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‘MATIONARL WASHINGTON
ENDOWMENT D.C. 20506
FOR
THE ARTS 4 Fecerssgency agvscsoy e

August 5, 1989

Senator Claiborne Pell, Chairman

Education, Arts and Humanitieg Subcommittee
SD-648 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C, 20510

Dear Senator Ppell:
I am forwarding to you for your review and consideration a

resolution unanimously passed by the National Counctil on the
Arts in open segsion at thelr meeting today.

Sincerely,

(,.

Hughl Southern

Acting Chairman,

National Council on the Arts
National Endowment for the Arts

\

Enclosure: as stated
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RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS IN OPEN SESSION
IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, D.C., THIS 5TH DAY OF AUGUST, 1989:

WHEREAS 1In 1965, the United States Congress c¢reated the
National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities:

WHEREAS the Congress set forth a declaration of purpose for
the Foundation which stated:

(1) that the encouragement and support of naltional progress
and scholarship in the humanitises and the arts, while
primarily a matter for private and local initiative, is also
an approgriate matter of concern to the Federal Government;

(2) that a high civilization must not limit its efforts to
sclence and technology alone but must give £full value and
support to the other great branches of scholarly and
cultural activity in order to achieve a better understanding
of the past, & better analysis of the present, and a better
view of the futurs;

{(3) that democracy demands wisdoem and vision in its
citizens and that it must therefore foster and support a
form of education, and access to the arts and the
humanities, designed to make peopla of all backgrounds and
wherever located masters of thelr bLechnology and not its
unthinking servant;

(4) that it is necessary and appropriate for the Federal
Governmeny to complement, assiszt, and add to programs for
the advancement of the humanities and the arts by local,
State, reqgional, and private agencies and their
arganizations;

{5) that the practice of art and the study of the humanitles
requires constant dedication and devotion and that, while no
government can call & great artistc or scholar into
existence, it is necessary and appropriate for the Federal
Governmant ¢ help create and sustain not only a ¢limate
encouraging freedom of thought, imagination, and inguiry,
but also the materisal conditions facilitating the release of
this creative talent;

(6) that mussums are vital to the prese¢vation of our
cultural heritage and should be supportaed in their role as
curator of our naticnzgl consclousness:

{7) Lnat the world leadership which has come to the United
States cannot rest solely upon supericor power, wealth, and
technology, but moast be so0lidly founded upon worldwide
respect and admivabtion for the Nation's high quaslities as a
leader in the realim of ideas and of the splrit;
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{8) that Americans should receive in school, background and
preparation in the arts and humanities to enable them to
recognize and appreciate the aesthetic dimensions of our
lives, the diversity of excellence that comprises our
cultural heritage, and artistic and scholarly expression; and

(9) that, in order to implement these findings, it is
desirable o establish a National PFPoundation on the Arts and
the Humanities, and

WHEREAS during the 29 years since its founding the National
Frdowmant for the Arts has followed ¢losely the proacedural
guidelines established by the Condress to enable Lhe
dispensation of federal funds in acoordance with the policy
objectives set by the Congress: and

WHEREAS the Congress racognized the difficulty and
complexity of dispensing federal funds to arts grsnts recipients
in a manner that would recognize in an impartial fashion high
guality arctistic creativity; and

WHEREASL 1n furtherance of that ohischive a system of peer
panel review was created utilizing the talents of carefully
selected private citizen experts in various fields of the arts

and culture; »and

WHEREAS pursuant Lo such review the Chegtrman of the
Endowment and the 26 -nmembar Rarlonal Council on the Arts
appointed by the Pregident with the advice and consent of the
Senate endeavored Lo provide turther soreening and evaluation of
the recommandations of the pesr panels; and

WHEREAS the Congr

recruitmant by the
highest quaiity; and

2sg mads availadle funds for the
3 - of 8 profesgional stalf of the
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WHERFEAS the Lotal machanisn thaus established has been
responsihle for appr\rzzd(:ly 35, 04 rant iiech have supported
an extraordinary variety of ecxcellence in the arts enjoyed by

millions of Americans thioughout the npation; and
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WHEREAS the Endowmant s decision to support worthy programs
of arts organizations has bheen endorsed by their publics and by
matching financial support frem gtate and local governments and
private sources; and

WHEREAS from its incoction the Congress of the United States
gought to protect the fre sy of srtisktic eXpression as an
esgential condicion {or : artist anﬂ found that *in proportion
as freedom is diminished 50 is the prozpect of artistic

achievement™; and
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WHEREAS on occasion the National Endowment has made grants
which were deemed in certain gquarters to be controversial and
which evoked expressions of public concern; and

WHEREAS the United States Senate in response to certain
recent questiong has requested a careful review of Endowment
procedures and hasz propnsed the appropriation of $100,000 for
the purpose of obtazining oblective outslde consultation with
respect Lo the process by which grant wards are made; and
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RESOLVED that the National Council on the Arts also
recognizes the necessity of carrying out the letter and spirit
of Congressional legislative intent and furthering a spirit of
close cooperation with the Congress; and

RESOLVED that the Natisral Council on the Arts nonetheless
respectfully convess o £9e Tongiese iy deep concern with any
contemplao: ¥ 2etepany o L b o toacn o ectives of artistic
quality oo 2 wit. s i 5w v s e s sont iy et forth in
the plote. e
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