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our own—have shown

that this l,xoolgm can be attacked and vir-
tually \\fiz‘,cd out. Unfortinately, our State

school  systemis—overburdened  1n recent
years by the increasing demands of growing

popﬂl. tions and the increasine nandwaps of

“a

nsufficient revenues—have been unable to
glve adequate attention to this problem. I
recommend the authorization of a five-year
program of grants to institutions of higher
learning and to the States, to be coordinated
in the development of programs which will
offer every adult who is willing and able the
opportunity to become literate.

4. Education of Migrant VWorkers

The neglected educational nc&ds of An er-
ica’s one mullion migrant agricultural work-
ers and their fmmhcs constitute one of the
gravest reproaches to our Nation. The in-
terstate and seasonal movement of migrants
imposes seve

- burdens on those schom dis-

tricts waich have the 'ebfdonsm'hty for Dro-
viding education to those who live there
temporarily. I recommend authorization of
a five year Federal-State program to aid
States and school districts in improving the
cducational cpportuzites of migrant work-
ers and their children.

5. Educational Telcvision

The use of television for educational pur-
poses—particularly for adult education—
offers great potentialitics. The Federal
Government has sought to further this
through the reservation of 270 .television
or education by the Federal Com-
municaticns Commission and through the

Et

channels

provision of research and advisory services
by the Office of Education. Unfortunately,
the rate of construction of new broadcasting
facilities has been discouraqmrr Only 8o

educational TV channels have been assigned
iﬁ the last deeade. It is apparent that fur-
ther Federal stimulus and leadership are es-
al of
this medium is to be realized. Last year an
educational television bill passed the Senate,
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sential if the vast educational poten
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and a similar proposal was favorably re-
ported to the House. I urge the Congress
to take prompt and final action to provide
matching financial grants to the states to aid
in the construction of state or other non-
profit educational television stations.

6. Aid to Handicapped Children

Another long-standing national concern
has been the provision of specially trained
teachers to meet the educational needs .of
children afflicted with physical and mental
disabilities. The existing program provid-
ing Federal assistance to higher education
institutions and to State education agencies
for training teachers and supervisory person-
ne!l for mentally retarded children was sup-
plemented last year to provide temporarily
for training teachers of the'deaf. T recom-
mend broadening the basic program to in-
clude assistance for the special training
needed to help all our children afflicted with
the entire range of physical and mental
handicaps.

‘/7. Federal Aid to the Aits

Our Nation has a rich and diverse cultural
heritage. We are justly proud of the vitality,
the creativity and the variety of the contem-
porary contributions our citizens can offer to
the world of the arts. If we are to be among
the leaders of the world in every sense of the
word this sector of our national life cannot
be neglected or treated with indifference.
Yet, almost alone among the governments of
the world, our government has displayed
lictle interest in fostering cultural develop-
ment. Just as the Federal Government has
not, should not, and will not undertake to
control the subject matter taught in local
schools, so its efforts should be confined to
broad encouragement of the arts. While
this area is too new for hasty action, the
proper contributions that should and can be
ic to the advancement of the arts by the
;‘qdcml Government—many of them out-
lined by the Secrctary of Labor in his de-
cision settling the Metropolitan Opera labor
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John . Kennedy, 1962

ispute—deserve thorourir and 5)1...’)&;1@&
consideration. A bill {FL.R. 4172) already
reported out to the House would miake this
possibie and I urge approval of such a meas-
ure establishing a Federal Advisory Council
on the Arts to undertake these studics.

IV. CONCLUSION

The problems to which these prouosdm
are addressed  would require solution
whether or not we were conifronted with a
massive threat to freedom. The existence of

that threat lends urgency to their solution—
to the accomplishment of those objcc:ives

which, in any case, would be necessary for
the rea!

zation of our hi gLCsL hopes and
those of our children.  “If a nation,” wrote

38 Remarks at Ceremony on the Sigais

;\ g “eements «y

I WANT ¢

o express my thanks to all of you
for taking partin this nﬁorma y’s effort, and
particularly to express, I think, the country’s

poreciation to the Vice President and
fie Sceretary of Labor.
)

chinning with the effort which was
i e Lockhiced Company last May,
which 1a the last & months has made an

t»'(

intensive national company drive to improve
the emplovment opportumncs for members
of minority groups at all ] vac's. not only in
perceniage of those who bo be at the
manual labor capacity, but professional,
sup f*r\'isory, and all the rest, it has done a

ost mmrgmv ¢ job. il
other co: I

We rea
dous factor 1

wuat et LOI‘E

1
J
c this can be a tremen-

ding our nadonal strength.
It 1s 2 voluntary eficrt by all of you. You
are associating yourselves and your compa-
ales, by your own choice, with a tremendous
cause—which means that everyone should
have the right to devélop his talents freely
without regard to any other factor. Thatis

1Sce 1661 volume, this series, p. 390.

