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WOMEN I THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. )

The French Revolution was one of the greatest movements Lhe
the world has ever known. It not only completely changed the
state of affairs in Prance, both moeislly and politically, but
exerted a powerful influence througzhout Europe; and, indeed, the
whole civilized world. This period is one of intense interest; |
it has, pcrhaps, recelved more consideration, and etill excites
mor: ingquiry than any other period of history.

At the outset, bDefore the awful strocities of the infuri-
ated mob in Paris began to be felt, foreizn powere sympathized
more or less with the cause of the French people. The laboring
elasgee had long beern trodden underfoot by the French nobles.

We can have but a faint idea of the miserable bondage iun which
the poor pessants were held. Contlmial wsasrs hHad drained the
country and plunged it heavily into debt. Despotic rulers had
wasted thelr lives in luxury and debsuchery. Much of the land
was ownied by the nobles who held complete sway over the Deasants
and treated them worse than slaves. The clergy had become rich
and indifferent but still demanded tithes and fees. For nearly
two hundred yvears the coimon people had had no voleoe in the gov-
ermment, and so were helpless sgainst tyranny and taxation. Un-
belief had aslso been slowly creeping into the country adding to

the hopelessness of the poor and the independence of the noble.
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I‘ﬁheamn almost impossible that such & state of affairs could

have existed in France little more than a century ago, or since
our own Revolution. The gaining of nur independence and the
establishment of such a just and liberal governmment here in
America grestly influenced the French people. The literature
of that time, slso, had an imnense effect 1in hasiening the com-
ing of the Revolution.

Iuring Louls Fourteenth's long reign of over seventy years,
French monszrchy reached the helght of 1its power. Louls was su-
preme poth at home and abroard and was exaslted and obeyed alinost
a8 a god. He it was who bullt the magnificent Palace of Ver-
sallles, which oost millions of money, and twenty yesrs of con-
timual labor. Nothing scould compare with the grandeur of this
gtructure which was filled with statuary, paintines, mirrora and
tapestry: and surrounded by immense parke in which there were
inmmerable artificial lakes, streams, rfountains and cascades.
Four thousand servants waited on the King, five thousand horses
were at his service, and ten thousand men formed hie bodyguard.
All this splendor was kept up while the peassnts ol France were
dying of starvation, eating vile weeds and grass, and forever
"grubbing in the earth® in order to pay the ever increasing taxes.

And, it wes not texer alone which made the lot of the serfs and .

peasants unendurable, 0Often selgneurs and digniteries committ-
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a&’terrible outrages, compelled their tenants to work for them

without pay, and destroved their crops in hunting. Yet not all
the novlee were cruel, end many advocated reform and equal rights.

Throughout the reign of Louis XV affairs grew worse and he
had good reason to believe that a deluge was to follow him. He
excited hetred among all c¢classes Ly suppressing Parliaments and
allowing arbitrary lmprisonments. Thousands of the most influ-
ential and worthy clitizens of Prance were eearetly thrown into
prison, without so mich ag the form of a trial, and often with-
out knowing their offense.

¥hen Louls XVI and Merie Antoinette became King and Queen
of France thelr first act wes to f&ll upon their knees, ex-—
clsiming: *0 God, pulde us, protect us,; we are too young to reign™
Throughout their lives they werc devoted to the pecple and var-
ious reforms were attempted. Louis showed hia love of liberty
in the amnsistance he pave ug Lu our time of need, and Americans
have good cause to honor his name, But, in the beginning the
King and Queen made several grave mistakes and lost the confid-
ence of the people. The firet great change of Louls' reign was
the summoning of the States-General which had not met for one
hundred and seventv-five years. This resolved itselfl into the
National Assembly i7 which the representatives of the peopls

gtood equal to the clergy and nobles. Illowever, both bishop and
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lord refused Yo share the burden of taxstion; and Louis fearing

