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BULLETIN 
OF THE 

RHoDE IsLAND LIBRARY AssociATION 

VOL. 11 OCTOBER 1938 NO.1 

PROGRAM 
FALL MEETING OF THE RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Tuesday, October 25, 1938 
HARRIS INSTITUTE LIBRARY, WOONSOCKET, R , I. 

Morning Session 
9:45 GREETINGS 

Hon. Joseph Pratt, Mayor of Woonsocket 
BUSINESS 

Reports of Committees 
10:30 The Breakdown of Collective s~curit'V 

Mr. Campbell B. Beard 
11:30 ROUND TABLE CONFERENCES 

A. Which New Book? 
Miss Ruth C . Coombs, Readers' Advisor, 

Providenc;e Public Library 
B. Unusual Library Services 

1. Books for Shut-Ins 
Mrs. Muriel C. Wyman 

2. Library Training for Children 
Miss Ida Mav Anderson 

3. Referen··e and Circulation Service 
Mrs. Sara E. Sherman 

4. Correlation of Museum Objects, Books and 
Pictures 

Miss Sally E. Coy 
C. Work for the Small Library 

1. W h at the Warchemoket Library Association 
Has Done 

Miss Harriet M. Briggs 
.., Small Regional Organizations 

Mrs. W. E. Compston 
3. Work with Young People 

Mrs. Helen S. Jerrett 
12:30 LUNCHEON 

Afternoon Session 
2:00 The German Mind 

Dr HeJda Korsh 
3:00 Tlte Wind of tlte Vikings 

l\ liss Maribelle Cormack 
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HARRIS INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

Harris Institute Library owes its 
existence to the public s,.pirit and gen
erous munificence of Eawa,rd Harris, 
who did so much to advance the pros
perity and well-being of Woon5vcket. 
About 1850, the Carrington Library 
Association, of which Edward Hal'l'is 
was the first president, came into ex
istence. 

Several years after this <association 
had been formed, Mr. Harris with
drew from it to protect and execu e 
p!ans for an institution of greater 
pr.oportions and more extensive scop3. 
As a preliminary of this object, he 
erected in 1856-7 the Harris Insti tu e 
building, in which to provide <a place 
for his enterprises as well as to ~e
cure an income for their ma intenance. 

In 186-3 he ~ecured t he pao:sage of 
an act by the general a semb .y in
corp(;rating the "Hanh Jnst ivute" 
and later presented the trustees with 
a deed .of the foregoing property, to 
be held for the purposes expres8€d in 
the act. This property was valued at 
$70,000 and it was stipulated that the 
revenues arising therefrom shou1d se
cu e privileges which, under moderate 
restrictions, might be freely enjoyed 
by all the citizens of Wo'Onsocket and 
\ icinity. In 186-5 Mr. Huris added 
to his previous gift a g ift of $2500. 
This money, together with the rentals 
from the building, was w:ed in pur
chasing about 4000 volumes for the 

library, in rooms prepared for it in 
the second story of the Institute. This 
was formally opened to the public in 
October, 1868, and was the first free 
library in the state. 

Later this building, including the li
bvary, became the property of the 
CiLy of Woonsocket. 

GRACE H. HALL, Librarian. 

WOONSOCKET MEETING 

!Luncheon will be served in the ball
room of the Blackstone Hotel. The 
cost of the luncheon will be seventy
five cents. 

An exhibit and demonstration of 
methods of book repairing will be 
given from 2 to 3 o'clock, showing 
work done by the W. P. A. t;nder the 
auspices of the State Library. 

OUR SPEAKERS 

Mr. Campbell B. Beard is .a member 
of the Brown University faculty in 
the Department of Political Science. 

Miss Maribelle Cormack is assis
tant to the Director of the Museum, 
Roger Williams Park. She is also 
author of two popular books for chil
dren, "The Wind of the Vikings" .and 
"The Runner of t he Trail." With 
William P. Alexander she collab
orated on two other juveniles, 
"Jacques the Goatherd" and "Horns 
of Gt1r." 

