00 each, a nnua ll y, 
wil l be d istr ibuted by the State Librarian 
in t he month of December. 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Officers 1940-41 

PRESIDENT 
Mrs. M urie l C. Wyman, William)-!. Hal l Free Library 

The Officers a nd 

F IRST VICE -PRESIDENT 
Francis P. Allen , R. I. State College 

SECOND V ICE-PRESIDENT 
Edna T hayer, Providence Public Li brary 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Mary P. Lane, Barrington Public Library 

CORH.ESPONDING SECH.ETAH.Y 
Esther Levine, Providence Public Library 

TREASURER 
Gertrude E. Brown, Providence Public Library 

Committees 

EXECUTIVE COMM ITTEE 

Norman L. Kilpatrick. Brown Universit y Library 
Mrs. Howa rd S. Harris, Jr., Anne Ide Fu ll er Library , East Prov idence 
Helen Potter, East Greenwich Public Library 

COMMITTEE ON CERTIFICATION AND RELATIONS 
WITH THE STATE 

Mrs. Sara E. Sherma n , E lmwood Public Library, Chairman 
Harriet M . Briggs Weaver Memorial Library, East Providence 
Mrs. Ma rguerite Reed Wetmore, Pawtucket, R. I. 
Fran cis P. Allen, R. !. State Coll ege Library. 

PROGH.AM COMM ITTEE 
Ruth C. Coombs, Providence Public Library, C hairman 
Mrs. Muriel C. \'Vyman, William H. Hall Free Library 
Norma n L. Kilpatrick, Brown U niversity Library 

BULLETI N COMM ITTEE 
Rose Karl in , Providence P ublic L ibrary, C hairman 
Louise Allen , E lmwood Public Library 
Esther C. Cushman , Brown University Library 

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 
Ida M. Anderson, William H. Hall Free Library, Chairman 
Helen Copenhaver, Prov id ence Public Library 
Rut h B. Raymond, Auburn P ublic Li brary 

HOSPITALITY COMM ITTEE 
Edna Thayer, Providence Public Library, C hairman 
Mrs. Marjorie Forsyth Calef, Providence . R. !. 
Mrs. G race Hey, William H . Hall Free Library 

MEMBERSHIP COMM ITTEE 
Mrs. Ethel M. Eader, L ibrary Extension , State House, Cha irman 
Gertrude E. Brown, Providence Public Library 
Elizabeth G. Myer, Library Exte nsion, State House 

AUDITOR 
Laurence M. Shaw, Providence Publi c Library 
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APPOINTMENTS AND 
RESIGNATIONS 

Elmwood Public Library 

The resigna tion of Mrs. Margaret Reid 
Alsop was accepted \vith deep regret. 
She has rend ered outsta nding service to 
the Elm wood comm uni ty and will be long 
remembered with gra teful apprecia tion 
by pa rents , tea chers a nd chi ldren , whom 
she so fa it hfully and wisely served over a 
long term of years. 

Miss Pa uline Paxton, Carnegie Library 
School , who succeeds M rs. Alsop as 
Children's Librarian , held a similar post 
at the Akron Public Library, Akron , Ohio. 

Miss E lea nor Morrill , Simmons College, 
comes from t he Malden Public Library 
to replace Miss Rut h Whi te as Libra ria n 
of the G ilbert St uart Junior High School. 

Miss El eanor Hocker, Simmons College, 
has been a ppointed senior ass istant a t t he 
Loan Desk. 

William H. Hall Free Library 

Mrs. Grace Hey has been appointed 
Assistant Librarian t o fill the temporary 
vacancy caused by the a bsence of Miss 
Ruth Williams on account of illness. 

Harris Institute Library 

M iss Eleanor L. Robin son has resigned 
from the sta ff . 

Providence Athenaeum 

M iss Ba rba ra Hubba rd has resigned to 
enter the School of Libra ry Serv ice, 
Columbia Uni versity . Miss Sylv-ia Strickler 
has been a ppoin ted to succeed her. 

Prcvidcnce Public Library 

T here have been many cha nges in the 
sta ff of li bra ria ns during t he past several 
weeks. 

M r. John A. Norton, formerl y of the 
New York P ubli c Library, has succeeded 
lVI iss Ruth lVI iller as Ass.:sta nt Librarian. 
M iss Miller will remain in the service as 
Assistan t to the Li brarian thro ugh No­
vember, engaged in special work. 

Miss Virginia F ooks has com e from the 
Enoch Pra tt F ree Library, Baltimore, to 
a ssume the du t ies of Supervisor of Child­
ren 's and School Libraries, a position 
vacated by Miss Ma rv R. Lucas. who has 
accepted a n American Libra ry Associa­
tion Fellowship. 

Miss Catherine lVI. Zot t oli of the Lake­
wood . Ohio . Public Library, is now 
C hildren 's Libra ria n at Wa nskuck, suc­
ceeding Miss Ruth B. Custance. Miss 
Eli zabeth 'vV. Dooli t tle , Assistant in the 
Oliver Haza rd Perry Junior High School 
Library, has resigned a nd her place has 
been filled by Miss Jane A. McGuirk, 
Marywood College l 940. 