that a crisis was approaching, collec¢ted a body of Swiss troops.
Thie alarmed the citizens of Paris, who formed a wilitia to de-
fend their representatives in the Assembly. Thia militia re-
celved the neme of the Wational Ouard and was placed under the
command of La Payette, who had distinpuished himself in America.
The first real act of the Revolution was the taking of the
Bastille, in 1789. That shored ths people their power and en—
touraged open asction., Soon after this, Paris was enraged to
hear that the King had given his soldiers a splendid banquet at
Versailles while they were dying of starvation. A great rabble,
headed by thousands of miserable womell marched to Versailles,
overpowered the Swisa guards, and surged through the palace.
They threatned the Queen, and doubtless would have teken her l1life
had 1t not been for the efforts of La Fayette. The royal family
wae compelled to go to Paris with the rejoleing mob, and from
that time was in the power of the populace. In the spring of
1781 an escape was attempted which resulted in capture just when
pugeecs geemed nearest. Prom that time the King and his family
wers guarded as prisoners. Again a howling mob lorced lis way

within their palace and demanded that the King sign certain de-

creea. The Queen, pale and trembling, stood behind a barricade
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of tables, with her little son in her arme, and confronted not
only the threats of the mob but the anguish of her own heart.

As the Nationel Assembly had sccomplished so little, all
feith in it began to be lost, Danton, Marat, and Robspierre,
leaders of the republican party, ordered that the King be at once
deposed. The assembly delayed action, and the citizens rising
in insurrection, attascked the Tullleries, where they plundsred
and murdered. The King and his household fled to the Assembly
for protecation, and the bLrave Swiss guards, left without orders,
fell victims to the ULloodthirmty insurgents. August 10, 1792,
the Assembly passed a decree suspending the King from office
and depriving La Payette of the command of the National GCuards.
The King and his family were ment to the Tempnle in whieh gloomy
stronghold thelr sorrowes multiplied day by day. A few months
later King Louile left this vriscn to "give hig life in sxplation
of the sins of others, rather than his own." And now began that
Reign of Terror in which thousands of innocent men and women wers
offered up as a sacrifice to "La OCuillotine®.

Throughout the eighteenth Century women wers oconspicuous,

In all the combats they had their place; in all the clamour of

party and all the solitude of ceptivity their voices are heard; |
and bravely did they act their parts. During the ages of op—

preasion and misgovernment they had been the greater surferers,
T e — T e e
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gd ow, when they saw that change was posaible, they were ready

not only to follow but to lead. The types of women of those
times, however, wers a® varied ss shadows of nizht and day.
From the vile creaturs of the streets and dens of Paris, who
seeiled almost heartless and fearlens, to the charming, light-
hearted, young Queen, Marie Antoineiie, ism s long distence and
one camnot hope to touck upon all the intervening classes. Hun—
drede o women deserve to be mentioned but it is poesible to
treat only of a few. Those who best 1llustrate the types of the
Prench Revolution are: the woman of the mob, Charlotte Corday,
another Jeanne d'Arc; Madame Roland, and Madame de Stadl, most
famous of mll citizene; the Princessg de Lamballe, & true example
of noblility, and Marie Antoinette the representative of royalty.
Dr. Weir Mitchel gives ue & good illustration of the lowest
type of woman, during these times, in hies story entitled "Ad-
ventures of Frangolis". Quatte Pattea, or the COrab, aa she was
¢alled, was more monster than humsn being; a treacherous, hideous
old hag, who lived by theft and crime, vet so subtle and crafty
that she was feared and obeyed. BSuch a= she 1t was who reveled
in exce=sses, encouraged bloodshed, and prolonged the state of
anarchy. Other women, arroused by the fierce Jacobin speeches,
puffering from the worst sins, or dying of starvation, joined

the ranks of the mob not knowing or caring what the results
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might be so long ss they fed Lhe vengonge burning in thelr hearts.
It was theee women whe raiser the insurrection azainst Versailles,
who upheld the deeds of Merat endé Rolepierre, and who scoffed
and jeered ms Marie Antoineltie passed to her death.
In order 4o theroughly to understsnd the reason for the

