Paradise Lost & Postmodernism

Paradise Lost & Postmodernism

———

Bibliography

Davis, J.C.
de Man, Paul

Harold Bloom, ed.

Hill, Christopher

Hutcheon, Linda
Liu, Alan

Lyotard, Jean-Francois

Milton, John
Norbrook, David

Wimsatt, William K.

Poetic Image

Tierney Gearon

About Me

Mary Smith

View my complete profile

Followers

Blog Archive

Blog Archive

Monday, April 13, 2009

Honors Department Senior Project

“Postmodernism & Paradise Lost: Reconsidering Knowledge,

Politics and Literature”
Mary Smith

Faculty Sponsor: J. Jennifer Jones, English Literature

“Postmodernism & Paradise Lost: Reconsidering Knowledge, Politics and
Literature” is an interdisciplinary approach to interpreting John Milton's
epic poem, Paradise Lost, one that magnetizes literary, historical, and
philosophical discourse as a means ultimately to redefine the concept of

radicalism. Christopher Hill’s historical text, Milton and the English

Revolution draws parallels between Milton’s poem and the radical ideas
that flecked England’s political landscape in the 17th century. These
parallels provide a sound basis to argue in the poetic realm that Milton’s
poem is primarily a political text, more specifically a radical one. Such a
claim poses a metaphysical question: what is radicalism? To answer this
question, J.C. Davis, a political historian, argues radicalism to be a
theoretical entity. This argument serves as the foundation for finding
similar metaphysical elements—theoretical entities—in Paradise Lost. The
claims that Davis makes concerning the mode of evaluating theoretical
entities can be considered alongside Milton’s work. A close reading of Paul
de Man’s essays on the poetic image and allegory enrich the understanding

of a theoretical entity, calling attention to the specificity of language

elements with respect to radicalism. This paper supports a definition of
radicalism, both within and without Milton's poem, as a theoretical entity.
However, it is not without the work of Jean-Francoise Lyotard that this

paper is capable of enriching this definition of radicalism by characterizing

http://seeparadiselost.blogspot.com/ (1 of 2) [4/29/2009 10:02:14 AM]


http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/davis-jc.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/paul-de-man-william-k-wimsatt.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/paul-de-man-william-k-wimsatt.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/christopher-hill.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/raw-material_3677.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/paul-de-man-william-k-wimsatt.html
http://www.blogger.com/profile/10513064885269417788
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/eng/english_NEW/Faculty/Jones.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/hill-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/davis-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/de-man-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/de-man-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/poetic-image.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_b3SPBNlcyT4/SfaLZu2Cn2I/AAAAAAAAAF8/AgUU4AboK7c/s1600-h/de+man+wimsatt+small.jpg

Paradise Lost & Postmodernism

radicalism as discourse.

Posted by Mary Smith at 7:40 AM 0 comments

Subscribe to: Posts (Atom)

http://seeparadiselost.blogspot.com/ (2 of 2) [4/29/2009 10:02:14 AM]


http://seeparadiselost.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default

Paradise Lost & Postmodernism: Honors Department Senior Project

Paradise Lost & Postmodernism

Bibliography

Davis, J.C.
de Man, Paul

Harold Bloom, ed.

Hill, Christopher

Hutcheon, Linda
Liu, Alan

Lyotard, Jean-Francois

Milton, John
Norbrook, David

Wimsatt, William K.

Poetic Image

Tierney Gearon

About Me

Mary Smith

View my complete profile

Followers

Blog Archive

Blog Archive

Monday, April 13, 2009

Honors Department Senior Project

“Postmodernism & Paradise Lost: Reconsidering Knowledge,

Politics and Literature”
Mary Smith

Faculty Sponsor: J. Jennifer Jones, English Literature

“Postmodernism & Paradise Lost: Reconsidering Knowledge, Politics and
Literature” is an interdisciplinary approach to interpreting John Milton's
epic poem, Paradise Lost, one that magnetizes literary, historical, and
philosophical discourse as a means ultimately to redefine the concept of

radicalism. Christopher Hill’s historical text, Milton and the English

Revolution draws parallels between Milton’s poem and the radical ideas
that flecked England’s political landscape in the 17th century. These
parallels provide a sound basis to argue in the poetic realm that Milton’s
poem is primarily a political text, more specifically a radical one. Such a
claim poses a metaphysical question: what is radicalism? To answer this
question, J.C. Davis, a political historian, argues radicalism to be a
theoretical entity. This argument serves as the foundation for finding
similar metaphysical elements—theoretical entities—in Paradise Lost. The
claims that Davis makes concerning the mode of evaluating theoretical
entities can be considered alongside Milton’s work. A close reading of Paul
de Man’s essays on the poetic image and allegory enrich the understanding

of a theoretical entity, calling attention to the specificity of language

elements with respect to radicalism. This paper supports a definition of
radicalism, both within and without Milton's poem, as a theoretical entity.
However, it is not without the work of Jean-Francoise Lyotard that this

paper is capable of enriching this definition of radicalism by characterizing

http://seeparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/honors-department-senior-project.html (1 of 2) [4/29/2009 10:02:18 AM]


http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/davis-jc.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/paul-de-man-william-k-wimsatt.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/paul-de-man-william-k-wimsatt.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/christopher-hill.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/raw-material_3677.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/paul-de-man-william-k-wimsatt.html
http://www.blogger.com/profile/10513064885269417788
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/eng/english_NEW/Faculty/Jones.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/hill-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/davis-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/de-man-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/de-man-study.html
http://readparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/poetic-image.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_b3SPBNlcyT4/SfaLZu2Cn2I/AAAAAAAAAF8/AgUU4AboK7c/s1600-h/de+man+wimsatt+small.jpg

Paradise Lost & Postmodernism: Honors Department Senior Project

radicalism as discourse.

Posted by Mary Smith at 7:40 AM

0 comments:

Post a Comment

Home

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

http://seeparadiselost.blogspot.com/2009/04/honors-department-senior-project.html (2 of 2) [4/29/2009 10:02:18 AM]



Comments on Paradise Lost &amp; Postmodernism: Honors Department Senior Project

tag:blogger.com,1999:blog-1049094337203744582.post6311522928947715287 ..
comments2009-04-13T07:41:35.006-07:00Mary Smithhttp://www.blogger.com/
profile/10513064885269417788noreply@blogger.comBlogger0125

http://seeparadiselost.blogspot.com/feeds/6311522928947715287/comments/default [4/29/2009 10:02:19 AM]



	blogspot.com
	Paradise Lost & Postmodernism
	Paradise Lost & Postmodernism: Honors Department Senior Project
	Comments on Paradise Lost &amp; Postmodernism: Honors Department Senior Project


	JJECFFHJDDIOKGDOGFKOHOAGAIAMMHNJ: 
	form1: 
	f1: [Blog Archive]


	JEJEOMLFJLFIDFMBBGBLNCMIFFPBAIGA: 
	form1: 
	f1: [Blog Archive]