Dr. Hedda Korsch, now head of tl::e 
German Department of Wheaton C'll
Jege, N<Jrton, Mass., has taught in 
prC'g~esdve sc'hools in Germany and 
Sweden. Before the war she was 
actively interested in the German 
Y.outh Movement, especially where it 
concerned the advancement of wo
men's education. She, herself, re
ceived one of the first doctoretes 
granted to a woman. 

REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Mr. Clarence E. f3.berman, Librari
an of the P,.ovidence Public Library, 
has .been elected delegate from Rhode 
Island to attend the meeting in No
vember wh:ch will arnnge for ti-te 
11ext reg-ional conference of Librari
ans of New England. 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS 1938-39 

President, Norman L. Kilpatrick, Brown University Library 
First Vice-President, Ruth C. Coombs, Providence Public Library 

Second Vice-President, Francis P. Allen, R. I. State College Library 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Muriel C. Wyman, William H. Hall Free Library 

Corresponding Secretary, Esther Levine, Providence Public Library 
Treasurer, Gertrude E. Brown, Providence Public Library 

The Officers and 

COMMITTEES 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Sallie E. Coy, Westerly Public Library 
Grace H. Hall, Harris Institute Library, Woonsocket 
Mrs. Helen Jerrett, Old Warwick League Library 

STATE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
(EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH THE STATE 
also 

FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Sallie E. Coy, Westerly Public Library, Chairman 
William Davis Miller, Trustee, Providence Public Library 
Clarence E. Sherman, Providence Public Library 

COMMITTEE ON CERTIFICATION 
Clarence E. Sherman, Providence PUJblic Library, Chairman 
Francis P. Allen, Rhode Island State College Library 
Mrs. L. M. Shaw, Oaklawn Public Library 

BULLETIN COMMITTEE 
Edith R. Blanchard, Brown University Library, Chat1·man 
Mildred Bradbury, Providence Public Library 
Barbara Hubbard, Providence Athenaeum 

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 
Janet Merrill, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret Reid Alsop, Elmwood Public Library 
Ida M. Anderson, William H. Hall Free Library, Edgewood 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
Aimee F. Draper, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Harriett M. Briggs, Watchemoket Free Public Library, East Providence 
Gertrude E. Brown, Providence Public Library 
West De Rocco, Westerly Public Library 
Eleanor F. Whittemore, Providence Public Library 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Eleanor F. Whittemore, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Alice P. Albro, Narragansett Library, Peacedale 
Edith M. L. Carlborg, Brown University Library 
Alice I. Franklin, Barrington Public Library 
Betty Lewis Richardson, Jessie Smith Memorial Library, Harrisville 
Eleanor L. Robinson, Harris Institute Library, Woonsocket 
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HARRIS INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

Harris Institute Library owes its 
existence to the public s.,pirit and gen
erous munificence of Eawa,rd Harris, 
who did so m uch to advance the pros
perity and well-being of Woonsocket. 
About 1850, the Carrington Library 
Association, of which Edward Ranis 
was the first president, came into ex
istence. 

Several years after this .association 
had been formed, Mr. Harris with
drew from it to protect and execu e 
p\ans for an institution of greater 
pr.oportions and more extensive scop3. 
As a preliminary of this object, he 
erected in 1856-7 the Harris Institu e 
building, in which to provide •a. place 
for his enterprises as weU as to ~ .. e
cure an income for their maintenance. 

In 186·3 he Fecured t he pa<:sa~e of 
an act by the general a semb y in
corpe:rating the "Hatrh Inst i;.ute" 
and later presented the trustees with 
a deed .of the foregoing property, to 
be held for the purposes expresood in 
the act. This property wa:s valued l!lt 
$70,000 and it was stipulated that the 
revenues arising therefrom shou' d se
cu e privileges which, under moderate 
restrictions, might be freely enjoyed 
by all the citizens of Woonsocket and 
'knity. In 186·5 Mr. H 1rris added 
to his previous gift a g ift of $2500. 
This money, together with the rentals 
from the building, was u oed in pu r
chasing about 4000 volumes for the 

library, in rooms prepared for it in 
the second story of the Institute. This 
was formally opened to the public in 
October, 1868, and was the first free 
library in the state. 

