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For Release Upon Delivery
Statement by
Steriing M. McMurrin
United States Commissioner of Education
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Before the Special Subcommittee on the Arts
of the ,
Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare
Wednesday, August 29, 1962
10:00 a.m., EDST
Mr..Chairman and Members of the Committee:

I appreciate this opportunity to appear before the Special Subcommittee
on the Arts to present the views of our Department on proposed Federal legis-
lation to encourage the arts.

At the outset, I shbuld like to make clear that we urge enactment of
a billialong thé lines of S. T41, which would establish a Federal Advisory
Coﬁncil‘on the Arts. A similar bill, H.R. 4172, has been favorably reported
byﬂthe House Committee on Education and Labor. » |
President Kennedy, in his Message of February 6, 1962,‘relative to an
educational program, recommended enactment of legislation to establish a Fed-

eral Advisory Council on the Arts in order that "thorough and sympathetic con-

sideration" might be given to appropriaﬁe Federal contributions to the advance-
ment of the arts. The President, in making this request, said:

"Our Nation has a rich and diverse cultural heritage. We are

justly proud of the vitality, the creativity, and the variety

of the contemporary contributions our citizens can offer to

the world of the arts. If we are to be among,ﬁhe leaders of

the world in every sense of the word, this sector of our na-

tional life cannot be neglected or treated with indifference.
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Yet, almost alone among the governments of the WOrId, our

‘Government has displayed little interest in fostering cul-

tural development." |

In 1955, President Eisenhower recommended similar legislation and said,
in his State of the Union Message of that year:

"In the advancement of the various activities which will make

our civilization endure and flourish, the Federal Government

should do more to give official recognition to the importance

of the arts and other cultural activities."

The several hills before your Committee are concerned with providing a

. means by which the Federal Government would display its interest in fostering

cultural development. This interest is fundamental, involving both the precep-
tion of American life and culture in other countries of the world and the cul-
tural opportunities of>our own citizens. The national intereét in artistic

and cultural development has been discussed fully in the last few years in the

course of Congressional committee hearings on proposed legislation. It has

‘been pointed out that such factors as the longer life-span and the greater

leisure time enjoyed by our citizens increase their needs and opportunities
for personal enjoyment. of the arts. The obvious impact of American culture
aﬁroad also has been emphasized. The need for assessment and coordination
of the large variety of Federal activities that affect the arts has been
stressed repeatedly. Rather than cover these important and valid points
égain, I prefer to dwell on the importance of the arts to education.

In ﬁy Judgment, we tend to think of‘edﬁcation much too narrowly. Upocn

reflection it is apparent that education neither begins nor ends with formal

classroom instruction. It is a lifetime process. For the sake of convenience

" and order, formal instruction is neatly divided into subject-matter compart-

ments, yet education itself cannot be subdivided so conveniently because
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it involves the relating knowledge in every field of learning and experience.
The truly educated man may be less than complete in his understanding of a
major face_t of human experience, but he cannot bbe wholly ignorant of i1t.
Therefore, to néglect the arts or to neglect thé scienc¢s in our process of
learning,is to defeat the basic purpose of edﬁcationfq ‘:

In the same sense, we tend ‘o fhink of créati&é ability in terms that
are faf too narrow. A successful attempt to orbit our earth with a manned
satellite is more than a magnificent technical achieVementi Becaﬁse the tech-
nology itself is the result of many achievementé of the creative imagination.
| Creativity, as we are beginning to realize through féséaréh findings, whether
in the_arts, science, or other fields of endeavor, is the menifestation of the
same fu;iiamental ability ~- the ebility to relate previously unrelated things.

When considered in terms of the fully educated person and the full en-
richment of a culture,’thé;arts and the sciences are seen to be inseparable.
The course of intellegtual history shows quite clearly‘that great civilizations
have produced both great art and great science; in général these have flourished
or declined together. Our real concern, Surely;vis to establish conditions that
are favorable to the maximum cultivation of the creative talents and energy of
our people. The basic role of the arts in nurturing this creative ability is
,everywhere evident. This is one more compelling but often neglected argument for
the deerai'Goverhmeht's acting.to encoﬁrage the arts in appropriate ways.
‘ Needless. to éé&; £he;arts are éf vaiue gﬁ aﬁ&-éééiéﬁy.fqr thelr own sake.
Surely, the life of any society ultimately must be judged in part by its artis-
tic ability, its'értistic creations, and the qualityiof its aesthetic apprecia-
tién. 'Mbreover, és'£he Congress recognizes, the eventual strength and survival
value of any culture is intimately related to the character of its arts, as it

is related to its”science and technology. It is not likely that any national
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“culture will su?vive that does not produce great art, great music, and great
‘literature. A free art is one of the surest guarantees of a free society.

You will be interested in knowing that recently we established in the
.Office of Educafion a Cultural Affairs Branch Within the Bureau of Educational
Reseafch and Development. -This new Branch will give focus and direction to our
large concern for education in the arts. During ﬁhe past year the Office of
'Educatidn has given serious consideration to the status of the arts in educa--
tion and we are now developing the groundwork for a program that should result
:rin anfincreased emphasis on the arts iﬁwédﬁé££ibﬁj?“‘

’The establishment of a Federal Advisory Council,‘as>pr0posed by S. T41,
‘'would be of very great assistance to the Office of'Education and to every other
iﬁteresééd‘Federal sgency. The Council would pro?ide a desirable means of zs-
seésing existing Federal activities in the arts, of studying the needs of the
afts in deteail, and of éivihg,expert consideration to proposals'for defining a
préper:Federal fole in the arts. A number of proposals for additional Federal
progrems, for instance, are found in the other bills now before your subcom-
mittee, each of which would be an appropriate matter for study by the Council.
o Therefore, we view the establishment of the Federal Advisory Council as
a desirable beginning in the development of Federal action to encourage the
arts. Two successive national administrations have endorsed this measure and
it'has enjoyed strong bipartisan support in the Congress. We are extremely

hopeful that such legislation wlll be enacted this year.

# # #
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