act through which Cherlotte Corday's name has becoms historissl,
we must kiow the progre=e which the Revolution had mmde. There
hed beenll three powerful parties: the Royalints, whe long before
hed been entirely supprensed; the Cirondiste, or moderates, who
had for a time held the couniry in check only the more violently

to be overcome at lsst by the Jacobins, or exireme radicles,

who had Taised up such leaders as Danton, Yerst, and Robapierre
who held their pleces bty sending all those to the scaffold whom
they conceived to De against them. It was with thelr ascenden-
cy that the Relen of Terror, which lasted over a year, begsan,
Juns 2, 1793. The prisons were growded full orf viotime, taken
under any pretelise; who, after 2 kind of mock trisl, were hur—
ried off in 4he rTattling cartz to meel their fate before the eyes
of peorle drunken with blood. ¥ss it any wonder that Charlotte
forday, & young girl of Llamelena life. and remarkable coursage,
sonceived the idea that 17 the monster manisc Marat, who was
daily celling for "blood, more blecod," were himself killed,

Prence would be Ifree from such outrage. She kunew the perils of
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her project, for many of the peeple still believed him their sav-
lor and friend. However, she determined to carry out her plan
without assistance and with the one hope of benefiting her country.
Charlotte had always bDeen interessted i- nolitiecsl matters and
her early studies had mede lLer a Republican. She was grestly in
favor of the Oirondists end knew that the triumph of Marst meant
death to them. Leaving home quietly ahe made her way to Paris
end after two or three sttempts obteined admittance to Marat's
private chamber, where he wss confined becaumse of illness. There,
averr a8 he wae threatening some of her friende, she stalbed hinm
to the heart. After he~ deed Cherlotie wes perfectly calm in
the midet of turmoil thinking that she had restored peace to
Prance. In court she answered with promptness, ¢learness and
truthfulness. "All marveled at the besuty of her countensnce and
the mugie of her voige." “She had killed Marat for his crimes-
the miecrdes thet he had caused., The thought was hers alone; her
hatred was enough. She hed killed one man to save a thousand,
villain to save innocents: a wild beast to give her country peace."
We adumire the faith and courage with which Charlotte Corday
did what she thought to be her duty mlthough it cost her her life;
but the sct was mn error, for Marat's power had already begun teo
diminish and auch a death tended only to lift nim to nartyvrdom.
Charlotte herself mei death so0 nobly that her enemies trembled,
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Bnd several who admired and loved her were afterwards proud to
share the fate which she suffered so heroically.

But, strongest and greatest of all heroines of the French
Revolution is Madsme Roland, daughter of a humble srtiet, and
wife of Roland the writer and pelitician. It is to her that we
turn for a type of the earlier and finer characteristice of that
movement whiclh siood for libgrty, ecuality, fraternity. 8She was
the very life and soul of the Gironde; the genios and inspirer
of the men who overthrew the throne and founded the Republie.

Manon, a#s phe was Tamilissly culled, resd eaegily at the age
of four and from that time or consumed everything that came her
WAY. 8She read the drvest Dooks on politice and lsw, and begcams
a deciple of Piutarch when only nine years of age. Manon's
mother wae very wiee and gentle and her rather made mich of his
only living child who wsae so remarkable for her years. AtY eleven
she entered a convent where she formed I'riendships which lasted
through 1ife. After a year epent in the convent end snothexr
with her grandmother. she returned home & charming voung lady,
for her education mede hor anpesr older than she reslly was.
ghe ther busied hereelf with helping her mother, playing her
violin or guiter, writing, reading, studying and vieiting. B8he
found her Wfitting food' in the politice of the day and Roomesu