L.ater this building, including the li
bvary, became the property of the 
Cily of Woonsocket. 

GRACE H. HALL, Librarian. 

WOONSOCKET MEETING 

~lUncheon will be served in the ball
room of the Blackstone Hotel. The 
cost of the luncheon will be seventy
five cents. 

An exhibit and demonstration of 
methods of book repairing will be 
given from 2 to 3 o'clock, showing 
work done by the W. P. A. lAnder the 
auspices of the State Library. 

OUR SPEAKERS 

Mr. Campbell B. Beard is a member 
of the Brown University faculty in 
the Department of Political Science. 

Miss Maribelle Cormack is assis
tant to the Director of the Museum, 
Roger Williams Park. She is also 
author of two popular books for chil
dren, "The Wind of the Vikings" .and 
"The Runner of the Trail." With 
William P. Alexander she collab
orated on two other juveniles, 
"Jacques the Goatherd" and "Horns 
of Gur." 

Dr. Hedda Korsch, now head of tl:e 
German Department of Wheaton C'll
lege, Norton, Mass., h as taught in 
prcg"essive sc"hools in Germany and 
Sweden. Before the war she was 
ac~ively interested in the German 
Y.outh Movement, especially where it 
concerned the advancement of wo
men's education. She, herself, re
ceived one of the first doctoretes 
granted to a woman. 

REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Mr. Clarence E. 13herman, Librari
an of the Providence Public Library, 
has been elected delegate from Rhode 
Island to attend the meeting in No
vember wh:ch will arnnge for tl)e 
next regional conference of Librari
ans of New England. 

RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS 1938-39 

President, Norman L. Kilpatrick, Brown University Library 
First Vice-President, Ruth C. Coombs, Providence Public Library 

Second Vice-President, Francis P. Allen, R. I. State College Library 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Muriel C. Wyman, William H. Hall Free Library 

Corresponding Secretary, Esther Levine, Providence Public Library 
Treasurer, Gertrude E. Brown, Providence Public Library 

The Officers and 

COMMITTEES 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Sallie E. Coy, Westerly Public Library 
Grace H. Hall, Harris Institute Library, Woonsocket 
Mrs. Helen Jerrett, Old Warwick League Library 

STATE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
(EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH THE STATE 
also 

FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Sallie E. Coy, Westerly Public Library, Chairman 
William Davis Miller, Trustee, Providence Public Library 
Clarence E. Sherman, Providence Public Library 

COMMITTEE ON CERTIFICATION 
Clarence E. Sherman, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Francis P. Allen, Rhode Island State College Library 
Mrs. L. M. Shaw, Oaklawn Public Library 

BULLETIN COMMITTEE 
Edith R. Blanchard, Brown University Library, Chat1·man 
Mildred Bradbury, Providence Public Library 
Barbara Hubbard, Providence Athenaeum 

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 
Janet Merrill, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret Reid Alsop, Elmwood Public Library 
Ida M. Anderson, William H. Hall Free Library, Edgewood 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
Aimee F. Draper, Providence Public Lib1·ary, Chairman 
Harriett M. Briggs, Watchemoket Free Public Library, East Providence 
Gertrude E. Brown, Providence Public Library 
West De Rocco, Westerly Public Library 
Eleanor F. Whittemore, Providence Public Library 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Eleanor F. Whittemore, Providence Public Library, Chairman 
Alice P. Albro, Narragansett Library, Peacedale 
Edith M. L. Carlborg, Brown University Library 
Alice I. Franklin, Barrington Public Library 
Betty Lewis Richardson, Jessie Smith Memorial Library, Harrisville 
Eleanor L. Robinson, Harris Institute Library, Woonsocket 



ADDRESS BY GRACE SHERWOOD 
State Librarian, at the 
Spring library meeting 

The other evening I drank a cup of 
coffee, strong and large, floating 
heavy cream on top, an old Welsh 
custom, sipping first the velvety 
texture of the elixir of mooley-cow 
and then the tincture of the coff'ee 
bean savoring through - as dark 
strength _of tree trunk comes through 
the thin film of Spring loveliness. 

