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Mr, Chairman and Vembers of the Commities:?
I am heve at the invitation of Senator ¥avits of my home shaie
aof New Yowl %o represent the Hetional Reercalion Association, the only

+

nation-wide, nun partisan, non=sectarian and noe=profit civie crgenization

serving the entire field of rezreaticn,
The dsseniation was founded in 1906 and is dedicated to the serviecs
#f all the rsereation agencies and leeders ¢f the country ts the ead that

svery perssa in America, yveung and old, shall have an epportunlty te find

the best and mest satisfyving use of kis expanding leisure tinme.

In pursving its purpuse, bthe fssoeiabion gives aid and coeunsel to

eitizens and clbizen grounps thvoughout the naticn who are sesking 4o

a B N .
)

provide betler recreation opporiunities - including the performing an

visual arts « fur themselves and their children. It serves the volunieer

yd ]

and prefessional leaders of the eountrys and it serves recreabion agencies =
wublie and private, local, statz and navlonal,

The Asscelation is suppsebed by voluntary contributions

3,

througn gifts of individuals, through commalty chest and united funds, and

through covporate and foundation grants.

3

The Assowiation’s hesrd of directors is made up of distinguished

lzy and professional lesdery from all parts of ocur nation. Another group

P I

oi distinguished citis

'y .

ens serves on our Nabional Advisovy Commission. Soms

has

w
o

o

400 oubtstanding recreaticn lesders serve on our vavious nabional and district

advisory commitices. These men and wonmen are in touch with local, regional
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and nablonal developmenis. Many, in thelr home communitic:s or av tha

state lavel, sre serving on policy and plamning bosrds concerned with the
performing and visual arbvse
The Aszsociabion ig co-sponser of arn amnoal Natvional Reereabicn

ongress each fail and it holds eiphd district recreation vonferences every
spring which together are attendod by some 5,000 recrsation bouard mewbsys,

QUBLRLLIVOS professional. Discussions

of the naed ing and visual arts as

4

Soms 2,000 federal, sbate and lecal recreavion agenaies, both

3

publi¢ and privaie, are service sffiliaves of the Association and more

than b, 500 reerestion leaders arve associated with 4t for service. Thess

agencies and lesders in turn, serve millicns of Arericans through
the recreablon areas and buildings they admindsier,

e fssociation has a steff of appraximately 100 and its 1962
budget is $943,000. Besides handling sowe 25,000 requests at headquarbers

for help from all pavis of rains recreation leaders

T

conducts surveys and makes situdies fov federal, state and Local agencies -

wny related vo various aspechts of the performing and visual arts. ITis
i is in constant touch with recreabion agencies and leaders

sovnbyye  Sduce 1907 it has published a gerdes of

£ - LY s o wpn oy mt ovn g R o 2 R Lo e pdnn ppebe e s
fiedd including performing and visusel ards pragrams. It conducts an extensive

researeh program and publishes s large number of publicatiocons on all aspeets

£

srfomuing and visual arese

sion is one of eleven netional ergenizae

helr recrsavional and educational

3
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tlons concerned with performing arbs &
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Lo be in congbant oo oreblems and

ievels incluvding
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e performing

e 1989 I have besn a member of

the Advisory e Hational Cultural Center which was
; - % - B eada Pl > v b 8]
asbablished by an Aet of fongress of September 2, 1958,
FE ) 3

ith this as a background, I would like %o say that I fully

£ the three bills ney under consideration, i.8.,

S-74) inbreduced by Senator Humphrey to provide for the establishment of
3 8765 introduced by Ssnator Clark
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20 establich a program of grants o S

in tos ards, and 5o

Fall in announcing

obkein tesbimony

andg shabes in varieus parts

very pleased to note thah in the

Serator Javits bill (8 1290) it is

ve mromobed by providing naticonal

RN ) 3
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sthatus of She theatre and other performing arts o o o aa

W

& o o & o for the promedion of edocation, nabtlonal sulbure,
TRCres in the arbs., and beneficial wiillisation of lelsure vime




<0 irtevessed to noto in Senatopr

aney length

4. hat as work days shorhen and 1life

=0 even mors importent role in the lives of our cltizens¥.

