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TEN YEARS OF RHODE ISLAND H1STORY, “+«¢= "0

The ten years previous to the Deslaration of Independence
in Ameriza are full of controversy and dlspute between the
Colonists &end the English Parliament. 1In &1l the political
dissussions of this time, &l11 the important resclutions, and
all the eerly attempts &t resistancse, Rhode lsland took & prom-
inant part. ¥Wo provincs was more dangerously situzted or could
beé more severely crippled by warfare, Newport, especlally, stood
in imminert peril, The destructicn of her zommerce would mean
ruln to her wealth and power, She was without defense and
might be remered desclate. Vvet, throughout Rhode Island &
lofty spirit of sourspe and rescolution was shown, and nowhere
were citizens more loyal to the zause of freedom than In this
colony.

As early as 1660 the WMavigatlon Acte of Charles 11 had
compelled them "o procure their merchandise in Britigh ships,
to produce only those commodities whizh Great Britain did not
produce®, and as far &s possible to trede with her alone. Thesse
acts greatly hipndered the rapld growth of commerce in Rhode
Island and 1t was only through smuggling that wewport and

Providence became Important commercisl zentres,
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Another Act, whizh,had its provisions been complied with,
would have brought disaster to zommerce, was passed in 1733, in
Qrdar to stop the 111121t trade whizh had spring up between the
tolonies and the Prench West yndies. This was the heted Sugar
or Molasses Act, requiring that the prohlbitory duty of sixpence
per gallon on molasses end five shillings per awt. on sugar, be
paid when these producste were imperted into British Plantaticons
from foreign colonles. Rhode 1sland protested against this act
and Richard Partridge sent a petition to the Board of Trade
in England, belng the Tirst to declare that as Englishmen, the
colonists should not be taxed without representatlon in Parlia-
méent., Although the law went Intc effect, the tide of zommerce
was scarcely disturbed; but April 5, 1764, the act was renewed
with more severe measures to enforce {t., A duty was e&lso added
on wine, coffee, splce and many forelgr goods. A British ship
wag stationed at Vvewport "to encourasge Talr trade and prevent

smuggling™.

The renewal of this act and the prezautions taken to enforce

it aroused & universal sentiment of oppositicn which had lain
dormant thirty years or gince the Tirst introduction of the ast.

atephen Hopking, the commanding figure in Rhode 1sland at this

time, wrote then his famous "Remonstrance®"™ which is krown as nnej
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or the very earliest open assertions for colonial rights, and it
Flazed him among the leaders of publiz opinien in America.

The close of the Sevep Years' War with Prance gave England
new cause and opportunity to disturb the Colonists. They had
réndered her loyvel seryice but sehe was nct zontent with that and
suddenly claimad the absolute right to tax her subjects in
Amerlica. MWow sparks of cpposition flashed forth in this zolony,
and thelr ardent glow was reflected from all the others, Every
remonstrance on the part of the 20lonists, hewever, tended only
to exasperate Great Sritain and soon the Stamp Act was proposed
in Parliament and the next spring psssed both houzes. It re-
guired that all deads, pnotes, bonds, ete, should be null and
vold unless written on 3tamped paper for which a duty must be
paid the Croawn. With the adopticn of this act, warch 8, 17685,
the epoch which more immediately preceded the Revelution begina.
In Newport viclent demonsteatlions were made upon news of tha
proposal of & Stamp Act, FEffigies of three prominent Royalists
were burned hy the Indignant citizeps end the next day the
housee of these men were plundered and they were obliged to
seck refuge on British ships.