Feb. 7 [38]

Thomas Jefferson in 1816, “cxpects to be

ignorant and free, in a state of civilization,’

it expects what never was and never will be.”
That statement is even truer today than it
was 140 years ago.

The Lduc‘.tlon of our people is a national
investment. It yiclds tangible returns in
cconomic growth, an improved citizenry and
higher standards of living. But even more
importantdy, free men and women value
cducation as a personal experience and op-
portunity—as a basic benefit of a free and
democratic civilizaton. It is our responsi-
bility to do whatever needs to be done to
make this opportunity available to all and to
malke it of the highest possible quality.

Jorn F. Kennepy

ng of Equal Opportunity

cading Employers.  February 7, 1962

what all of us believe in. As leaders of the
private enterprise system, you believe in free-
dom of choice and freedom of opportuniry.
And by this partnership, rcally, between

-yourselves and the National Government

and the American peeple, I think we have a
chance, through freedom, to really build a
much stronger and more viable economy
and socicty.

So T express my thanks to you all. This

is really a national service, and I a opcful
that all of vou, as the mcsxdﬂms of these
compamcs, wiil fcllow the progress made
month by month and see whether, at the end
of the 6-month period—g months or a year—
we can really show in every classification
substantial improvement.

I cannot imagine anything more helpful
to the country and to your companies than
an indication that through this freedom of
choice you are able to make this great prog-
ress, and it will be an important blow in a
whole variety of ways for progress in our
private enterprise system and in the things
in which we believe,

So I want to thank you all and I hope that
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June 12 [240]

236 Remarks Commending the Tools for Freedom Program.

June 12, 1963

I WANT 1o eXpress a warin welcome to our
iriends from the Philippines, to the Ambas-
sador, to Mr. Adams, Mr. Sprague, and rep-
resentatives of the Boston Chamber of
Commerce.

I think that this effort to improve the
economic development, economic education,
technical training of our very old friends,
the people of the Philippines, is an effort
which I want to endorse strongly.

This represents another substantial contri-
bution to this program, which Mr. Sprague
has headed, which has resulied in the giving
of tools to, I believe, over 24 schools.

The United States has the greatest backlog
of tools of aay plice in the world., There 15
a great need for them all around the globe,
partcularly in the .Acw'ay developing coun-
tries, and I think that if we could put young
students together with these tools that it
would give them an opportunity to under-
stand_how industrialization can materially
improve the lives of their people. This is
the only way that their lives can be substan-
tially advanced in these communities which

;

N

ESTABLISHMENT of an Advisory Coun-
cil on the Arts has long scemed a natural
step in fulfilling the Government’s respon-
s'owlty to cknowledge the sup-
port ¢ Members of the Congress in both
Houses for this mea ure. I am hopetul that
the Congress will give the Council a statutory
base, but meanwhile, the scmng up of the
Council by executive action scems timely
and advisable.

1 -
the arts. [ a

I am establishing the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council on the A—ts within
the Executive Cifice, to be composed of heads

According

of Federal departments and agencics con-

have had too long a dependence upon agri-
culture and one or two agricultural crops.

Now, if we can accomplish in this decade
what it really took the West 150 years to
develop in the Industrial Revolution, we can
make a most significant contribution, and
I want to commend the companies in-
volved—the Raytheon Comipany, and the
others—for taking the leadership in this
regard, not merely depending upon the
National Government to take action in this
very vital area but deing it themselves,

So, I commend the business community
for this eflort.
vore: The President spolie at noon in the Flower
Garden at the White House.  In his opening re-
marks he referred to Amelito R. Mutue, Ambassador
to the United States from the Philippines; Charles
. Adams, president, the Ravtheon Co.; and Mans-
ficld Sprague, president, Tools for Freedom.

Following the: President’s remarks Mr. Adams
presented to Ambassador Mutuc a plaque repre-
senting his company’s gift of tools to equip the
Magsaysay Memorial School of Arts and Trades in
iba, Zambales. The text of Mr. Adams’ remarks
and those of the Ambassador was also released.

ement by the President Upon Establishing the
Advisory Councll on the Axts.

]zmc 12, 1663

crned with the arts and 30 private citizens
h have played a prominent part in the arts.

vate members will be drawn from civic
d ultural leaders and others who are en-
gaged professicnally in some phase of the arts
such as practicing artists, museumn directors,
preducers, managers and union leaders. An
Lxecutive order is being issued today defin-
ing the scope and structure of the Council
and I shzll shortly announce the names of
those private citizens I am asking to serve.

The creation of this Council means that
for the first time the arts will have some
formal government body which will be spe-

’“1\,4
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[240]

cifically concerned wich all aspeets of the arts
and to which the artist and the arts institu-
tions can present their views and bring their
problems.

It is my hope that the Advisory Council
wiil keep the state of the arts in this country
under survey, and will make recommenda-
tions in regard to programs both public and
private which can encourage their develop-
ment. [ trust that the Council will recom-
mend such permanent procedures and pro-
grams as they consider necessary in this
feld.

