 Robyn Ochs Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]By Marisa O'Gara

  “We hear your clear voice, we see your staunch advocacy, and we respond to your loving insistence that our movement includes all of us.” The previous was said of Robyn Ochs at the 2009 Creating Change Conference when she was awarded the Susan J. Hyde Activism Award for Longevity in the Movement. Robyn is an award-winning activist and the editor of the 42-country anthology Getting Bi: Voices of Bisexuals Around the World and the Bi Women Newsletter. Several of her own writings have been published in GLBT, Women’s Studies, Bisexual, and Multicultural anthologies. She was also featured in the documentary Out in America and serves on the Board of Directors for the MassEquality Education Fund and the Harvard University LGBT Faculty and Staff group.  She has spoken at over 400 universities, conferences, and public events in over ten different countries. She has degrees from SUNY Purchase and Harvard University and has taught courses at Johnston State College, Tufts University, and the Massachusetts Institute for Technology. On a more personal note, Robyn and her partner Peg Preble were married in Massachusetts on May 17, 2004, making them one of the first same-sex couples in the nation to marry. But her credentials, although impressive, are not the reason that I chose to bring her here.
    I met Robyn Ochs during the summer of 2010 while attending a leadership camp at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. When I heard her speak, I was intrigued, entertained, and educated. I knew immediately that I wanted other members of the URI community to have the opportunity to hear her speak and absorb and appreciate the message that she travels the country to convey to others. Several of the GLBT focused lectures I’ve attended in the past have been enjoyable but redundant in the sense that the speaker is often addressing matters that the members of the audience are both familiar and in agreement with. It’s rare to attend a talk on marriage equality or the hardships that face our community and be among dissenting opinions. When I first heard Robyn speak, I did not feel as though the opinions I already had were merely being presented in a more thoughtful and organized manner. I felt as though my mind was being opened and my perspective was being adjusted and expanded upon. 
     The vast majority of us are gathered here tonight because we are members of the GLBT community or allied members to that community. We understand that we live in a society that often preferences heterosexuality and subsequently overshadows a minority community that includes those involved in and interested in pursuing same-sex relationships. But despite being open-minded about there being another end to the spectrum, we often neglect those that lie not on either end, but instead somewhere in the middle. In fact, many of the leading voices within this community are guilty of exactly that flaw in reasoning. Robyn Ochs’s work, however, focuses on bridging that gap in our logic. She highlights the complexity that underscores sexual orientation and identity while allowing us to examine the unique nature of our own orientations and identities and does it all with passion and dedication. 
    I’m honored to introduce to you all, my friend, Robyn Ochs. 