s epeaific references So the imporient role which the artgs
will play im the Lives of ocur eitizens and the need to promobs ithe perform-

ing and visual arts es e fovm of recreativn and az a'valued means” fer the
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Although vhers is no speg mention yioiming and

tion in Semator Clark®s bill (8 78%), I know ¢f his

-

oig standing interest in public reeveation, both during his years of servioe
as Mayor of Philadelphia and now as U. 8. Semetor fvom Pemnsyiecniz, A a

L)

Ciark willi be honoring us this fall by addressing vur

voss which 1s meebing in Fhidadelphila, September

&

Lo the growing

o]

@ you a

importance of ledsure time dn Amerigan society today and the growing

y

mportencs of the performing and vwisual for the benelicial

o
é

wi thab sxpanding lelsurs

Today the aves more lelsure bime Than working
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Ame during the course of hig Child laber angd ertsnsive home B

ars things of the past for ouyr ohil

grgn and our vo

many more vears ihan they forvmerly did. The gvers

Br ofessional man iu

frem his employment or his career

“,

and, with all Living Jongey thag ever bef Irdustrial

worklng hours and by the year are being from ten

o more hours & dey. six days a week, 52 weeks a wear of the past e an 3, 7,

e oeven Sshour day, 2 five or four-day week and a hd to 50 wesk vear.



Ho natien has
He are only now beginning
» delinquency, of

only now begimning to reali

fulfilime

ne

v and Ul

word, physically, mentally, emoticnally, sooially and spi

future of fmerican depends

develor

k) 2
wNan

mantal illnesses

e what it mes
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ment of

upon ko

magbered the test of wass leisure.
it means in the negavive term of
3 and emovicnal upsets and we are

ns in th

(e

ag nation, £it in every sease of the

[t

The

rituallye

uss our expanding leisuve tims

and thai time cannot be wisely used, in my opinion, uvnless parbilcipation in
the performing and visval arts, as both specitatov and performer, iz open %o
all our pesoples

Tne public vesveation movement in Amsrica rapresents a consclous,
esulivral ideal of the Awmerican people, Just as the gveab system of public
education represents such an idsal. It take rank with our sysbvenms of
weblic education ag a necessary addliion bo the culiuvral egvipment of the
navione Lbs supreme gbjectiva the premovion of the naticn's general
welfare through the creation of cpporiumities for a nore abundant and happier
life for everyong.

Recrsavlon is no loager just a sandboy, & wading poosl or a

vast a reas

» expensive facilities, complex

evganizations, trained leadership and large budgets. Ibs pregrams ineclude
gpocks and athletics, indoor and ouvdecy agtivities, and all the visuval
and perforning arits, The child, the yowbth, the young edult, the middie
years and the yoars of vetiremend ave all belng served by the public resreas
hion movenent,
fis hes been ssid, the leisure time of the American people is
sxbanding and will cenbvimue to expand for an indefinite future. This is true
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employed outside their he

vion is growing rapidly, the urbanization
a constanbly higher level of living and a

for working men and

ot

wenen, for women who are not

adults. At the

[}

of the eountiry contimues, and we have

riging level of education,

positive terims of individual

same Utime cur popula-
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cen only e described as a soniolvgieal breakithrough as jmperhant in the
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heard abouh in recenl years were in their respecbtiv

This sociological breakithrough is of anormons impertance o

»eiolegical breskthrough of 10,000

hunan socieby, comparable oily to

Ly

years or so age when man vwas Ifrveed {rom fighting for his bare existenze in

domestication of cattle and the

a hunting and gathering economy,
sowing and reaping of grain.
That scololegical breakihrough gave some lelsure time te
some men and civilizabion began. Today, our ssciological breakthrough
.

is giving & greait deal of lelsure 4time te nost men, and the probawiliily, not

dust the pessibility. of a Vgolden age" is heree

e
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The field of leiswre time cultural activities, a part of the

larger Iield of vecrsadicn, is the one that is new growing the fastest.

