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TO: 

FRO:v1: 

SENATOR¥ 
ISA BE LIB 

ME MOR/:.. h'DU !>i 

I have had a call from Trinity Square Pepertory Co. 

re. the coming visit of' 1vlorison/Fliehr Associates to 

complete a survey they are doing. They sha 11 be in 

Providence the week of December 4 e1nd December 11, and 

would like to interview you at your conveneince during 

that time. I already indicated that to the best of my 

knowledge you would pro"ba b ly not be in tovm during tha i: 

period. If they can not see you here, they would like 

to knov.r about seeing you in Washington. 

I am attaching a copy of their questionnaire which 

I have pencilled in as I think you might answ~r, and an 

additional sheet with comments. 



DRAFT !\NSvv'ERS TO (:2UESTIONNAIRE ON REPERTORY THE!-\TER 

THE PAST 

1. Artistic success. From the little I have seen, I would 

say I have been quite impressd with the artistic quality of 

performances. 

2. Value. Has brought good balance of traditional and 

contemporary theater to the community. 

5. Value of Project Discovery.. As the "Father" of Arts and 

Humanities Foundation which originated pro0ram, you doubtless 

have your own ideas on the excellence of the idea.In addition 

to citing ex~osure of young people to live theater, you might 

mention coordinate efforts in teachina of drama at schools. 

6. Quite satisfi0d as to concent. 

8 c. Do not see hov.r such a 1JYQ~d progra'n ,~an contim1e without 

governmental assistance of some sort. 

14. A. School of Design Auditorium is adequate if scheduling can 

be coordinated. 

B. Trinity Square Playhouse is obviously not adequate for 

substantially larger audiences. I can not envision the possibility 

of raising enough money to build a new theater, but would like 

to see one included in new Sports Arena, Civic Center. Do not 

think people are atracted hecause of physical theater, and I 

think it would be extremely difficult to undertake a successful 

$2,000,000 capital Funds rlrive. 



IF YOUR OPINION does not fall into the alternatives suggested on the 
questionnaire, please feel free to write in your ovm opinion. 

THE PAST 

1. 

2. 

From what you have observed, check at right 
_how artistically successful you think 
Trinity Square has beeri as a theatre. 

Please explain your answer. 

How valuable do you think Trinity Square 
has been to the Rhode Island community area?. 

Please explain your answer. 

'IHI: FlTTlffiE 

~ .Very successful 
Fairly successful 
Not successful 
Not sure 

Very valuable 
Modest value 
Not valuable 
Not sure 

Setting aside money problems for the Fioment, we would like you to look five 
to ten years ahead and rate programs in which 'l'rini ty Square Repertory 
Company might engar-e. 

3. A -- Check how desirable you think it 
would be for Trinity Square to tou:r 
major New England Ci ties with a 
repertory of plays during several 
months of the season. 

Very desirable 
Possibly desirable 
Not desirable 

(Please continue in the same way for these ideas:) 

B -- Operating a major professional school 
for actors in conjunction with the 
theatre c o:·::pany. 

C -- Touring other Rhode Island comr:uni ties 
with a repertory of plays during part 
of each season. 

D Continuing a program of performances 
for all Rhode Island high school 
students. 

Very desirable 
..!::::::::_ Possibly desirable 

Not desirable 

_!,L" Very desirable 
Possibly desirable 

~ Not desirable 

~ Very desirable 
Possibly desirable 

~ Not·desirable 

; ; . 

); 
i I 

I: 
Ii : . 

.- .... ..:.. 

.( J 

!i ·'.:; 
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E -- Opera tine; a children 1 s theatre with 
profef;sional productions produced 
for younr, audiences. 

F 

G 

H --

Producing a season of six or seven 
conteMporary plays for general, 
adult audiences only. 

Operating an exchan;:c prograr:", with 
several other resident professional 
theatres in the 1jSA v1hereby T.rinity 
Square r'icht spend four months of 
each year j n ~··nwaukee, Cincilinati 
and Seattle, for instance, while -those 
CoMpar.ies played a ie1."r weeks in 
PJ1ode Island 

( 

0peratinp: two separate thou tro::;: one 
for a repurtor~. of established, 
clc..ssicaJ_ and cnntc:np0rar;· plays, 
the othP.r frir ezper·i,,:ontal productir,n 
of new pla:rs. 

I -- PP:rf0r'T"li.:·1 ::: revcic.l 1·nthi:; o:'.' each 
~,"·>'r in i'e··· York "!';~:rinc br,th 
new plays und nen productions 
of e:::tabUsbed pla~s. 