Special town meetinges were called rt Providence, Yewport

and octher plagces to instruct their deputles how to aect in the
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General Assembly regarding the stamp Auties. The feeling of
insecurity and alarm was so grest everywhere that it led to the
calling of & Congress &t 'Mew York in the fall of that vear. The
Commissioners from Rhode I:zland were matcalf Bowle!r and Henry
Ward. 1In regard to the Stamp Act the OGeneral Assemply of Rhode
Island had passed Septemher 16, silx rescolutions whizh were more
energetlic than those of the othar zolonles &nd which pointed to
seperation from the British crown urless the grievances were
reamoved, Organizaticons under the name of "Sons of Liberty"™ now
sprung up in all the zolonies but it was &t providence that \
the naughters of Liberty origlneted., These young women were
extremaly patrloticz and agreed to have nothing to do with
British manufactures until the home governmant should be less ‘
tryannical.

Another interesting indication of patrictism was the
planting of Tiberty trées everywhere, Thase are of importan:ze
in the history of this period, for under their branches enthus-
fastic meetings were often held and vigorous astion resclved upon.

The stamp Act was to go into effect Wovember 1, 1765, and
the day befTore, all the royal Governors took &n cath to sustain
it, except aamuel Ward, "Governor of Rhode Islapd who stood

alone in his patrictlc refusal®, The fatal day dawned upon a
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nation united in its determination of reslstance. The wheels

of all industry were still; Amerlica had rebelled and England was
obliged to submit. The obnoxlous Azt was repesaled Marsh 18, 1765
and when the news reached Amerlza there was universal joy. 1In
;rnvidance the King's birthday was celebrated with wild demon-
strations of delight; and at & ball given the fellowing evening
it 48 recorded that "there was the most brilliant appearance of
ladies this town ever =zaw",

The atamp Azt was followed by a tax which struz2k st the
lagt hope of freedom and was meant to show the right and power
of the British Bovernment to bind the Colomists, This taux, ‘
proposed May 13, 1767, required that &an import duty of threepence
& pound be placed upon tea in Americza, and that glass, lead,
paper and paints be taxed, The mct kindled anew the spirit of
resistance. Providence and Wewport followed Boston in resoclving
not to import or use goods brought from Great Britain, but to
encourage home Industry, =2conomy and manufactures., These raso-
luticns were thoroughly spread and generally adopted throughout
the country and the colonies united ir Tforwarding to England
petitions against the tax.

Oreat hostility was shown towards the revenue offizers and

in providenze a sollector of these dutlies was viclently assaulted
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and then tarred and featherad,

1n the midst of such disturbances an interastinrg event
ocsecurred in warragansett Bay which Is known as the first overt
act of the Revolution, The British ship, Liberty, stationed in
those waters to prevent smuggling, captured two small vessels
and beought them Into "ewport harbor. Trouble arosze beczuse of
this and the people of Newport forced the Liberty's crew ashore
and then boarded, scuttled and sunk the ship. Her boats were
drawn through the streets in triumph and burned in the upper
part of the town. Attempts were made to arrest the offenders
in this movement but proved unsuczessful.

After te destruztion of the Liberty, a whole squadron of
ships under Admiral Wallsce was sent Into the bay to watch over
His Majesty's subjects 1rn Rhode Island,

i1n May 1770, the Revenue duties, with the excepticn of
that on tea, were repealed, and after considerable dlscussicn
in the Assembly, 1t was decided to rescind the norn-importatiocn
agreements in this colony. However, the tax on tea with the

acts of trede and the efforts maede by the troops and armed

vessels to enforce them, kept up a contipual irritation and soon ‘

& bold step was taken here whizh turned the attention of all the

colonies and England to Rhode lsland, June 9, 1772, the
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@Gaspee, a2 British man-of-war placed in narragansett Bay to pre-
vent smuggling, mave chase to & sloop sailing from wewport to
providence, The Gaspee following zlosely & sumning course of

the lighter vessel ran aground on Namquit Point and that night
was burned by a party of brave men from providence., This daring
deed wae lmmedlately followed by & royal preczlamation, offering
large rewards for evidence to zonvizt those taking part Iin the
affair, One of the most noteworthy things to be mentionmed 1n

gur State's history ls the loyalty with whizh those citizens were
protected. The asct had not been done in secret and the actors
were well known, yet not ome of them was apprehended or punished.