Teday, all oonr sohodls and collsges sre giviag cuy caildren and 1)
gy, adk U SCDROOLE SO CRLILERS &) 2 gﬁ...Vl.ﬁtb cuy Qﬂl&u Q11 arn j‘{).lmﬂ
eduszaticon in cultural aotivitiss as achbive parblcipants or apprecistive

» Y

of high scheol bands and choruses, «of
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spectatory, A11 the Lormer nembe

3.

college dramaties and art courses - and there ave millions of them with many

wove millions yeb o come « are nov heginning to demand sppoviunities to

eontinue Vo participate in cuch astivities alter they have lefi their schools

&

and colleges. The cgevelopurent of public recreavion progrems in these fields

k!

and the construction of eiby centers Tor the visval and performing arts ave
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under way as never beiorge
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Hove and more people ars now lturading o wmusle, o ard; 4o ana

dance and peebry in an off ome oublet that
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they can enjoy, sowme means of expressiug vhemsslves, They ave feeling the

need to use their own hands, bodies and minds in a revolt against complets
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Community Improvement asked the guestlon "What are the areas of greatest need

for improvement?” Replies from almost 1,500 people of 100 Icowan sommurd bl

.

5 and recreation® as the most imporbtand

gave first place to Youlltural ard
arvea that needed lmprovementi.
Cae of the leading sscondary sehools of the conabtry, Phillips

m

Andover Academy. is building an $85

0 eveative ard cenler for it

H

soudents. This dis quite a change {vom my dev ab Fxeler vhea only foobball
gbadia and gymnasiums were being built, The idea that a boy wight prefer

patnding to football, music 4o basketball, never ewiered anybody's head

T he haga righd to choose

on of the tremsndous change

taken only from the

gulliegs and

v and Harvard?

v At Canter and the Jewett Art

ITn 1959 some 28,500,000 Awericans played some type of musicsl

instroment {that's one in

L TS T - . P B w4
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 made up of communliy neighbors. . One~third of all these
were in commanities under 50,000 pooulation, and 10% were in commnitices

of under 10

&

S000.  In 1951 &

30,000,000 persons, twice as many as in

o

1941, paid sdmissions o concer amera and balleb. In 1958 there were

wwer 200 professional symphiony crchestras and over 250,000,000 musiz records
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adios and 17,000,000 television

. -y ey - T R T, S -
hear end see many svap operas and westeris = but they

2ra .
also see and hear the Meirc;nlitaf@A“caanA Berngheln, Robert Frost, and

vhe leading singers, conduciurs, dancers and actors. They uwateh

’,

Hamiet and Oreek tragedies - they see plays by Sarcyan., Odels, Tennessee

Williams and Moxwell Andersone The worldd of the psriorming and visual

the touch of a dial.

wing end visval arts should be concerned

rams in ohe perfy

with two groups = spectators and parbiclpants - yet these twas are really

anly one. They are Jike high and lew tides, they ebb and flow inbo each
asther. The besh par those who have nad thelr interest stimulated,

)

tooking and listerdng. On the other hand,

in the art and

et » P T S, e 7 - P VU SN <3 " ey
she best spectators ave those who have had some tr

This speciator-paciicipant relabion-

burel aris. Only a great awdience c¢an

Fublic reereation depariments in various sections »f the comiry

riging Lo such challenges. I cite a city with e new children’s theabre

-l

f3)
=
o

with seating for over 500: a city that offers a fres ucekly concerd of

varicus vyses of nusic throughout the fall, winter and spring: a county thai

T

& ciby that

bas develeped a youth symphony ovchesiva conceris:

el

3 oy e SIS J R A, Tmoey v e Ee ey - 4o
i art exhibity, has & stidng orchesiy

orchestra and & community playhouser a city with a moder

sith a creative arts program
iancling and painting; a city

on. & elipate is thus being

ereated in eur cities in which individuality cen flourish and find creavive
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in the culitural

a form of community

a

vecreation has groun remarkably in the past decade and has made the e pere
forming arls an essential part of community recreation planping, organlus-
tion and programs A 1980 survey of the 2,000 recreation sgencics whic o
he Hational Reereation Asscciaiion serves revealed that community recrea=

vion programs of

ranging from informal singing Lo sywghony orchestrds; 39 drama tykes covering

the field from drama stunbts to festivals;

35 dance types from ballroom te

ballet; 15 opera end & postry TyrsSe

The Assoeiation’s 1956 yearbook reporied the following
recreation scvivities in the field of the performing arts:

