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THE LIQUCE TRAFFIC OHCE MORE.
| There ie & great dlversity of opiniecn as to the best methods to be
usad in desling with the evils, which every intelligent percon knows,
) arise from the treffic in liquors. Only as there is agreement and
: united action can any real succesc be expected.

A traffic which turns from useful chennels of trade one billton
two hundred milllon dollars of the people's money annual_ly_, egqual to
Tive times what we spend for cotton goods, 5ix times what we spend fer
boots end choes, and ig more than t=_t3_r times what we spend for publio

edueation and missions, I hold is great cnough te worthy of sober gon-—

sideration by every American altizen.

fb-ﬁayﬁf the liquor power is acknowledged tc be the most potent
faotor in Americen polities; it fs s serious affalr when two hundred |
and forty thousand rum-suilers, dictate legislation for over sixty mil-
1ion peopils.

This %rade accodlng to the estimate of as conservative a man as

’ Chauncey Depow takes the lives of eighty thousand of our people yeardy. '
That is, demands Tor raw material egighty thousand boys and girle, to
} b2 worked up to the finighed product of comson drunkards,

For thess reasons, I ask you to congidsr with me)this traffic, not

with 2 view to regulation or restriotion, but for complete annihllistion
by the most direct methed.

Flrat,&let us consider the many and verled lneffectual mathods
-
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. by whioh the psople have sought Lo dimindsh the evels resulting from
i this traffio, wltlmult. destroyling tha {raflflo lteelf.
The moet loportant of thése 18 liscenss, License slways implles
the lepalizasticn of & portion of the liguor treffie. It sims also fo
repr=#a @ perilon of that trafiic. Tius it gontains both a sanction

and a condemnationct
of the selaon,

In the deya of Amerlca'e conflict with slavery the governcant

traated sleve-holding as a erime nortih of the Wason and Dixon ligs,

. All the power of goverument wan brought to bear against 1t thers.
one hair's breadth south of thet lime slavery shanged lte gharacter

snd wae to Le permuitted. ALl the posar of povernment was to be axgreiﬂr{

to d=rend it there. "Hodar a lieesnss oystem the governuent treste th e
1igquor trafTia just as it did elgvery. 7The license fee 1s the Masgn
and Dixan 1ins, without a llosnse povelnmest oondzmns dhe traffie,
With & 1fcouss govarnment defands 1=, These princlplee are self contre
l di_-:ltnr}- o Mitaliy

Lingola cnce said, "lo natlon can contlnus half slave and hall
Tros,* 1 wisli o &flirm to-day that no state or nation can comtimue
helf Arunk snd haell sober.

Some pecorls gonsider the revenus from licenss a.¥edﬂem1ng feat-
ure, wiila In rezlity the expsnee whioh the trafiie E}inga upon the

b

eomaunity far excssds the raovenuss derived from it but this faot is

k
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overlooked by thoe ordinary voler, aud worse csilli the greater part of
the money comes from the working man and means misery and want fer his
family,
Ligense, nigh or low, is thus not only vioious in princliple, hut
we shali find that it is powerless as a remedy. In Rhode Island for
exzmple,. license in notorlousiy a fallure. Agoording to official sta

tistics, the gmount of drunknscs and gonscguent crime, is dally inoreas

ing.
A olgnificant fact, is, thoat liquor lesgues and fraternitlan'nre
universelly in favor of license, and sspeciglly nigh license. Thelir

busines:s tixrives best under ile legel protection and sanation of the
atate.' This fast alone condsmas the policy.

The moet contradictory phess of the policy of lieense 1s that of
looal onptieon. This term oimply means that the question of granting
lioenses is to be declded in & localldy by a vote of the people. One
of the mpet gonspicuous defects lies 1in the faot that looel option like
license mekca revermes locel, but expenses general. Thus a town
votes on the Bale, lavies its license, oollsats ite poilce fines, while
its heavy criminal dockat, pauperiam, almshouses, and fearful rEHIduuq;Ff
that always follows the traffic,welghs 2lke an incubus on the Btate an1§
counties at lérge. Whosver cerefully studies the subject camnot fail =
to perceive ths inconsistency and immorality of a policy by which one |

year ,tie citizens of a community condemn the saloon as a ourse 1o humaﬂﬁ;

|
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ity and outiaw it, and the next year for a money consideration stand
by and sanction,legalize by license, protect and patronize it.

An EEEEEEFEPEI method that 18 attracting some attention of late
is state control. It is evident from the cbject lesson in South Carc:
lina that such & law is no? only unreasonable but 1liegal, From the
declision of the U. B. suprems court we learn that a state hae no right
to conduct & traffic for profit that is forbidden an Tndividual citizen,
And asgain, & stete has no right to bergain away the public health, and
morels of 1ts ¢ltlzens.

While such & law meets With even more opposition than prohib- - |

ition its Witimate aim is only to conduct the bueiness in a Detter waf;

and I undertake to say that if the saloon wers open With preyer in tne )
morning, and closed with hensdietion at night, 1t wouid still be &
curse to humenity, and & menage to good soclety.

In view of the fact that a question i8 nsver settled until 1t ee
gettled right, let us now concider the end and alm of all temperanoce
egislation, which.ls prohlbition.

