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Moving Along 

“The problem, then, is how to bring about a striving for 

harmony with land among a people many of whom have forgotten 

there is any such thing as land, among whom education and 

culture have become almost synonymous with landlessness. This is 

the problem of conservation education.” 

 

“Cease being intimidated by the argument that a right 

action is impossible because it does not yield maximum profits, 

or that a wrong action is to be condoned because it pays.” 

 

- Aldo Leopold 

 

So ends my rendition of an environmental piece.  

By no means have I covered all of the topics or issues that 

exist here in South County. With such a diverse and rich culture 

as that which exists in South County, entire chapters could have 

been devoted to town histories, protective organizations, laws 



 

76 

and political stances, plant life, rivers and other waterways, 

sailing, and any other number of topics. As I’d mentioned 

earlier on, this dialogue is meant to act as a match to light a 

glowing ember of interest and appreciation which lies within all 

of us. 

In my brief time of research and writing, I have managed to 

touch only the outermost layers of complexity that makeup each 

of those topics. Go out then, and discover some more for 

yourself. In my lifetime, I would be lucky to explore even a 

fraction of the wilderness that lays out there, to meet a 

hundredth of the amazing animals and creatures that inhabit our 

world, and to see a glimpse of the beauty and wonders of 

horizons around the planet. This is my testament to the beauty 

and glory that lays in every backyard, in every forest, on the 

shore of every ocean. Go find yours. 

Having covered several different topics that affect not 

only South County but Rhode Island and New England in general, 

it would have been impossible to cover them all. As a result, 

this section is dedicated to a brief mentioning of those sources 

which were exceptionally helpful to me during my research for “A 

South County Almanac.”  

In addition to conducting interviews and meeting with 

professionals and experts in various fields, I have read an 

exhausting amount of magazine articles, newspaper features, 

books, research papers, novels, field guides, and other 

literature to help me become better acquainted with fields that 

I was unfamiliar with. Listed below are a number of these 

sources. I have divided them generally by primary use in “A 

South County Almanac,” thought certainly few of them are 

exclusive to that one topic. Each contains troves of vital 

information and interesting anecdotes that helped to 

occasionally guide and inspire me in my own writings. Please 
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consider picking up any (or all) of these works in the near 

future if you may so wish to continue your education on 

conservation and looking out for the planet- Enjoy! 

 

1. Miscellaneous Resources 

• “A Sand County Almanac: With Sketches Here 

and There,” by Aldo Leopold (1949) 

• “Keeper of the Cogs,” by Curt Meine, Nov/Dec 

1992. Defenders 67 (6) 9-17. 

• “The Outermost House,” by Henry Beston 

(1988) 

• “Weekend Walks in Rhode Island (4th 

Edition),” by Ken Weber (2005) 

• “The Ultimate Guide to Birds of the New 

England Coast,” Text by Mark S. Garland (2007) 

• “The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern 

North America,” by David Allen Sibley (2003) 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service, www.fws.gov  

• Fisher Museum Harvard Forest, 

http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/museum/lands

cape.html 

2. Sail Away 

• “Block Island Guide,” 

www.blockislandguide.com 

• “The Block Island Times,” 

www.blockislandtimes.com  

• The Nature Conservancy, www.nature.org  

• The Block Island Conservancy, 

www.biconservancy.org  
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3. Out of Balance 

• “Golden Wings and Hairy Toes: Encounters 

with New England’s Most Imperiled Wildlife,” by 

Todd McLeish (2007) 

• Rhode Island Department of Environmental 

Management, http://www.dem.ri.gov/  

• The Rhode Island Natural History Survey, 

www.rinhs.org  

• The USGS National Wildlife Health Center, 

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/  

• “A Landowners Guide to New England 

Cottontail Management,” Environmental Defense 

Fund 

http://www.edf.org/article.cfm?contentID=8829&red

irect=cottontail  

4. Hitting the Path 

• William C. O’Neill Bike Path homepage, 

http://southcountybikepath.org/  

• “The URI Draft Climate Action Plan (Draft),” 

provided through the URI Energy Center (2010) 

• Rhode Island Department of Transportation, 

http://www.dot.state.ri.us/  

• Rhode Island Public Transit Authority 

http://www.ripta.com/  

5. The Draw 

• “Narragansett Bay: A Friends Perspective,” 

by Stuart Hale (1988) 

• “Whole Earth Discipline: An Ecopragmatist 

Manifesto,” by Stewart Brand (2009) 
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