Masic < 307 cities sponsored choral groups; 2%k, instrumental
TONES: 32; obera groups; 123, ovchesitral groupse

Brama « 2b5 cliies sponsored childvenis theatres; 258, festivals;
183, little theatres; 2hl, vagsants; 350 presented plays other than litile
theatre or children's theatre; 298, puppet and marvionetbe groupse

Dance - 2h0 ¢cities reporied sponsoring ballet or modern dance
gnd 535, folk or square dances

Set out in Hnibit 4 eblached hereto ave the nusher of governmenia
vaits {cities, counties, touns, willages, and school and park districts)
veporting recreavion programs in the visval and performing avts in the
Agsciation's 196) RBecreation and Park Yearbooke

It might also be mentioned heve thab in 1959 in connectien
with its work within the Natlonal CGuliural Center, the Nabional Recreaiion
Asseclaticon was in conbach with more than §0 recreation, communivy, civic and
other similar non-profit gfvwnw and organizations om the local, state and
ngticnal levels in the ”}elﬁ of the verforming aris.



All the cities and orgenizabtions just menbioned, and many more,
are very wuch conserned with legislation with reference to the perfox rming
and visual arts which you are wonsidering, and I know they and the millions
of Amsricans they serve support the three bills now before your Commithes.

Speaking of the Hational Cultural Cenueyr, may I cxpress the
hope that the proposed Federal Advisory Council on the &zts (8 741), the
program of grants to States for the development of programs and projects
in the fris (8 785), and the United States Avis Fousdation (S 1250) will
work very closely with the Mational Cultural Center so far as the performing
arts are concerneds

I do not have any specific amendments to recommend at this
time with reference o 3enate bills 7Ll or 785 bub, since the Deelaration

&3t

-~
7
LV

Policy of Senate Bill 1250 veférs Lo the importance of the performing and
visual eris with reference Lo recreabion and the beneficizl use of leisure
vime, I would Iike %o suggest the following amendments to the Bill to make
sure thaw that declaration is properly implemented so far as recreation and
the beneficial use of leisure time arve concerned,

1o Ingert the words “and recreational® in iine 16 of

page & telwecen the words Yeducationall and Ygroups's

-‘a)

2o Insert the word “recreabional® in lime L of page 3,

Jjust after the word Yeducabtionally

o

53

Insert the word Yreereational! im idne 23 of page b,

iter the word Yeducationalls

he Insert the words Vand recreaticnal’ in line 13 of page 5
between the words Yeducstional? and "groups";

5. Insert the words “meeting standards prescribed by the

Foundation" in line 13 of page 5 afier the word Ygroups“y



6, Insert the words "or regreavional’ in line 9

of page 10 between the words "educational" and “group',
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The Performing and Visuwal Arts as Hecrsation.

det oul beluw are the number of isccal governmenbal units
(eities, counties, towns, villsges, and school aand perk districts) reporting
rezreation programs in the visual and performing aris in vhe 1961 Reereation

and Parlk Yearbook of the Mational Nesreation Association. .

Agtivity Humber of Units Reporting

Ayt Shows 1,141
Clay HModeling 1,224

Ceraidss 1,059

Drawing 998

Logthercralt 1,293
HMetalerals ’ 8ok
Feedlenraft 829
Painting 1,067
Other Graphic Artis 261
Papar Craft 1,332

Fhotography 310

Plastics &89
Seulpbore : 228
HWeaving 1,053,
Wootworlk oho

Performing Aris

Baliet 370
Band Conceris 1,337

Chersl Activities 51k
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Exhibit &

Performing Arts (continued) Units Reporiing
Community celebrations 1,263
Community Thealre . Llk
Creative Dramatics 439
Festivals gho
Folk Daucing 86l
Informal Instrumental Groups 3ké
Modern Creative Dancing 128
Mosion Fictures 1,024
Masic Shows ’ 47l
Orchestral Concerts 373
Pageants 332
FPuppets end Marioneties 388
Reddo and T ¥ Shows 3o
Rhyth?hg 503
Social Dancing 1,747
Sguare Dancing . e 1,539

Storytelling . | 1,0kh
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