In the May seesion of the pssembly in 1773, Rhode 1sland
formed & committee of correspondence”whose duty it was to com-
municate with other Colonles respecting important acts and
resoluticns of the British parliament",

The East Indis Company of London, now began forcing tea
upon the colonista and In December of this year the "Boston Tea
Party" occurred, The pecople of Newport, fearirg that tea would
be sent there, adopted resolutlons against its importation and
encouraged all towns 1in the ceclony to do llkewlse, Most of
them followed her example proclaiming that they would have
nothing whatever to do with the irksome weed.

A little later the Boston Port Bill astonished the =itizens
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of that town and aroused indignaticn throughout the zountry.

The other colonies read thelr doom Inthe measures pursued against
Massachusetts. When news of the Port Bill was reczeived in
providence, a town-meeting wes talled and the people resolved to
assist thelr afflizted neighbors, to promote a Generazl Congress
and to favor a complete gessation of trade with Great Brltain,
Ireland Africa and the West Indfes™until such time as the Port
Bill of Boston shall be re inatated in its former privileges™.
Rhode Island was the leading colony in alding Beston in her

time Of need, and In completing the arrangements for united
effort and resistance.

In her distress Boston recelved large sums of money and
provisions fram all parts of the country. In Providence,
yewport, Jamestown, Rast Greenwich and Westerly, subscriptions
were taksn and generous smoupts were contributed for the suffer-
ers of Boston., 1In the recoda of 3ocuth Kingston we find 1t
votaed on the last Tuesday In August 1774,"that a free contripu-

I
tion be put forward in this town in order to relieve the dis-
tressed inhabitants of sald town of Boston, ard that Wathaniel
Hawkins be and is hereby appointed to tarry a subszription
paper for that purpose to all the inhaoitants of this town for

each person to subscrlibe what ha, shs or they think Proper”.
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tater, In october, this same town voted "that Nathaniel Hawkins
and Henry Reynolds be the Persuns to Collest all the Shaep
given for the Relief of the Poor Sufferars in the Town of Boston
as also the money subssribed for the purposa and £0 lay the same
out in good fatt 3heap".

Prom the making and carrylng out of such 1libsral resolu-
tions in almost avery townm throughout this and other Colonies
we 2an readily see how Boston was tided over the pericd of
distress {n Whizh her ports were zlosad to zll forelgn trade.

Rhode 1sland also aztad first 1n appolnting representatives
to tha General Congress. These were Stephen Hopkins and camuel
Ward, whe Tor so long had been politi:al rivals, Coples of her
resclutions were sent t¢ all the 2o0lonies and {t was soon da:idaﬂ‘
thut delegatas from each should meet &t Philadelphia in =eptember
of that year. Thils general assemblage of the wiseat men of the
country proved a great lmpulse towards liberty, and from that
time on, the power of the colonles began to be realized.

The feelling against Tories in Rhode Island was very bitrer
211 through theze years,; and as they began to migrate thlther
from the closed town of Boston, sstion was tsken against them
and they were forded to go elsewhsre. 1In wast Greepnwich, 3tephen
Arnold, a citizan of Warwick, unjuastly charged with Tory princi-

ples, wag hung in effigy. - : q 8 -y ‘
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1t was about thls time that great acztivity began to be
shown towards ralsing & milltia and 1t was In this movement
that Wwathaniel Greene's name Tirst became well known.

An ordar had been 1ssuad in Great nritaln, Ozt. 19, 1774,
prohlbiting the exportatlon of arms and ammunition to the zolon-
ies and ordering British troops in America to seize any military
stores tharé{aund. In Necember 1t wWas voted in the General
Assembly of Rhode 1sland that most of the czannon, powder and
shot, stored at Fort George, be lmmediately removed to Providence
This was aszomplished the next day and Gov, Wanton distinstly
told Admiral wallace, In answer to his inquiry as to the act,
that 1t was done to prevent him from selzing the guns, and that

they would he employed against any anemy of the colony.