Miss Carolin e Neef. Columbia 1940, has 
assumed the dut ies which the res ignation 
of Miss Alice M . Purington of t he Refer­
ence Department left open. 

M iss Ma ry E lizabeth M ayo, Columbia 
1940, has bee n a ppointed to the Reference 
Department. 

Miss Barbara Abbott . Branch Librarian 
a t Wa nskuck , has resigned and Miss 
Cat herine L. Towers, Libraria n of the 
Cov ington , K y . Public Libra ry has been 
a ppointed to the poeition. 

Mr. Arnold McDermott has been ap­
poin ted Rook C ustodian. 

Westerly Public Library 

Miss Helen lVI . Stikeman. the recipient 
of the R. l. L. A. Schola rship a ward for 
1940, is a ttend in g the Ca rnegie Library 
School. 

The Rhode Is la nd State Libra ry is the 
official excha nge authority for State gov­
ernmfnt publica t ions. The printed State 
departmenta l reports for the year 1939 
presented to t he I 940 Legisla ture are now 
ava ila ble fo r distribution. The R. I. 
Session La ws a nd Acts and Rewlves for 
J 940 may a lso be obtained upon applica­
tion to th e State Library. 

The a nnua l state appropriation of 
$3 000.00 ma de by the Gen eral Assembly 
for the purpose of adding to t he salaries 
of librarians of free public libra ries who 
receive less tha n $500.00 each, annual ly, 
will be distributed by the Sta te Librarian 
in th e month of December. 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Officers 1940-41 

PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Muriel C. Wyman, William,H. Hall Free Library 

The Officers and 

FIRST VICE -PRESIDENT 
Fra ncis P. Allen , R. I. State College 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDE NT 
Edna Thayer, Providence Public Library 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
M ary P. Lane , Barrin gton Public Library 

CORRESPONDI NG SECRETARY 
Esthe~ Levine, Prov idence Public Libra ry 

TREASURER 
Gertrude E. Brown, Prov idence Public Library 

Committees 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Norman L Kilpatrick . Brown Universit y Library 
Mrs. Howard S. Harris, Jr. , Anne Ide Full er Library, E ast Prov idence 
Helen Potter, East Greenwich Public Library 

COMMITTE E O N CERTIFICATION AND RELATIONS 
WITH TH E STATE 

Mrs. Sa ra E. Sherman , Elm\\·ood Public Library, Chairma n 
Harriet M. Briggs 'vVeaver Memorial Libra ry, East Providence 
Mrs. Marguerite Reed \-\ietmore, Pawtucket , R. I. 
Francis P. Allen, R !. Sta te College Library. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Ruth C. Coombs, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Mrs. Muriel C. \i\iyma n, William H. Hall F ree Library 
Norman L. Kilpatrick, Brown Universi ty Library 

BULLETIN COMMITTEE 
Rose Karlin , Providence Public Library, Ch a irman 
Louise Allen , Elmwood Public Library 
Esth er C. Cushman, Brown University Libra ry 

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 
Ida lVI. Anderson, William H. Hall Free Library, Chairman 
Helen Copenhaver, Providence Public Library 
Ruth B. Raymond, Auburn P ublic Library 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
Edna Thayer, Providence Public Library, C hai rman 
Mrs. Ma rjorie Forsvth Calef, Providen ce . R. I. 
Mrs. Grace Hey, William H. Hall Free L ibra ry 

M E MBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Mrs. E t hel M. Rader, Library Extension , Sta te House, Chairman 
Gertrude E. Brown , Providence Public Libra ry 
Elizabeth G . Myer, Libra ry Extension, Sta te House 

AU DITOR 
Laurence M. Shaw, Providence Public Libra ry 



PROGRAM 

Morning Session 

9:30 GREETINGS 

Mrs. Frederick H. Devere, President, Board of Trustees, 

Auburn Public Library 

9:40 BUSINESS MEETING 

10:00 WORK OF THE W. P. A. PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE PROJECTS 
IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mrs. Margaret N. Staley, State Director 

10:20 INTELLECTUAL NEUTRALITY IN WAR TIME 

Clarence E. Sherman, Librarian , Providence Public Library 

10:45 WHAT'S NEW IN BOOKS? 

BIOGRAPHY, TRAVEL AND HISTORY 

Sallie E. Coy, Librarian, Westerly Public Library 

FICTION 

John A. Norton , Assistant Librarian, Providence Public Library 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

Virginia Fooks, Supervisor of Chi ldren 's and School Libraries, 

Providence Public Library 

12:00 LUNCHEON 

Afternoon Session 

2:00 LIBRARY NOTEBOOK 

Alfred H . Fenton, Providence Journal 

2:10 THE BODLEIAN: FIRST OF MODERN LIBRARIES 

Edwin Casady, Department of English, Brown University 

3:00 THE UNITED STATES IN A WORLD AT WAR 

Campbell B. Beard , Department of Political Science and Sociology, 

Brown University 
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