I should iike to summarize briefly my
reasosrs for believing that the establishment
of such a Counci! Dy the Federal Govern-
ment is both appropriate and urgent.

Widespread public interest in the arts ha
not always been accompanied by ad“quate
concern for the basic institutions of our cul-
teral life. Increased attendance at museurns,
for c.\'ampie, has not cased Lo'ﬂ*-stmdm«
financial problems but has ac uy increased
the strains on these i stitu ions as new serv-
ices have been cxpectpd e Dubhc Oi the
thousand and more sy'np‘mny orchestras
of which we are justly proud as a nation,
only a comparatively few have serious pro-
fessional status and offer a season of suffi-
cient length to provide a living wage to
performers. The same is even more true of
opera and dance groups. For some years
American singers have been going in hrge
numbers to find in Europe opportunities for
ernployment wiaich insdtutions at home can-
not provide. The ormes;;onal theatre—
despite the development of am TOUPS—
reaches only a limited part of th populanoq.
Tadeed children are growing up who have
never scen a professionally acted play.

A recent estimate by the Dcpar ment of
Labor presents a gloomy forecast of employ-
ment opportunities for the next decade. Al-
though the demand for concerss and per-
formances is bound to grow, there is no evi-
dence that employment opportunities for the
professional artist will increase. This is a
situation which deprives Americans of the
cultural opportunities they deserve and want,

Public Papers of tie Presidents

and discourages the development of creative

talent.

I emphasize the Importance of the profes-
sional artist because there is danger we may
tend to accept the rich range of amateur ac-
tvities which abound in our country as a
substitute for the professional. Without the
professional performer and the creative
artist, the amateur spirit declines and the
vast audience is only partially served.

Art is no exception to the rule in human
affairs—that of needing a stable and ample
financial and institutional base. As educa-
tion needs schools so art needs museums,
actors and playwrights nced theatres, and
composers and musicians need opera com-
panics and orchestras.

The Government has a responsibility to
sec that this important aspect of our lives is
not neglected. The concept of the public
welfare should reflect cultural as well as
physical values, aesthetic as well as economic
considerations. We have agencies of the
Government which are concerned with the
welfare and advancement of science and
technology, of education, recreation and
health. We should now begin to give similar
attention to the arts.

Specific prob?cms and areas which I hope
the Council wiil look into include the follow-
ing:

[ am particularly interested in the oppor-
tunities for young people to develop their
gifts in the field of the arts and also to par-
ticipate in an active cultural life. The

Council will, I hope, examine the degree to.
which we are now meeting our responsibili-,

ties to young people in this area.

The Council should evaluate the many
new forms and institutions which are de-
veloping. For example, the growth of State
arts councils Is significant, as is also the
planning of community cultural centers in
many cities and regions of the country.

The impqct of various general govern-
mental policics and programs on the arts is
an area to which I hope the Council will give
special attention. This includes such specific
fields as tax laws, copyright laws, disposition
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John F. Kennedy, 1963

of surplus property, public works and com-
munity development, public buildings, hous-
ing and urb:

n renewal and others,

Public recognition of excellence in the arts
s one effective way of giving encouragement.
am sure that the Couucxl \v11 want to give
1sideration to various possibilitics in thls
field, including such forms of recognition as
prizes, competitions, festivals, traveling
tours and exhibitons.

Although the international cultural ex-
change program will not be a responsibility
of the Council, the link between the vitality
of our national cultural lifc and institutions
and the success of our international programs
is obvious, Our interna 1oml prom' ms are
a direct reflection of our cultural achieve-
ments at home. I hope that the Council as

it looks at the national cultural scene will
consider its implications for our exchange
programs.

June 14 [242]

The cultural life of the United States has
at its best been varied, lively and decentral-
ized. It has been supported—often with
great gencrosity—Dby ‘private patrons. I hope
these characteristics will not change, but it
scems well to assess how far the traditional
sources of support meet the needs of the
present and the near future. In giving form
to this rcassessment the President’s Advisory
Council on the Arts will be making a most
important contribution to the national life.

~ore: The statement was issued in connection with
the signing of an Exccutive order establishing the
President’s Advisory Council on the Arts (EO 11112,
Iater amended by EO 11124, 28 F.R. 6037, 11607;
3 CFR, 1963 Supp.). The chsmcm first recom-
mended legislation establishing a Federal Council
on the Arts in his special message on education of
February 6, 1062 (1962 volume, this serics, p. 116).
The membership of the Council had not been an-
nounced at the time of the President’s death.
Sec also Item 240.

241 Statement by the President Following Defeat of the

'J>

\rca Redevelopment Bill.

THE TRAGIC defeat of area redevelop-
ment legislation couid not have come at a
worse time. Uncmaloyn“ent persists-——our
distressed areas need help—and scores of
hard-hit communides in Pennsylvania,
Michigan, West Virginia, eastern Kentucky,
upstate New York, upstate Minnesota, and
southern Illinois were counting on an ex-

Letter to the President of th

)
N
[N

June 13, 1963

pansion of this program.