J -- Opcr::: ti.:1i~ c.: tiwa tre school fer 
children 

VVery desirable 
~ Possibly desirable 

Not desirable 

Very desirable 
Possibly desirable 
Not desirable 

Very desirabl'e 
Possibly desirable 
Not desirable 

Vsr<J dosfrc..ble 
V Possibly desirable 

i~ot desirable 

Very desirable 
17 Possibly desirable 

Not do;.;iral.J1e 

.L Very dGsirnhle 
Possibly CP:::.!'.':.l.JJ.e 
J.!ot desirable 

---·-----· ·- -·---- ---------
4. Havin~: rated the above: ideas individ11ally, 

pror.:rarns ynu 1•rcuJ.cl c or;sider rnos t j !~P0rtan t 

1~. 
-) 

: '. c. 
D. 
ij'I 
JJ. 

F. 
G. 
t{. 

I. 
J. 

i'~cr; i;;ncland Tr,: r 
i~d·1l t act'.ll'S school 
Hhodc Island tr1ir 
Contir:uing high school j)erfor~ances 
Ghi1dren 's theatre 
C<·n tmnporL.ry :Jl.a~y c Lr ClC d ts 
iJSii. cxch<~:-1 ::e ;-:>ro1::~rcw. 
rrwr::ti!1,, tr;o separate the::.:.tres 
New Yor1' perforr~·ances 
The<.. tre school fnr cllHdron 

p1ease 
-So the 

FWST 
cn~·yrcE 

A 

0./ R 
c 

1· .,J21 D 
E 

F 

G --
H 

I 

J 

check v~hich THH.E~~ 
fnture of 'l'rfr.i t~- Square. 

Si~GrND r? fif~D 
CtfnICE CtI0TGE 

A A 

B ~B 
(£2._c c 

a>n D 

E 
,.., 
~ 

F F 

G G - --
H H 

I I 
,J J 



~--,_ 

J 
~----· 

- J -

PROJECT JISCOVERY 

Trinity Square is now in its second season of Project Discovery~ in which every 
high school student in Rhode Island secs three plays each year through e;rants 
from the National Foundation for the .Arts and the U.S. Office of Education • 

. ·5. Disregarding the econorJics of the progran and the source of funds, and 
considering only the educational aspects of it, from what you know of 
the program and the comfilents you have heard, do you think the concept 
of Project D~srrJ is (check one): ··· 

Excellent _jL_ Good Valuable with changes Not valuable 

Please.give reasons for your opinion. 

. 6. ·' Hov: do you think Project Discovery 'night be changed to make it more 
valuable, either for the students or for the the~tre, if at all? 

)'~< ~ r~v.A,L - . I g_T c.·-_;.:,--l:;A .. .J-;t,-._ .:..._..:.--

-~~~ /i ~ 
ffeJ--Jv /) . 1 )~ 

·17 d~ ~ (/ '1 "'-""...J-ra.~. 
~ l---v- /) --~ ,J'l/r- • 

0-.. £--~-Q 

7. A -- The federal subsidy for Project Discovery will probably be reduced 
or elimim:ted in o. ycc:Jr or less. ~owever, suppose it were possible 
for federal [TEints to crntinue indefinitely for Project Discover;>·. 
Do yru think•s7h a subsidy would be desirable or not desirable? 

Desirable V Not desirable Not sure 

Ple~se explain. 



.,..,. i-<-.. -
:_,;_,.;J .. 

f.;..,A .;, ";Jj k,:..,w, ,., 

L--.::::~ . ..J ·: -·-·--. 
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8. 

B -- Check. at ri~ht how y·ou feel about 
Federal support of the nrts in 
general. 

C -- How do you feel about state 
r,ov~:rnmen t support of the 
a~ts? 

A Suppose t.1-ie only way to continue 
Pro,ject Discovr?ry vrould be through 
the appropriation of Rhode Island 
State funds. 'Which of the th.ree 
alternatives listed at the right 
do you think would be most desirable? 

-·~ / Strpngly aprrove 
-- 1'1ildly approve 

Mildly disapprove 
Strongly disapprove 

Strongly approve 
11ildly approve -
Hildly disapprove 
Strongly disapprove 

... 
Appropriate State funds 
to continue program at 
the state level. 
Reduce program substantially 
and finance it with 
State funds. 
Abandon Project Discovery 

B -- Do y:::·u belirve that there is a practical possibilit~r that the 
State legislature ,.,-,i;~ht a:mropriate sor:e funds for Pro,iect Discovery 
in the next fev1 ~·c.:irs? / 

Yes No ~ Don't know 

C -- '.\'hat do you think niie;ht be other possible sources of funds beside 
state support for the continuance of Project Discovery if federal 
funds vrere v:i thdravm or substz.ntially reduced? 