Towards the small hours of early 
morning, having ticked the sheep on 
t .. e mental adding machine and ad
dressed my maternal and paternal 
grandparents from their airy perch 
en the respective bed posts, I gave up 
t e unequal contest, snapped on the 
reading light and found this in "A 
Prair.e Grove": 

"Of the prairie province they say 
that the seas made it. Its bones are 
of coral, of diatoms, and protean 
microscopic animals. A little later, 
in the course of millenia that canw)t 
l::e reckoned, the fishes made it. 
And then, when the bed of the sea 
was uplifted and it became dry lav1 d, 
ruin fell on it, and the trop'cal club 
mosses o·r ew in the marshes tall as 
trees. When the Carboniferous wind 
blew in their 'awkward branches, the 
gol:len f'pore> were viled like snow
drifts in tl:e peat. So were the caal 
measures laid down, and some times a 
fern leaf, broken by an amphibian 
foot, fell in the ooze to leave its im
pl"int fossil there * * * 

"The seas came back, and the conti
nent uneasily shouldered them oft' 
again. Each time the great waters 
came and went they laid down thB 
deep layers of death, out of which 
life was born. It took all of that
all that growth and dying and time 
measured off by the millions of years 
of planetary revolution around the 
sun-to make the Indian ·corn grow 
so tall and taste so like an August 
day." 

Savoring Peattie's rhythm in prose, 
his cadences as tall and graceful as 
the grasses filling the prairie spaces 
under the sky-I cannot wait to share 
my discovery with someone who has 
not known the joy of Peattie, the 
naturalist, singing of the convocation 

of amphibians, of green frogs pluck
ing their 'cello· strings to the aquae
ous and lonely rim of March. 

If you believe heart and soul in 
your Library; if you have something 
precious there, share it with your 
constituency. You cannot confine 
your attention just to the technical 
handling of material, its proper plac
ing on the shelves, its automatic 
charging out and check off in return, 
just the routine posting of book re
views and n·ublishers' blurbs. There 
must be within you more than j ust 
the collector of rare docume'1ts. You 
have to be a eort of super-salesman, 
selling your Li6rary to your communi
ty wit.1 that never ending urge to 
share with generosity the nug:,;-ets of 
gold in the stacks. It may denen l 
uron the degree of missionary spirit 
which we have inherited fr0m that 
rugged past when our forefathers 
thougH nothing of crossing turbulent 
oceans to spread the gospel into dark 
continents, bat I do feel that every 
iib:arian must put themselves out, 
indeed it is '1. responsibility to at
t , mpt: to enlarge the circle of 
friends 'and believers. When so 
n:.uc i1 beauty is caught in the par
agraphs of a book like Peattie's 
'"A.manac for M.oderns," and always 
in the Spring also, in the "Wind In 
the Willows," or in "Fiddler's 
Green," where the little sisters of the 
ground swell sing to keep the tides 
in step-or where map .or brochure 
or rare document, pricelessly rich in 
literary content or bibliographical re
Eearch, are known to you because it 
is your job to know them, then I 
c1aim that it is a privilege and a duty 
to bring these matters to the atten
tion of the constituency. 

There is a great joy in accomplish
ment, in watching something develop 
to greater usefulness with more se
cure foundation, but that joy may 
well be shared by many. It is a h1rd 
task to make your library grow and 
the more friends you have who sh:u:-e 
your purpose the more numerous the 
ripples on the lake of Community 
Indifference. I think people are won
derful in the way they respond to 
a little co,axing and s.omethir.g 
straight from t:1e shoulder, but ypu 
will have to nourish the missionary 
spirit within your~elves first before 



you can sow the seed of enlighten
ment. Find out what your community 
would really like through these new 
friends. Encourage them to tell you 
the truth and not just please you for 
the sake of social amenity ~and then 
try to expand your collections along 
the lines based upon a true study of 
your Community needs. 

