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. For further information Pplease contact ~~~~~ fa
Ray Nelson, Administrative Ass1stant

- .’to.Senator: Pell,: at CApito] 4-3121, - _
Extension 4643, or at home, 656- 6118. O

R, HNE . ‘V-ednesday
FOR P M RELEASE N arch 10 1965

BILL O ARTS Al

Senator Claiborne Fell (D-R.1,) NS ‘
in the Senate a b111 proposed by the Adminietration of President J ohnson to
.establish a National Foundatxon on the Arts and Humanities as an independent

agency- Theb&llm e&- ETCR P LI 2 ST re,

In expressing his full support for 'the scope and concept of these: pro-
posals Senator Pell Chairman of the Senate Special Subcornmitteée on Arts
b jand Humamties, said it gave ‘him particﬁlar ‘pleasure''to-call atténtion to: the
B ;fact that for the ﬁrst time in our history a President of the United States: has

given his Administration's support to such a comprehensxve ‘heasure: wlnch
combines the two areas most significant to our Nation's cultural advancement
and the full growth of a truly Great Society, "

Senator Pell went on to say that he believed that the legislation now
pending in the Congress to stimulate and encourage development in the arts
and humanities ''can well be placed among the most meaningful and enlightened
considerations we have before us, "

The Rhode Island Senator pointed out that the Administration bill further
refined nrovisions in his own bill for one over-all coordinated foundation con-
cerned with the two broad cultural areas; for an appropriate separation between |
them; for equal funding between the two areas; and for authorization enabling
each to receive and utilize private funding, _

The Administration bill calls for the establishment of two Endowments-
a National Endowment for the Arts, and a National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, Each would have virtual autonomy in its programming, Each would bﬁ |
advised by a National Council (in the case of the arts by the National Council
on the Arts already established), Each Endowment would be headed by a

Chairman, appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate,
(OVER)



-De
who would be responsible for the Endowment's adminisration,
There would also be a Federal Council on the Arts and Humanities to
coordinate the work of the two endowments with existing federal programs,

The Administration bill carries a basic appropriation of $10 million,

similar to Senator Pell‘s bill--with in addition, a $5 million maximum sup-

plementary: appropriation for each endowment, -providing matching sums are

obtained, Qualified State agencies could benefit under this formula, together

- with:local; -regional and private agencies and organizations‘

~:Senator Pell called the bill "carefully and thoughtfully“designed and

~'said that it reﬂected the belief that the arts and humanities are central not

only to our national welfare today, but to the goals we seek for the years

~ahead, " : 10 .

- Furthermore, he said that he felt the concepts conta_i_ne_d_in the Ad-j

‘ministration:proposals were in accord with opinions expressed at recent hear-

-ings on:related legislation by “numbere of distinguished representatives of the

arts and-humanities, and by business leaders and members of the scientific

community. “
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