becams her favorite asuthor. She had many admirers who "passed
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in review without sugcess", until she at length married Monsieur
Holand, whose tastes she thought to be like her own. He was
fearly twenly yesrs older then liarself and fell far short of her
ideal, but she proved a faithfl, devoted wife and he grew to
esteen her more and more. In 1721 Boland wes s commissioner to
the Nationel Ansembly and the next vear became Minister of the
Interior. 1In 8ll his work he was greatly influences, and nobly
aided by hims wife; and, ss he grew mors infirm, he depended on
her for everything. When Louis XVI refused to eslction the de-—
oree for the banishment of priests, ladame Roland addressed to
him e reamonstrance whioh csused her husband to be diamiesed.
When the Fing was sent to the Temple Roland was recalled to his
office. Loudly and inefrectuslly Loth he and his wife protested
againet the savege Seplember maseacres 10 the prisone. This
aryoussrd sgainst them the emnity of the great leaders Danton snd
Robespierre. Roland was arrested but mansged to escape. Madame
Holend wae thrown inte prieson, where, during her ive months'
gonfinement she wrote her famous Private Memoirs. "These" she
sald "will be 1y confessionm, for I shall conceal nothing,.®
Composed with all her fluenoy and cultivation, they give us her

entirs 1ife and the expreesion of her immost soul. We can see

her in her @gell, which is brightensd by Fflowera and books brousht
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h{g by her friends, snd which the kind jallor permits her to

retain, writing in great hsste while bLisseér tears of sorrow fall
upon her peper as ghe thinks of her hseppy childhood, her husband
or dsughier, or her friends. These mamisceripts, which wers tak-
en ae wvritten and hidden by her friend Bosc under a stone in the
forast, are stlll preserved. They ware first printed by this
friend in 1795, when the terrores of the Revolution had subsided.
After her marriage Madmue Roland had ocoute in contact with
many prominent men who were drawn to her home to talk politics
and listen to her elogquence. She bocame beantiful when animated
by converseation and carried everything before her by her fluency,
enthusiamm, and the charm of her volce. She was kind and indul-
gent towardn those who desarved nity, sirong, brave, wise and
noble in all her acts. She had changing moods but was always
1l of apirit, activity and smbition. Was it surprising that
this woman became such a power, that her letters wers printed
everywhere, and that she was adored by &ll who knew her best and
lfeared by those who opposed her? The uncertzinty and rashness
of the times Torced her into hard, vwireasoning hatreds, but al-
g0 mhowad her her truest friende. There were many men who would
have given up their lives to save her and for ole of theose she
folt a strong, overpowering love; but this wrs hidden in her

hesrt while she saorificed herself entirely to her husband; and
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ﬂBt until recent years, when some of her letters to him ware

brought to light, was it discovered that this man wae the 111-
Tfeted Puzot.

Up te tha last moment Mademe Roland bore her sufferings
with dignity and resignation. Those who wer= most opposed to
her political viewas arc highest in praise of her courage and
virtue. After wrilinr = pathetic farewell to all ghe held most
dear, this noble-hearted woman was led [{rom the Conciegerie to
her dool on the morning of November 3th, 1792. At the last mo-
ment, as she stood prepared to die and her eyes fell upon the
gtatue of liberty near the acaffold, she uttered those words
since eo lamous, "d, liberty, how many crimes are comuitied in
thy name." At the news of her death her husband, stunned and
shattered, left his place of r=fuge, and golng out into the
fields, pessEsed the blade of his sword-cane through his heart,
dying so peacefully that he seemed when found as i1f asleep.
Buzot lost his senses, And tracked from place to place, wandered
from hie pursuers, and his body wae found at last in 3 cornfield
half-eaten by wolves.

1t is fitting here 4o mention Madame de Stael, who 1in so

meny waya compares with Madame Roland., She too, had & great in-

fluence in political affsirs. Her parents, Monsieur and Madame

Negkar, were =t one time the leading citizens of Paris, and their
4
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aughter, Lrousht up in one of the most famous Sslons of the

city, early beceame popular. She was a brilliant society leader,
A convinelng speaker, and an eloqueiit writer. Through her study
of Rousseau she became =an advocate of liberty but she did not
garry her prinolples so far as Madame Roland. She was “{oo re-
publican for the aristoorate, and tee aristocratic for the re-
publicans." Madsme de Stadl escaped the ravages of the Revolu-
tion and is considered one of the most teletited novelists France
hae ever Klown.

