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The Washington Star

Portfolio, Section C, Saturday, February 10, 1979

States funds now exceed federal in aid to the arts

Study shows local agencies are providing a $107.8 million sharc

By Ruth Dean

Washiington Sor MaltWrner

1t looks like the tail wagging the dog ex-
cepl for the [act that the National Council
on the Arls, which funds 20 percent of its
annual congressional appropriation to
state arls ageficies, is glad to see the states
taking a lead in Tunding the arts.

Council members heard yesterday that
State arts agencies are now providing
more funds for the arts than the National
Endowment for the Aris — atotal of 51078
million 1n program grants serving the
arisin the current fiscol year.

This 15 exclusive of funds allocated by
the Endowment for Treasury funds and
challenge grants, announced by Stephen
Sitl, former head of the Notional Assembly
of State Agencies, and now manager of the

Other music calegory totals included: opera, $2.8
million; choraol groups, $355.858; chamber riusic,
72136, and individual arusts, composers and §i-

bretusts. S.403.431 .

The study also showed some Jivergencies in
tonding. A few stites award money (or facilny sup-
pory, and i three states — Califormia, Georgia and
Texas, tax revenne from hotel, entertainment or

[ b
pinsage of Proposition

ancesin some states.

13 in Cahiforma last year
may have curbed sume of 1his revenue since the
repogt was comptled, based as 1t was on 1977 fig-
uies). The study alsv revealed fellowships were
provalént; that is. perlormonce fecs for composers,
resjuencies and training. even subsistence allow-

Atlanta Symphony Orchesira. who
chaired the study,

In fact, said Sill, the state arts agencics
had an increase from their state legisla-
tures alone in the aggregate of 4.1 percent,
“and this, in 1he year of Proposition 11.
The recognition of the necessity of public
support of the arls at the state level is very
much on the rise and hasn't necessarily
been affecied by the Proposition-13 men-
tality."”

Sill’'s comments highlighted o progress
report on a long-range staff study of the
impact of Endowment and state-aid sup-
port on the arts, with the 1dea forther
down the road of establishing a closer
federal-state pattnetship, policy ties and
peer review.

Eventually, the Endowment expects to
complete indepth funding impact studivs

The report also indicates that in the area of em-
ployment, 25 state arts agencies either administer
progrems or assist other public agencies to pro-
vide employment to musicians in three categories
~—touning. and short and long-term residencies, ei-
ther in arts-in-schools, or arts-in-community

projects.

the have an

of all the arcas of the arls covered by 1he
Endovment. The lirst report covering the
lurgest funded area, music, wos presented
yesterday. It covers fiscal year 1977.

It revealed the same consstency of
funding as the overall report — that nure
stute funding went 1w support of music
institutions than came from the Natonol
Endowment — a total of S206 million As
1977 represented a changeoser of federal
fiscal policy from July to October, no com-
parable exact figure covering the 12
month states ligure could be oblamed
But as Endowment congressional appro-
priations have steadily increased, a vahd
figure of comparison cun stll be posed by
the S14.6 million expended in grants by
the Endowment’s music prograin i liscal
'74.

Symphony orchestras were divided into

N.B.
misauote.

two vears.

report.

A significant problem uncovered by the study is
* thal budget line-iteming “is less a trend than it 1§

., 1he gene
zations being thoat line1teming a
priations “can be a negalive faclor because they
can tend to creaty imbalagces in funding between
have-oots,” sccording to the report.
Thus it becomes additionally difficult for state
aris agancies to establish gnblic funding programs
* thgt will l6gically'meet tha needs of aM the arts.

ol music organi-
nd special appro-

three categories Major symphonises re-
cetved $4.5 million from state arts agen-
cies, 51 2 milhon from state legislatures,
or o combined (1al of $5.6 representing
4.9 purcent of therr lotal income.

Regional symphonies received o com-
bined 1otal of St 1 million, or 6 3 percent
ol therr tal income Metropohiton or-
chestras pot a 1otal of S837.014, represent:
e 49 percemt ol thetr 1ol income.

The wrimd total for orchestra support
alone wias 39 Smillion,

Orchestrie stutishics wer: compiled by
the  Amernican Symphony Orchestra
League, but other datain the report came
Irom ot least 30 service organizations, "o
provude us with the vind of information
wo didn't ave helore ™ Sill stated.

The 431 increase was a

Steve Sel]l noted an
aggreadate 23% increase over the past
Also,
Sell, gave the Music in the States

Bill Terry, not
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