9. 

7 

If Tri'i ty Square Y:ere tri operate nn 
box office inc one alone Yd. th cut federal 
or state support, wrwt do you think 
w0ulri be the •·ost likely prospect? 

10. If it wer"' necessary to raise money to 
cover an anr.ual deficit, what do you 
feel is the maxiMll"'I aMnunt that could 
he raised each ye::..r in Rhode Island 
for I'ri nit;.· &;. uare? 

Profit 
Brcc.k even 
Lose moneyft 
Ear::l<ruptcy 

i/ ~ About 0no, 000 a year c11.. -v- :11>25,000 
- $50,000 
-- $75,000 

~noo,ooo 
~n2s,ooo 
~200,000 or more 

! ~ 

" 

: ' 

·\' 
'' 
i: 

: )' 

; .1: 

.. ,-· ~ ':." ! : t· 
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11. A -- In the past few ~rears, have you·bcen actively associated with any 
other cultural or artistic institutions in Rhode Island? 

Yes No 

B -- Please check which of the following· oreanizations you have worked 
with in the past five years: 

Rhode Island Fine Arts Council 
Rhode Island Philharmonic 
The Rhode Island School of Design ,;,useU!!l 
'Ihe Rhode Island Arts Festival 
lhe Rhode Island Civic Chorale and Orchestra 
The Providence Art Club 
'lhe American Festival Ballet 

,.. 

'lhe State Ballet of Rhode .I.~la~d .• /f.J;- ~ ~~ 
Others (please list) JJ.di' Cc~.,-,z.. 

C -- Have you read 11 'fue Performing Arts: 'Ihe Economic Dilemma 11 , 

a 'IWentieth Century Fund report by Baumol and Bowen? 

Yes No ~~ /~ J:-: 

120 Is there anything abt:ut Rhode Island or its popula tfon which would lead 
you to think that Trinity Square could NOT double .or triple its 
audience cf last season in the next few years? I 

13. In ynur opim.on, what are the major problems to be faced in developinr;. 
a bigger audience for the '::.'rini ty Square Company? 

/. -d . / • ;c:-.:._.~ '>-·71 

Iii.. 

Lee}-··.' 

·r-........ 
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14. A -- For two seasons, Trinity Square.has used th'e Rhode Island School 
of Design auditorium, the Trinity Square Playhouse; and other 
dispersed space. If Project Discnvery is continued, how adequate 
do you think these facilities would be? 

'/). • _j;- /, I - -yj_~ ~. . . . 
)X//J!;.A/:........--~ . ' . . . 

{ ~~· 
B -- How adequate do you think the above facilities would be in tenns 

of. developing substantially larger adult audiences? ,. 

()·~ ~(~~ 
. J 

c How necessary do you think :i:t is to build a brand new theatre 
for 'I'rir.i ty Square? 

D -- If a new, modern theatre W€re constructed, how much do you think 
it would contrihute toward helpinc Trinity Square attract new 
and larger audiences? r -~ 

A ~c-
E·-- If an adequate tl1catre for Rhode Island 

cost $2,ooo,ooo, how diff'icul t do you 
believe it would be to raise-t..'-rnt amount 
of mone~· in Hhode Island over the next 
three ~0 ears, for building purposes? 

Please explain yr.µr answer. 
! 

Fairly easy to raise 
Ven difficult to do------i 
Couid be done with work<e\.. 
Can't be done · 

l~e wculd very !"Uch aripri;ci.:c te your complctint this questionnaire and returning 
it in the enclosed self-addressed st<J.,··ped envelope prior to November 20, 1967. 
It will help us eno:rm0usly in planning and carrying out nur study for Trinity 
Square :·~epertor:;r Corr.paey. 'I'har:k you. 

IF YOF 1·_;TSH: 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

r_- ·-•, ·--;,',•' ' ·<·, • : ~· 

: : .. , 

::;·. 


	National Foundation on the Arts and Humanities (1965-1967): Memorandum 01
	Recommended Citation

	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 120
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 121
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 122
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 123
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 124
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 125
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 126
	Pell_NEH2_folder53_copy 127