Let us now turn to n pleasing character among the nobility,
the Frinecesas de Lamballe. 1In 1769 thlse Princess of Savoy was
chosen by Louis XV a# a wife for the son of the Duke of Pen-
thleve, the Prince of Lambalile. While her gay young husband
lived the Princess showed pgreat wifely forbesrance and was very
forgiving; upen his deasth about & year after hie marriege the
young widow of eighteen returned to her father-in-lew's mansion,
Rambouillet, near Versailles. She had already becouws subject to
fits of melancholy which made her life pathetic, but there she
grew better, and was very happy. The old Duke, cheeriul, kindly
and benevolent, was called "King of the Poor", and hinm charities
and goodness pregerved him through the Reign of Terror, only to
die at lant crushed by the death of this beautiful, young dsugh-
ter-in-law.

Almost from the time when Marie Antoinette married Dawphin,
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Princess was her dearest friend and later became Superinten-

dent of the Queen's Household. After a time this friendship
paled a little before the influence of the Countess de Polignac,
but when trouble came the Queen turned again gladly to thime
Iriend who had retired without a murmur and returned without
complaint. Sorrow knit sthem closely together and thelir friend-
ship was broken only by death.

In character the Princesa was a model of virtue; true, ear-
neet, and devoted, incapable of an evil thought. Bhe was bright
but not witty, and disliked arpument or dispute. She sought
only to be ugeful mnd was so brave that she secrifized her 1life
in order to eerve those she loved. At the opening of the States
General Usdame de Lamballe had asssisted. ¥hen the royal family

had be=en compelled to leave Versailles and take up their abode

in the Tullleries she joined them there. 1In 1791 she left the
Palace with them on the night when they made their sscape. They
were cabPtured but she mceeaded in resching Fngland, where she
renained for some time and it is supposed that she tried to ob- ‘
tain the protection of the English govermment for the royal fam—
ily.
Marie Antoinette begged her to remain there in safety, but
she sald: "The Queen needs me and I must live or die at her

alde." She returned to FPrance, after making her will at Alx- _J
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Ia-Ohepelle, and throughout the hardships which followed, aided

and supported her rriende in every norsible way, showilng true
worth and courage. She was with the royal family through the
attack upon the palace in June 1792. She was with them when
they sousght refuge in the Assembly and when they were conducted
to the Temple. PFut at last she was torn from them and confined
i1 "La Force" where she was killed among the firat in that ter-
rible Septesuber of 1792. Her head elevated upon & pike was car-
ried through the streets and displayed before the windows of the
room where Marie Antoinette was confined. TFrom knowledge of the
affalr the Queen fainted and was thus mpared the ghastly sight,
The Frincess de Lambglle is not remembered because of great
deeds of valor; eloquence or influence, but bussuse of her de-
votion to a friend and zenuine worth sas & woman.

History hae often been mBevere in itse treatment of Marie
Antoinette, and there have alwsye been conflioting opinions mo
to her character. But, as the years with thelr changee have
rolled LY, the faults and follies of the unforiunate Queen have
been forgotion mnd she stands corowned anew receiving the love
and admiration of all the world. The detaile of her 1life fill
the brightest and darkent pages of Prench history, and the
sorrowa of her lernt yoers cught to silence to volce of calumny.

e !t

Marie Antoinette was,the youngest and faireet among the
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‘sixteen children of Prancls Pirst of CGermany and his famous wifs,
Maria-Therasa, who became Queen of Austria. From her earliest
years this dmuzhter was intended for the FPrench throne as a link
between Austris and France. Her father died when she was six
years of age and her mother, engrossed in state affairs, found
Jittle timse to superintend Maria's educstion whioch waz sadly
neglected. This lsd to he- willfulness and frivolity.

