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BLUE-WINGED TEAL NESTING
IN HAWAII

PETER W. C. PATON
AVERY TAYLOR
AND

PHILIP R. ASHMAN

Blue-winged Teal (4nas discors) breed primarily in the
prairie pothole region of North Dakota, South Dakota,
Minnesota, and southern Alberta-Saskatchewan, and win-
ter primarily in northern South America (for details see
A.0.U. 1983). In the Hawaiian Islands they are uncom-
mon migrants. They have been reported mainly from the
island of Hawaii, but individuals and small flocks have
sporadically been seen on Maui, Kauai, and Oahu (Berger
1981). Three males and three females visited Aimakapa
Pond on Hawaii in the winters of 1977-1978, 1980-1981,
and 1981-1982 (unpubl. data, Hawaii Division of For-
estry and Wildlife [HDFW]; PWCP, pers. observ.). Fur-
thermore, nine Blue-winged Teal were seen at Aimakapa
and three at adjacent Opaeula Pond on 20 April 1983 (AT,
pers. observ.). Thus, 28 of the 33 birds noted in recent
years on Hawaii Island, have been on Aimakapa Pond
(HDFW, pers. observ.).

Aimakapa Pond is adjacent to the ocean in a somewhat
remote area on the west coast of Hawaii (19°42'N,
156°01'W). The 3-ha brackish pond has an average depth
of 0.6 m. It was formerly used by Hawaiians for raising
fish, but was abandoned in the early 1960s. The surround-
ing vegetation is primarily the grasses Paspalum vagina-
tum, and Pennisetum clandestium and a forest of Hibiscus
tiliaceus and Prosopis pallida. At the north end of the
pond, where the teal were always seen, is a bed of Scirpus
paludosus, Cyperus laevigatus, and Batis maritima; these
plants probably provided food and cover, judging from
the species’ habits in North America (Palmer 1976).

On 13 June 1982, we discovered at Aimakapa Pond a
pair of Blue-winged Teal with seven young, two-thirds
grown. The pond was revisited on 18 June and the family
was photographed (photo on file; Hawaii Audubon Society
Rare Bird Photo Documentary File, Honolulu). The birds
were not seen on 10 August, when the pond was next
visited. Blue-winged Teal nested again at Aimakapa in
1983, 11 young being noted in early June (AT, pers. ob-
serv.).

These are the first documented records of a migratory
species breeding in the Hawaiian Archipelago (Berger 1981).
As the world’s most isolated island chain, the Hawaiian
Islands receive relatively few natural immigrants. Their
avifauna could have evolved from as few as fifteen suc-
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cessful colonizations (Olsoh and James 1982). Prior to
these records, of waterfowl only the endemic species have
been found breeding in the islands: Hawaiian Duck (4nas
wyvilliana), Laysan Duck (4. laysanensis), and Hawaiian
Goose (Nesochen sandvicensis). The Hawaiian Duck and
the goose have breeding populations on the island of Ha-
waii, but not near Aimakapa Pond.

Of the 2,000 migrant waterfowl which presently reach
the islands annually, the majority winter on Maui (53.6%),
with the other main islands being used: Oahu (16.4%),
Kauai (15.9%), Hawaii (11.4%), and Molokai (2.7%) (data
from 1968 to 1978, HDFW). Banding studies in the 1950s
proved that Northern Pintails (4nas acuta) and Northern
Shovelers (4. clypeata) reaching the Hawaiian Islands were
not vagrants, but were in fact returning in subsequent years
(Mederios 1958). Of the ducks that winter on the island
of Hawaii, Northern Pintail have been the most abundant
(% = 166 birds annually; 1970 to 1980, HDFW), with
Northern Shoveler (£ = 63), Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis)
(x = 15), and American Wigeon (4nas americana) (X =
5) also being observed consistently on the island. Blue-
winged Teal have been seen regularly on Hawaii Island
only since 1978.

It therefore appears that the total number of individuals
reaching an island cannot always be used to predict the
success of colonization. Judging from the species of ducks
wintering in Hawaii, pintails and shovelers would appear
to be more likely candidates than Blue-winged Teal to be
found breeding in the islands. Species-specific habitat re-
quirements and present habitat conditions are probably
more important factors in determining the outcome of
potential colonizations. It remains to be seen whether Blue-
winged Teal will continue to breed in the Hawaiian Is-
lands.

We thank R. A. Ryder, F. Samson, C. Kepler, and S.
Conant for comments on this manuscript.
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