The people of these and other affected
States ieed more than speeches to help their
cepressed communities and jobless workers.
This program must not be allowed to die—
and 1t is my intention to give the Congress
another opportunity to support it.

nt of the Senate and to the Speaker of the

ouse cn Duvdoomgm of a Civil Supersonic Air Transport.

June 14, 1963

Dear Mr.

The Congress has laid down naticnal avi-
ation objcctives in the Federal Aviarion Act
1958.  These include the development
an air transportation system winch will
further our domestic and international com-
merce and the national defense. These ob-

1

(e e]
Fia P

-

jectives, when viewed in the light of today’s
aviaticn: challenges, clearly require the com-

mencement of a national program to sup-
port the development of a commercial super-
sonic transport aircraft which is safe for the
passenger, economically sound for the
world’s airlines, and whose operating per-

475




great, the wsk of achleving disarmament Is
S

not an impossible one. Each day its im-
i 1eases.

d by Ambassa-
rns to Geneva with
objective of nego-
ament program. The
rernment and people

We cannot and must not underestimate
the difficuities which are presented by the
Soviet Union’s resistance to the minimum of
inspection necessary to ensure effective dis-
armament steps. The renewed sessions in
Geneva present one more opportunity to-per-
stade the Soviet Union thatin a nuclear age,
all nations have a common interest in pre-
serving their mutual security against the
growing perils of the arms race.

In the resumed negotlations the United
States will continue to seck agreement which

WEHEN a citizen of Greece retu
afrer a victory in the Olyrapic Games he was
scorted &.mmph ily into the city through 2
hole wn*cn had been ripped in its wall, Thus
the city-state was symbolically assured that
any polis possessed of such a hero had no
need of a wall to defend it. Although we

may be sure that the wall was repaired when

a hostile army threatened, the symbouc act
1 wmcu is as e for the

(93

+

Gred‘s, a 'I“C”’DIDO‘ e)\prgsbcd by Disraeli
when he said, “The health of the },c\u is

:ps better than the
t country, vividly
f the bellef Lh;zt
are essential accom-
pan.n“ ents to the Guahucs of intellect and
spirit on which a nation is built. It was men
who possessed vigor and strength as well as

358

Iy the LoL‘udMLA n upon which all their

Public Papers of the Presidents

will meet the dangers of the nuclear threat.
These dangers will only increase if ear‘y

‘actlon is not taken to halt the growth of

stockpiles of modern armaments, the spread
of nuclear weapons into the arsenals of a
widening number of countries and to outer
space, and the possibilities of outbreak of
war by accident, miscalculation, or failure of
communication.

As these vital negotiations resume, we ex-
press our hope that the USSR will respond
constructively to the proposals we have made
and will join with us and the other members
of the Geneva conference in a creative search
for ways to end the arms race and to devote
our common skills and resources to the en-
largement of the peaceful opportunities of
mankind.
~oTE: The statement was released at Hyannis,
Mass.

lent: The Vigor We Need.

courage and vision who first settied these
shores and, over more than three centuries,
subdued a continent and wrested a civiliza-
tion from the wilderness. It was physical
hardibood that helped Americans in two
great world wars to defeat strong and tena-
cious foes and make this country history’s
mighticst defender of freedom. And today,
in our owa time, in the jungles of Asia and
on the borders of Europe, a new group of
vigorous young Americans helps maintain
the peace of the world and our security as
a nation.

At the same time, young Americans are
ataining new standards of excellence in
athletic contests.  Cnly last month four men
ran the mile in less than 4 minutes in a single
race. Hardly a month passes that some new
record for speed or strength, stamina or com-
petitive skill, is not shattered. Never in
history has the United States been repre-
sented by a more gifted group of athletes in
national and international competition. Yet

we must
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swwe must not allow our

men to obscure the fact over the past

decades the level of physical fitness of «
of our citizenry has been far bctow any
reasonable national standar

A year and z

s ma qn?ine I

fago in
aus-Weber
survey, which showed that American youtns
lagged far behind young Europeans in basic
fevels of DD} sical fitness (SI, Dec. 26, 1960).
Almost 58 percent of Amcericans

avrewrer the recrrls b Ah T
revICWEed il ICSULLS ol e I\r

;

were unable
to pass these mm, while only 8.7 percent of

Furopeans falled.  Since that time the Presi-
dent’s Council on Youth Fitness has con-
ducted a survey which indicates that more

10 million of our 40 million school
Iren are unable to pass a test which

measures only a minimum level of physical

s

fitness, while almost 20 million would be
unavle to meet the standards set by a mere
comprehensive test of physical strength and
skills.