Friends of your Library will also 
mean friends in search of ways and 
means to bring gifts for the purchase 
of more book'>. We cannot be insular; 
nor can we afford to be afraid to make 
e:tud sptak to Hto3.e fr·~P.nds . Tt is no1: 
for ourselves that we are seeking new 
avenues of. expansion. It is for the 
good of the whole and on that un
selfish premise we have a right to try 
to gTow in endeavor and output. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Brown University Library 

Mr. David A. Jon1•h, formerly Cir
culation Chief, has been made Libra
rian of the new Science Division 
Library in the new Metcalf Research 
Laboratory. This divisional library 
includes seven department libl'alries
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics and 
Biolo,gy, Botany, Geology and Psy
chology. 

Miss Edna M. Worthington, for
merly Circulation Assistant, has been 
appointed Librar ian of Pembroke 
College Libvary. 

Miss Dmothea Lyman, Mt. Holyoke 
1935 and Radcliffe 1937, has been ap
pointed as Librarian of Marston Ha J 
!Jibrary, which comprises the Ro
m;~nce and Germanic department 
libraries. 

:r.1:r. '-''i1~it:i:: H. J c; .... ..;c~ T~:r""' ··n·e-r~ :t:,~ c: 
Kentucky 193'3, Coiumbia U nil•ecs :ty 
School of Libra1·y Se1·vice 1988. has 
been appointed as Circulation Chief, 
and Miss Charlotte L. Morse, Pgm
broke 19'36, Miss Josephine M. Russo, 
Pembroke 1938, and Mr. Roger B. 
Fra.ncis, Brown 1938, have been ap
pointed as Circulation Assist'lnts. 

Mi~s Lois M. Allen, Pembroke 1938, 
has been appointed as Order Assis
tant. 

New appointments of Catalogers 
are: Miss Sar.ah H. Beck, University 
of Pennsylvania 1926, Drexel Insti
tute 1935; Miss Margaret E. Drewett, 
Pembroke 1930; Miss Estelle A. Fi
rlell, New York University 1934, Co-

lumbia University School of Library 
Service 193-8; Miss Marian L. Kessel
ring, Wheaton CoUege 1931, Columbia 
University School of Libvar.v SerVJC<' 
1938; Miss Hope Reeder, Ut:?.h State 
Agricultural College 1931, Columbia 
University School of Library Service 
1938. 

Miss Catherine W. Grout has re
turned from her leave of absence. 
spent studying at Columbia Univers~ 
ity, and is now Chiaf of the Catalog
ing Department, succeeding Miss 
Phoebe Parker, who has retired. 

Mr. Norman L. Kilpatrick, formerly 
AR':i"'t;.nt t 0· th!ol l.ihr::trkJ ;~, iR now 
Assisbnt in Charge .of the Prepara
tions Division, which includes the 
Order Dep3rtment, the Periodical and 
Binrli'1g Division, and the Catalog 
Department. 

ELMWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mis" Dorothy Wight, librarian of 
the Gi:hert Stuart Juni.or High School 
since its opening, 19!31, resigned her 
position last June to become the bride 
of Mr. Harry A. Tuell of 175 Ontario 
Street, Providence. 

Mi'ss Ruth M. White of Oakdale, 
Pa., succeeded Miss Wight as librari
an of the Gilbert Stuart Junior High 
School and commenced work there in 
September. Miss White is a recent 
vraduate of Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio, and the School of 
L' brary Science of Western Reserve 
Univer ity in Cleveland, Ohio, Class 
of 1938. 

Miss Elizabeth D. Packer of Win
"hester, Mass., a gvaduate of Tufts 
College, 1937, and of Simmons Col
lP.f!P i=!chool of I .ihrwry 81'iP.N'E:', 1!l:l8. 
was r ecently appointed as s~·1iOi' As
"'' l.t..r.~ t. ::. ~l.e dtaiT or tiH~ Elmwood 
Public Library. 

NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Mr. Herbert 0. Brigham has ac
cepted the Librarianship of the New
port Historical Society Library. 

AN EXTENSION COURSE 
on the Organization and Management 
of School Libraries is being given 
this year by the Rhode Island College 
of Education. The instructors are 
Clarence E. Sherman, Librarian, and 
Mary R. Luc:ols, Supervisor of Young 
Prop'e's Read\ng, ProT\dence Public 
Library. 
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