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BICENTENNIAL CIALLENGE GRANTS

Part A of Title V, Bicentennial Challenge Crants, authorizes
within the National Endowment for the Humanities a new program of
financial assistance. This program is for the purpose of Stimuiating
during the era of the Bicentennial the establishment of, and private
support for projects and activities to reaffirm and improve citizen
involvement in America's democratic syétem. The Committee intends
thaf such Bicentennial Challenge Grant program shall move toward
achieving this purpose through implementation of the following goals:

(1) to encourage citizen participation in America's democratic

processes and institutions;

(2) to develop new insights and approaches to resolve problems

which confront America, and

(3) to develop approaches that facilitate the opportunity for citizen

participation in democratic decision making procésses that_

are compatible with the daily.lives of all Americans.
These goals reflect the importance and need for such program, as
meaningfully set forth in testimony presented on April 9, before the

Subcommittee on the Arts and Humanities. Mr. John D. Rockefeller III,

Chairman, National Committee for the Bicentennial Era, noted for example:

"... A new entity charged with such a mission will fill a much-
needed role in full partnership and cooperation with the existing
Federal institutions in the arts, science, and the humanities.'’;

and that ''... the intent must be to provide a catalytic agent that

can stimulate creative energies in both public and private sectors."



At the same hearing, Daniel Yankelovich, noted public opinion
analyst, similarly stated the need for this program:

"Its emphasis is coming at this particular time, and coincides
with the emergence of a new, pressinc and vital national need:

to reaffim and revitalize the shared ideas that give us a’dis-
tinctive American civilization; to find new ways to create citizen
involvement and participation; to find new ways for‘the public

and private sector to work together; and to find and appreéiate
'approaches to the problems that our country faces.'
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The Committee further intends that the implementation of the Program

goals shall be achieved through the combination of Federal and private
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envisions that several types of projects and activities should be funded
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under the new Program. The estimates of?ﬁﬁ%&i?%?é@é&{sbagq5¢§%the costs
for such projects and activities clearly establish the need for the

levels of financial authorizations provided:

Citizens Organizations. It/haS\been,estima:ed\that/ét_least 1500
citizens organizations to improve individual participation and involve-
f‘. [P nd

ment currently exist in the United States, with an averagéﬁbudget Te-

guirement of approximately $100,000. Total estimated financial need

(including all sources): $150,000,000.
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Advisory and Special Focus. Projects and activities to assist
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Bicentennial action prd&écts and to provide a Bicentennial focus to
activities for citizens with special characteristics or nceds. It

is estimated that as many as 100 requests to support such activities
may be presented with an operating budget requirement of approximately
$100,000 each. Total estimated financial neced (including all sources):
$10,000,000.

Community Focus. Projects to provide Bicentennial activities

focused at the community level. It is estimated that requests for
support of such projects could be very numerous, and total financial
need from all sources could be as nwuch as SS0,000,QOO.

Regional and National Focus. Projects to provide bicentennial ac-

tivities focused at regional and national levels or related to existing
gyl )

national organizations. It is estimated that approximately 30 requests
A

to support such activities might be presented with an operating budget

requirement of approximately $200,000 each. Total estimated financial

need: §6,000,000.

(j@;{{hg_types of projects and activities noted above reflect only possible
requests for support thaf might be feceived under the Bicentennial
Challenge Grant programifff,

;'f)It is the purpose of the Challenge Grant approach to stimulate corporate

and private eleemosynary support. Consistent with the experience under

the previous NEIl and NFA activities, the Federal funds will function as
a catalyst'for_non~Federal support. Given the order of magnitude of the

potential universe of recipients, the need to select the most meritorious



projects from competing proposals and the appropriate mix of Federal
and non-Federal funding sources, the Committec believes the funding
levels in the bill are the appropriate minimums to initiate the new

Bicentennial Challenge Grant program.
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