These fgures indicate the vast dimensions
of a national oreblema which should be of
deep concern to it of us. It is paradoxical
that the very cconomic progress, the tech-
nological advance and scientific
throughs which have, iz part, teen the

break-
result
of cur national vigor have also contributed
to the draining of that viger. Technology
and auromation have eliminated many of
those physical exertions which were once a
normal part of the working day. New
forms of transportation have made it un-
fecessary 1o walk to school or to the office
or the corner store. New forms of enter-

rinment have consumed much of the time
which was once used for sports and games.

No one can deay the enormous benefits
which these developments have brought—
he reduction of drudvery and tedious tasks,
the opportunity for greater lelsure, the in-
creased access to intellectual stimulation and
quality entertainment.

-t

Buratthe same time
we must not allow Ll ese advarces to become
the instruments of the decline of our national
vitality and health. 'We cannot permit the
loss of that physical vigor which has helped
10 nourish our growth and which is cssential

July 16 [201]

if we are to carry forward the complex and
demanding tasks which are vital w our
strer: gih qr\d pProgress.

It was in response to this problem that
President Eisenhower urrftd immediate at-
tention w our deterloraung level of physical
ftness; and that this admmzsmnon estab-
lished a nationwide program of cooperation
vith state city, and town officials to raise our
fitness level.

mrst, we reorganized the President’s
Council on Youth Fitness and placed that
council under Special Presidential Consultant
Charles B. {Bud) Wilkinson, footbail coach
ot the University of Oklahoma. Under Mr.
Wilkinson’s extracrdinarily able leadership
the council developed—in cooperation \Vltl
19 leading school and medical organiza-
tions—the basic concepts for a program of
physical fitness now in use by more than half
the country’s public schools.

In additon, the council helped to initate

ccial pilot fitness projects, involving more
than 200,000 students in five States. The
csults were a dramatic proof of the value of
cdrefuhy designed school physical fitness
programs. Aftcr only six weeks 23 percent
of the students who had failed the basic fit-
pcss test passed. A similar gain was meas-
ured each succeeding 6 weeks until, by the
end of the school year, an average of 8o
percent of those who had failed were able to
pass. There could be no more effective
proof of the fact that efforts by local school
authorities can vastly improve the physical
fitness level of America’s youth.

Secondly, the council has designed a na-
tionwide campaign to alert Americans to
physical fitaess needs and provide them with
the information needed to conduct fitness
programs. Morc than 340,000 copies of the
school physical fitness program have been
distributed; and during the past school year
the number of schools offering such a pro-
gram rose by 13 percent.  The Advertising
Councii, urivate film makers and profes-
sicnal -athletic organizations have joined
campalgns to increase public attention to
physical fitness needs, and a conference of

559
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b
SOvernors

14 States
4

re },IL*C“L\,J, was held lase / .\pul to enlist the
! n this naton-

representatives, with

help of State Governments
wide effort.

Third, the coun

recreation and health cduca-

! programs are being deveioped
A scries

1 ;Oz‘:l ruits.
ol ree X)‘AI”‘JCH(\ ‘.om uf‘b b°C11 mis x\.A\, o 1(,1u-

crs of the armed forces, and those recom-
-

mendations are now bemg put into effect
This s Lu_q,mo progress, and has
helped to chart the course for our future

.
activity.  But 1¢ must be viewed as only «
i a1 Natton where 6o per-

cent of the schoot chiildren do not participate

all beginaing

11’ IL” uur ')"" "C’M 1‘{&1\.55 ‘310““11\‘15 \\’hLLC

Writing on this subject a year and a hald
ago, I stressed the mpormnw of pnvs'cal -
ness 1o cur national st mn:tn, the subile but
undeniable relationship of physical vigor to
our capacity to undermke the enormon

fforts of mind and courage and will which
are the price of maintaining the peace and

insuring the continued flou mh*n(T of our
- e Lol
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i cu
s ¢ . e )
defeated in the United States Scna::. A
1

' swith i two votes in the Senate would have
orov ied, I believe, for its passage.
Dchcve this is a most sericus defeat for
every American familv, for the 17 millien
re over 63, whose means of
support, whose f, clibood is cumwhy es
sencd over what it was in their working days,
i r d to be ill, who will
mospxtals who are less abile

Americans

ers of the Pres

rdents

civilization. And this importance still exists,
But fitness 1s vital for a sull more basic
reason. It is vital because it is the basis of
the health and vitality of the individual
citizen. And these are qualities which are
essential if each Amcrican is w be free to
the potential value of his own
capabilities and the p\ rsuit of his individual

Ir the final analysis, 1t is this libera-
of the individual o pursue his own ends,
sul ))LCK only to the loose resiraints of a free
socicty, which is the ultimate meaning of our
civilization

The Federal Government will continue to
focus national attention on this problem.
that the ultimate
responsibility for the fitness of the American
people rests on the cooperation and deter-
mination of school boards and town officials,

realize fully t

'
vt
DO ais.
o

But 1t 1s abs‘omtcly clear

on thousands of community leaders, and on
millions of fathers and mothers, Only
thirough your effort can we hope to continue
to move steadily toward a stronger and more
vigoreus America. '

~otE: The President’s article was published in the

July 16, 1662, issue of Sports Illustrated, together’

with a statement on “The Whys and Hows of Fit-
ness” by Charles B. (Bud) Wilkinson and a test
for minimum physical fitness.