I % ls of Tirss lmportance ic note that prohibitlion deals with
the treffic in ligquors, not with the actlve drinking. 1 make this
distinction beceuse the act of drinking a glave of liguor may effeot no
one but the men who drinks it, while the offering for sale is = publioc

act, and subject to public control. Thus 4the idea that prohibition is

an invesion of one's personal libertles which we so often hear, 18
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vholly falsge. Prohiblition in no wise says what & man shall sat or ded

drink; it cimoly aims to protect sociesty from the pernicious influence

of trade which is a social institution; in no way do its advoocates inde
terfere with the private 1liberties of an individual until these private
liverties create public miisgnoes:. Ail thet pronibition means is
that the publlc fagllities Tor the gratificetion of this appetite

miet oceese, ite aim is not to coerge morality but rather to protzet

T T

aaaiaty}xif
Yow with a definite 1des of whaet prohiblition 1s, let us naxt see
what it does; for sxampls what Lt did in Rhode Island in 1886, TWnhile
during the last 8ix months under iicense drunksnness 1n$zg§ncd at the
rate of eighteen per cent, during the first{ 5ix monthe undsr prohidbitioc
drunkannsss decreased more that forty-two per cent. There were only
one half the commitments to the work-house. The tin kettle trads an-
tirely disappsarsd from the streets in the cities, and famllys that had
never seen a penny the father had earned now recelved the full wages,.
Such were the immediate benefits even when the law was fﬁ?§§'anr
faoroed. But Rhode Island was doomed toc he the victim of the combined
liquor lesagues of New Englend, which devoted thlriy—one thousand dollarg
to bribing certain officials of both parties then in power, and to hir-
ing local papers to fight prohibition. S0 in 1889 the law was regea

pealed. Thie act was an acknowledgement of the supremacy of the lig-

uer Fn'ﬂr. and lt was an =videnoes thet is was a‘ble to dei'? & law »
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whigh threas f£ifthe of the gitizens had placed cn the statute books.

in H&in;} after trying ptonibition for twenty years, the ques-
tion wae sulmitted te the people, and they voted three to one in favor
of embodying it in ths constitution. To-day there is not & brunerrnr
distillery in the state of Maine, while under llo=nse there were seven
distilieriec in the city of Portland alone,

Probably the states of Xansas and Nabraska offer the best op-
portunity tc compare the #ffeot of probition and lloense. During
eleven years trial, from 1880 to 1881, in Kansas, undser prohibition the
number of barrels of besry sold hos decreased from thirty two thousand
to two thousand flve hundred, while in Nebraska, under high licehse,
the sale of beer has inoreased from forty thousand to one hundred and
forty-six thpusand. Of the total velue of splirituous liquors scld in
both states in eleven years, whicl: is elghteern miliion four hundred
thousand dollars, Nebraska has scld ssventeen million seven hundred
thousand, and Xensas seven hundred thousand. ﬁﬁwwfélﬂ-

Soms pecple say & man aan get drunk undsr prohibition if he
wishes to, true;, ahyone knows that, but what we object to is, that unde
der lisense theusands get drurk who don't wish t0. — . melimer

Although we have been Tighting the treffic in ilquors for the
last forty years with mpral sussion, gospel temperancs, and leotures on

alechol, this traffic, 1ike a gigantic tree of evil has dally :tran;hr

ened under thlie pruning treatment. We have trimmed its bdanches with
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a pen-knife, instead of st®iking the rootis with an axe. We have trea-
ted the ecabby fruit with bi-chicride of gold instead of destroying the
tree that bore such fruit.

At lpst=progressive femperances men have coms to rezlize that
a8 the liquor business le intrenched in 135, it is only by mﬂln#ing it
thet 1t can bes destroyed. This cutlnﬁing 18 palled prohibition.
These temperange men to the mumber of two hundred and seventy ‘thousand
oltizens have banded togeiher for the avowed purpose of destroying the
saloons, and are called the Pronlbition party. Just =8 surely as the
Republican party was caelled into being to sxterminete slavery, so the
Prohibition partm was celled into being to exterminate the saloon; and
not until it{s mission is fulfilled, will it cease to exert & powerful
influence not onlu sgaine the saloons, but every form of briberxy and
prolitioal corruption.

A strong movement in favor of prohibltion has started in the
oolliegas throughcut the land, Prohibitlion blube are belng formed,
and intercollegiate oratorical contesta ars belng held between such
institutions as Brown and Yale. This means that the best inteklectual
talent of tie coming generation is enlisted sgains this demoralizing
and dsgrading traffiec.

If anyone ihinke thet the czuse of prohibition is not advanelng,

let him note that Canadsa, after sending a comulgslon through our statex
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t0 &xanins svery phase of temperunce (eglglotion, has within the last
#ix montihs voted for prohlbiticn by an encrmous majority.

L Shall we let England be first to destiroy the saloons,as she was
first %o prohibit slavery?

l' Will yuu any lcnger for a money considsration.foster a traffic
vhicl 1e tie sworn enemy of all rightecusness, which propagates every
#in flesh is helr to? Io:flf the word homs 1s dear to you, iIif the

praysr of ithe suffering wife and child ocan move you, if in truth there

of
. slumbers within you one spark of the fire patriatlﬂm you muet stand
M -‘-"""\-5_
firm on this lesue of prnhihitlon, amd vote for End-nnd ang natlve
ln;‘.\"ﬂ . a7 |
= : 'JkﬁdliﬂiQZ .
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