The use Of tea had been glven up and on MNecember 12, about
three hundrsd pounds of this "forhldden lwcury" wers burned in
the publlez market place of providence. 1In this szt even gld
ladies Iﬂr;:::arifijing their precious beversage, while bells
were tolled and a "spiritad son of liberty went through the
straats with brush and lamp-blackg obliterating the word tea
on all the shop-signs.® I

April 19, 1775, with the battle of 7exington, the revolu-

tion falirly began and from that time on, movements in Rhode
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Igland were so rapid that it 1s impossinle to traze them all,
Tha chartered and independent zompanies of militia were mustered
with universal enthuslasm, and the next day a thousand men ware
on their way Trom Providenze to the scene of zonfliet.

Two days later the Rhode Island Assembly passed an ast for

raising "an army of ohsarvatlion" consisting of fifteen hundred

men for the "preservetlon of the libertlies of Amerisa®. Brigadier

General wathaniel Oreene was appointed commander of thls zarmy.
Thiﬁéﬁﬁh greatly opposed by Gov. Wanton end others who feared
it might bring fatal consequences to the charter, lnvolve the
country in s1vil war and sever all alleglance to the mother
sountry. Because of the Governor's opposition he was suspended
from officze.

Another regiment under Capt. Olney had previocusly marched
from this zolony to give ald to the patriots of Mzagachusetts.
Throughout the Revolutlon, Rhode lsland mde avery effort to
azsigt in the succzess of the genersl zasuse and saczrificed large
sums of money snd hundreds of her beat and bravest men.

The firat real naval action of the Revolutlon was that of
June 15, when Capt. Abraham Whipple, in command of a wer-sloop,
opened flre upon a packet, which belonged tg the zclony but

whizch Admiral Wallace had detalned and placed in his own
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servica, The affair o2curred off the shorss of Conanicut park,
Jamestown, and resulted 1n the zapture of the packet by Capt.
Whipple. The necesslty of & navy was now seen and {t was at
once decided to equip two vessels for the servize of the 20lony.
In the fall of this year, Rhode Island delegates ware the first
to sugjgest in Congress the great need of a fleet of suffizient
force to protezt the colonies,

In the fall of 1775, Tour thousand troops were enlisted
Tor one year; and two independent companies, tha Kingston Reds
and a troop of horse in Providence, were chartered. An act
was passad by whizh the éstates of Torles hacama the property
of the Colony and death waas to bé the penalty for any sorre-
spondence with the enemy.

Early in the next year, (Jan, 13, 1776,) an engagement
took plaze on prudence Island. Two hundred end fifty British
had landed therse, possessed themselves of a hundred sheep, and
hurned several houses, The British were driven to their ships
and after doing some damage on Patienze and Hope lIlslands, re-
turnad to wewport. The next month they descended upon Point
Jud ith and took away many cattle and sheep, sausing great excite-
ment at that place.

After the British evacuation af Boston the zitizans of
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Vewport feared that they would next asttempt te eénter thelr port
and every effort was made Tor 1%s defense_  (General Washingtonm
was requested to march through Rhode Island on hils way to New
York and a grand rezeption was prepared for him at providence.
However, Tinding that his ssrvices were not peeded, Washington
and his troops remained only & day or two in that city.

May firSQQEthe last Colonial Assembly of Rhode fsland zonvens
ad and dacslared 1tself independent of British rule. Two months
later the NDeg¢laratlon of yndependence freed gll the :xolonies,
and a new perlod of American history begins. The colonists had

now a definite purpose, an ideal cause for whigh to strive, and

8ll past glory In their triumph, all present tributes to their |
honor, and all future expressions of gratitude, zan never repay I
the debt due those who Tought and suffered for the independence |

of America,




	University of Rhode Island
	DigitalCommons@URI
	1-1-1901

	Ten Years of Rhode Island History
	Edna Ethel Dawley
	Recommended Citation