The article is reprinted by special permission of
Sports Illustrated, Time Inc.

resicent on the Defeat of the
July 17, 1062

from the Fish Room at

the White House ]

I think they have suffered a serious setback
today. But this issue is not confined to them.
All those Americans who have parents, who
are liable to be ili, and who have children to
educate at the same time, mothers and fathers
in their 30’s and 40’s, I believe they have
suffered a serious setback. In 1960, with
Serator Anderson, I introduced the Medical
Care for the Aged. A change of four votes
in the Senate in 1960 would have provided
for its passage. This year we came closer.
:hink the American people are going to

-
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.
setback.  But I must say after being here for
) cars, and having the experience of the
residency, and there 1s no experience you
can get that can possibly prepare you ade-
quately for the Presidency, I must say that
I have a good deal of hope for the United
States. Just because 1 think that
try, which as I say criticizes 1self and is
criticized around the werld, 180 million peo-
ple, for 17 years, really for more than thag,
for almost 20 years, have been

this coun-

great
means of defending first the world against

he Nazi threat, and since then against the
Coxm nunist threat, and if it were not for us,

v

. A crargiim A eiala ST
552 Magazine Arucle
ormsnbhes T +AA
Deceinbei b, 1662
ONE AFTERNGCON the fateiul r

3
1940, the Presiicnt of ¢ l‘ Unit cd States had
two callers, T La, first was Lord Lothian, the
British Ambassador, who Hiad just flown in
from Londo“ to
an cyewitness

give Frankiin D. Roosevelt
account of the bombing of
London. The second was Francis H. Tay‘;or,

musewn dircctor and authority on the his-
tory of art

Taylor waitea for 2 hours while the Presi-
dent and Lovhian talked. When he finally
cntucd, he found the President “white'as a
Yet the President, we are toid, kept
Taylor in his office that afterncon for ancther

our and a half. Turning from a g
occupation with the war, Frqm-.m Kc ssevelt
LJILCJ about the arts in Am
spoke of plans for broadening the apprecia-
ticn of art and looked forward to a day when
“every schoolhouse would have contempo-
rary American paintings hanging on its
walis.”

George mc‘d.u, the distinguished Ameri-
can artist who records this mesting, adds on
his own: “Roosevelt had Hle discrimination
in his taste in painting and sculpture. [But]
hie had a more clear understanding of what
art could mean in the life of 2 community—
for the soul of a nation—than any man I have
known.”

wa

sheet.”

AI} 1 pre-

rerican life. He

Go

K

Public Papers of the Presidents

the Communists would be dominant in the
world today, and because of us, we are in a
strong positon, Now, I think that is a
pretty good record for a country with 6 per-
cent of the world’s population, which is very
reiuctant to take on these burdens. I think
we ought to be rather pleased with ourselves
this Christmas,
~xote: The interview was recorded on December 16
in the President’s office at the White House. It was
telecast en December 17 at 6:30 p. m. by the Colum-
bia Broadeasting System and the "American Broad-
ting Company, and at $:30 p.m. by the National
roadcasting Company. The program  was also
roadcast by the major radio networks.

The Arts in America.”

in *he year of 1611, Roosevelt himself re-
called another President who also found time
in the midst of great national trials to con-
cern himsell with artistic endeavors. It was
in the third year of the Civil War, as Roose-
velt told the story In a spee
National Gallery in Washington, D.C,, and
men and women had gathered to see the
Capitol dome completed and the bronze
goddess of liberty set upon the top. “It had
been an expensive, a laborious business,”
Roosevelt said, dlvcrtmfr labor and money
from the prosccution of the war and certain
ritics . . . found much to criticize. There
were new marble pillars in the Senate wing
of the Capitol, there was a bronze door for
the central portal and other such expendi-
tures and embellishments. But the President
of the United States, whose name was Lin-
coln, when he heard these criticisms, an-
swered: ‘If people see the Capitol going on,
it is a sign that we intend this Union shall
goon.”

Both Roosevelt and Lincoln understood
hat the life of the arts, far from being an
interruption, a distraction, in the life of a
nation, is very close to the center of a nation’s
purpose—and is a test of the quality of a
nation’s civilization. That is why we should
be glad today that the interest of the Ameri-
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John F. Kennedy, 1962

can people in the arts seems at a new high.
{am im-
pressed by Its diversity and vitlity—Dby the
myriad ways in which Americans find en-
lightenment,

Looking at the American scene,

exercise, entertainment, and
fulfillment. Everyone, younv and old, scems
to be busy. Our roads and scashores are
crowded; the great parks draw visitors in
unprecedented numbers, Sports thrive, and
even such formerly humdrum actdvities as
buying groceries for the family take on a
holiday aspect in the new shopping centers.
In the midst of all this activity, it is only
natural that people should be more active in
pursuit of the arts.

