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0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ 0ÅÄÁÇÏÇÙȱ 

 

 

ÅBased on a similar program at the University of 

Vermont. 

 

 

 



STS: The Basics 
* Students choose a unique topic and create a basic  

syllabus outlining their proposed course. 

Students apply during the fall of their Junior year 

 

ɆOne STS taught course per semester. 

ɆTeam of Mentors: Content, Pedagogy, and Personal 

 



Advisors: Content 
LGBTQ History 

Dr. Joelle Rollo Koster      History  

Dr. Robert Widell   History  

Dr. Annmarie Vaccaro       Human Development 
     and Family Studies 

Big Blue and You 

Dr. Patrick Logan  Communication Studies 

Dr. Arthur Spivack  Graduate School of  

 Oceanography 

 



Advisors: Pedagogy 
      LGBTQ History  

Dr. Cheryl Foster  Philosophy 

 

      Big Blue and You 

Jane Murray   Music  

 

 

 Including personal Honors Project Advisors 



Advisors: Personal 
 Dr. Cheryl Foster  Philosophy 

 

 Dr. Charles Collyer  Psychology 

 Dr. Ric McIntyre  Honors Program 

  

 Dr. Kathleen Torrens Communication Studies 

  

 Dr. David Bengtson Fisheries and Animal 
     Veterinary Science 



Student Benefits  

ÅInteractive atmosphere 

 

 

ÅInstructors that relate to the student experience 

 

 

Breaks student/instructor barrier  

 

 



Our Benefits 

Learning the technicalities and organization of  

putting together a course 

 

 

Experience in teaching and developing  

pedagogical techniques 

 

 

Immersion into research of course content  

 

 

 





An Interdisciplinary Look at Science and the Ocean 

 

 
Spring 2012 



Purposes 
Create informed citizens  
 
Interdisciplinary  look at the relationship between the ocean and its 
 people 
 
Teach the science involved  
 
Why we have these issues 
 
What the world  is currently  doing to remedy the situations 
 
What can be done, from the highest public official  to the everyday citizen 



This is the generation that will be deciding ocean  

policy in a few years 



Goals 
1. 'ÁÉÎ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÅÁÎȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ lives. 

2. Become informed as to the issues facing the ocean and what is currently being 

done to address them. 

3. Learn about the political process in enacting protective legislation 

4. Improve writing and speaking skills 

5. Develop skills in research. 

6. Learn to think critically while reading complex texts, such as scientific articles. 

7. Use creative thinking and writing to disseminate scientific information to the 

public. 



Preparation 
-- Previous teaching experience 

-- Researching topics for interdisciplinary inputs 

 

-- Syllabus and Reading List 

 

 

-- Assignments 

   Individually developed 

   Group developed 



Pedagogical Techniques 

-- Lectures 

 

-- Discussions 

 

-- Guest lectures 

 

-- Films 

 

-- Assignments 



Guest lectures 

Guest Speakers 

 Chip Young   Science Communication 

 Dr. Scott Nixon   Marine Pollution  

 Dr. Pam Rubinoff  Climate Change, Social  
     Impacts & Involvement 

 Dr. Kathy Castro   Fisheries 

 Mike Marchetti    Fisheries 

 Rodman Sykes   Fisheries 

 

Films 
 ȰStorm That Drowned a Cityȱ 
 + Documentary assignment 

 

 



Assignments/Grading 
 

* Current Events          10 % 

* Documentary Review      15 % 

* Mock Discussion     15 % 

* Public Awareness    15 % 

* Final Presentation              25 % 

* Participation    20 % 
(Attendance and Discussion) 



Public Awareness 
Project 