The statistics are gratifying: books have
become a billion-dollar business; more money
Is spent cach year in going to coucerts than
to baseball games; our galleries and muscums
are crowded; community theaters and com-
munity symphony orchestras have spread
across the an estimated 33
million Americans who play musical instru-

fand; there ar

ments.  And all this expresses, I Delieve,
something more than merely the avidity with
which goods of all kinds are being acquired
in our exuberant society.
contemporary civilization, a hunger for cer-
tain values and satisfactions, appears o be
urging us all to explore and appre

A need within

1ale areas
of life which, in the past, we hav; sometimes
neglected in the United States.

Too often in the past, we have thou "_;LL of
the artist as an idler and dilettante and of the
lover of arts as somchow sissy or effete. We
life of the
artist s, in relation to his work, stern and
lonely. He has labored hard, often amid
Cepr.\stlon to perfect hiy skill. He
urned aside £ order to
str zp his vision of everything secondarv or

neapening. His working life s marked by
intense application and intense discipline.
As for the lover of arts, it is he who, by sub-

have done both an injusticc The

from quick success in

m

jecting himselr to the sometimes disturbing
experience of art, sustains the amst—and
seeks oniy the reward that his iife will, in
consequence, be the more fully lived.
Today, we recogaize increasingly the es-

5007T5—63

61
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sen "“.lity of artistic achievement. This is

, I think, of a nationwide movement
tow&rd excellence—a movement which had
its start in the admiration of expertness and
skill in our technical society, but which now
demands quality in all realms of human
achievement. [t is part, too, of a feeling that
art is the great unifying and humanizing
experience.  We know that science, for ex-
ample, 1s indispensable know
that science, if divorced from a knowledge
of man and of man’s ways, can stunt a civili-
zation., And so the educated man—and very
oiten the man who has had the best scientific
education—reaches out for the experience
which the arts alone provide.

He wants to
explore the side of life which expresses the
emotions and embodies values and ideals of
beauty.

Above all, we are coming to understand

that the aris incarnate the creativity of a free
society.  We know that a totalitarian society
can promote the arts in its own way—that it
can arrange for spleadid productions of
opera and ballet, as it can arrange for the
restoration of ancient and historic buildings.
But art means more than the resuscitation of
the past: it means the free and unconfined
carch for new ways of expressing the ex-
perience of the present and the vision of the
future. When the creative impulse cannot
flourish freely, when it cannot freely sclect
its merhods and objects, when it is deprived
of spontaneity, then society severs the root
of art.

Yet this fact surely imposes an obligation
on those who acclaim the freedom of their
own society—an obligation to accord the arts
attention and respect and status, so that what
freedom makes possible, a free society will
make necessary.

I have called for a higher degree of physi-
cal fitness in our natien. It is only natural
that I should call, as well, for the kind of
intellectual and spiritual fitness which under-
lies the flowering of the arts.

A nation’s government can expect to play
only an Andxrcct and marginal role in the
arts.  Government’s essential job—the or-
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managerment < Culrural Center will play a virl role. The
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WCir taste.
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will and ¢

ading force, an ex-
ienchcr. T would like to sce
overnment does in the course
quality. I

tes marked bv h
would like to sce the works of government
represent the best our artists, designers and
buiid an achieve. I want to make sure
that policics of government do not indirectly

or unnecessarily put barriers in the way of
the full expression of America’s creative
genius.

The arts in the United States are, like so
many other of ovr a i and
pu.xu“leLu to a high degree. Private bene-
factors, foundations, schools aad coll*‘gcs,
busincss corporak;o s, the local community,

U\’mu, varied and

the city and the State: combine in widely

differing proportions to organize and sup-
port the institutions of culture. T would
hope that 1n the years ahcad, as our cultural
L;c. dcv clops and takes on new forms, the
Federal Government would be pr epared to
play 1t s proper role in encouraging cultural
activities throu c“ont the Nation.

e Nation’s Capital, the Federal Gov-
ernment, of ous;, has special obligations.
There is, first, the fact that the District of

1

Columbia lies directly within Federal juris-

1e
1
Inth

diction. Beyond this, there 1s the {act that,

as the Capital of our Nation, Washington in-

evitabiy becomes o a degree a showcase of
our culture. In other countries, capitals
th an
historic ideatity and cultural life of their
own. But Washington, it has been re-
marked, is a singledndusiry town, and that

have been located in great ciues

industry is politics and statecraft.  Such an
environment, some nave said, provides bar-
ren soil for the aris.  Yet, despite this, the
community. of Washington has dene much
to welcome and encourage cultural activigy.

Sill, our vision must look beyond the

gob

Center, which \,ongrass has chartered and
for which it has given land, aims to be part
of a broad effort to stimulate the performing
arss. It was not conceived as a group of halls
and theaters to benefit Washington audi-
ences alone.  Here, visitors and tourists will
come throughout the year, bringing back to
their communities a sense of what the per-
formance of great works can mean in their
[ives—and a proud realization that their Na-
tion’s Capital s a focus of creative activities.

In many other ways, the Natonal Cultural
Center will interact with the cultural life of
communities across the country.  The finest
of our symphony orchestras will play here;
local repertory theaters and opera and ballet
groups, increasing in numbers and profes-
sional status, should find their appearance
in the Nation’s Capital a distinction eagerly
sought. The Center will, T hope, become in
the broadest sense an educational as well as
a cultural institution, helping to stimulatwe
the formation of similar groups in other
citics.

Other countries have their national theater
and opera, permanently situated in the
capital and smgch out for their govern-
ment’s special concern.  Better fitted to the
needs of the United States is the idea of the
Cultural Center, a great stage hospitable to
the best coming from this country and
abroad, an institution encouraging the de-
velopment of the performing arts in all their
diversity of origin and variety of form. I
carnestly hope that the backing of citizens
across the country will make 00551b e the ful-
filiment of these plans.

To work for the progress of the arts in
America is exciing and fruitful because
what we are dealing with touches virtually
all the citizens. _

There will always be of necessity, in any
socicty, a merce handful of genuinely creative
individuals, the men and women who shape
in words or images the enduring work of
art. Among us, even this group tends to be
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enlarged.  “1 hear Amerlea singing,” said
Walt Whitman. He would certainly hear

it singing with many voices if he were alive

i ulAaps no coun-

wy has ever had so many people $o ¢

’:(UCJLL.

share a delight in the ar‘m

tmuu and D"Ou.b\l()ns of 11

wait for thc door to epen ton

This wonderful equality
vorld is an oid American
Tocquevlile, in the ed how on
the remotest frontier, in 2 wilderness that

seemed “rhe asylum of all miseries,” Ameri-

1

R anle Tacmplis
¢ 10308, ULsCriv

cans presery ed an interest in cultural and
mteliectuad ‘\Lou penetrate paths

¢ Tocqueville; “you
earcd field, a cabia . ..
You might think, he

with a tiny winuow.”
continues, that you have
[N N L
home of an American
would be wrong.

come at last to the
pc;as:mt. But you
sir .

The man wears the same
s as you; he speads the Lo

clothes guage of the
On his rude table are books and news-

papers.”

cities.

e ot Wiy cieae Tald
Arriving at Wmuso; Field
Decermber 18, 196

ccernber 16, 1602
Prime Minister:
{ want to express my appreciation for your
warm words of we As you say, this is
the sixth meeting that we have had—Key

oG,

West, twice in \V,;shmgko“, once in London,
once in Bermuda, and now in the Bahamas.
And I do think it fair to say that we really do
h better in warmer climates,

d hted that we are here today.
I m not sure that
better off after our
but T fecl that a
been better off, :md have bencfited gready

so I am

- the world 1s so much
previous five mcetings,
t least as President  have

from the counsel and fricndship which you
have shown to me, Prime Minister, to my

predecessor, your old iriend General Eisen-

i

=0
[553]

The cabin with its tiny window has van-
ished.  Yet we might expect to find it
counterparts today in homes which would
) . - . —_—
scem Quite as remote from the aris. The
suburban housewife harassed by the care of
her children, the husband weary after the
-‘/' * i3 \‘1 T e oy .4:\ 1 . -
day’s work, young people bent on a good
time—these might not appear in a mood o
enjoy intellectual or artistic pursuit. Sdll on
paper-bound 1cx>rmts of the best

the tabie i
boolss of the ages. By the phonograyn s a
shell of recordings of the classics of music
On the wall hang reproductions of the
masterpieces of art.

To turther. the "Lopuumon of culture
among ail d.c ')COPIC, to increase respect for
the creative individual, to widen participa-
tion by all the processes and fulfillments of
art—ihis is one of the fascinating challenges
of these days.

Joux F. Kruvnepy

~ore: The article was printed in the December 18,
1902, issue of Look muagazine as part of a
adaptation of “Creative "
uled to be released in October 3

special

America,” a book sched-

The articie is
printed Lereinn through the courtesy of The Ridge

Press, Inc, publisher of the beok.

Remarks With Prime Minister Macmillan Upon
in Nassau, the Bahamas.

hower, and also to the American people who
have a heavy claim laid on you from earliest
birth.

I want to express our appreciation to the
people of the Bahamas for their welcome.
The world looks better today than it did
Vesterday, and I am sure 1t’s due to our
pleasure in being on this island in the sun.

We thank you all for your warm welcome.
~Note: Prime Minister Macmillan’s remarks of wel-
come foilow:

Mr. President:

It 1s & very great privileze for me to be asked to
welcome you most heartily to the Bahumas on your
t here today.  We hope that you will enjoy your
ay.

I would like to add perhaps that these forms of
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