To show how ullpraotiocul her education was, brought up as

ahe had been in a luxurious court, thies little enecdote in often

|

related: Some one remarked in her presence one day, shortly aiter

she arrived in France, thet "the poor people could not obtain
bread." *"“Then why dont they eat cake?" she replied lightly.

When only {ifteen Marie Antoinette had Deen seperated from
8ll she held most dear, and with great formality, had been re-
geived into France never agaln to return to her native lsnd.
Amid great rejoicing her marriage took place at Versailles, May
18, 1770. Ain uﬂhﬁus storm followed the cerimony, during which
a fire broke out and over a& hundred people were trampled to
death. Thus, at the outset disaster marked the heppiness of the
union. The youngz husband and wirfe wgers deeply moved and gave
thelr vear's income i a reliel fund.

Llfe at Versallles at this time wae not favorable or agree-
Bble to a blithsome young girl placed there without friends or
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direct counsel, and surrounded by all the evils of a court. She
wae besleged Ly conrlicting advice and olaims and knew not which
way to turn in order to please. Her husband's great fault wae
his indecision, ao she obtained no remsl aid from him, although
he felt for her and iried to make her happy.

Varie Antoinette wae beautiful, wineome, kind-hearted, and
ingemuous, full of wit, and with a XKeen senee of honor and jus-
tice; but she lacked that knowledge ol duty, and power to per-
form 1t which alone could have made her most useful to her =sd-
opted country. It i=s doubtful if, at this time, any power could
have controlled the forces which were hastening on the Revolu-
tion, and it is unlikely that any other woman could better have
f11led the place which she was destined to ocecupy. 8he won her
husband®'s love, Xept in favor with the perverse old Fing, and
gained many true and worthy friends.

When the young EKing and Queen Legan to reign there was
universal joy. The yesxr bheforc, when the Dauphin and his wife
made their first visit 4o Parie, Marlie Antolnette had been told,
as ghe looked at the mass of pecple surzing around her, that
there before her eyes were two hundred thousand lovers. [ ess
then twenty vears from that time juet as large a rmumbsr con—
demned her to death, For a while the prospect seemed fair,

although clouds were rinsing, and the Queen entered into a hril-
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ﬁnnt. court life with vigor and enjoyment. The Eing azlwavna

peneive cared lese for pleasures and liked best to spend his
time in a 1ittle shop where he worked at lock-making., In 1774
he presented his wife with the beautiful little villa called

"La Trianon", and thers she took the momt delight in living.
Dressed in simple country gowns with straw hat and apron, she
played dairy-maid, cared for her flowers and pets, and entertai-
ned her most intimets [Iriends.

The Queens gavety and quickness to see the ludiecrocus side
of everything c=used z suepicion that she ridiculed tho people.
She often disregarded etiquettie srpesared coguettish and indis-
oreat; but this was more {rom thoughtleraness and a desire to
Please then {rou direct intention. Muek injury was done her
through jealousy and susplelon, and soon ehe found herself hated
and misjudged. It was thought that she influenced public affairs
too greatly and every oflamity was lald to her. Her intimaoy
with foreigners was disliked and she was unpopular because of
her relation to Austria. At lant nhe was held respolnsible: Tor
the most sbsurd things; such as the failures of crops, suffering
of the people, and the appointment of vad ministers.

Marie Antoinette wae Tiot idesl but she was heroic and the
Revolution brought out all jer noble gualities. The sufferings
which she endured during her imprisonment are only too well
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known. TFirst came the seperation from her friende, and then,
the terrible shock at tlhe death of Madame de Lamballe. Soon
followed the heartrending farewell to her husbsand, and the breve
effort she was foroed to make to comf'ort her children and Madame
Rligabeth, the Eing's silster, who sharod the sorrown. But the
hardeat blow of all fell when her little son was snatched from
her desperate arms and given into the hande of brutes. 1t has
never been definately imown whether the child died or was sent
to America, PFrom that hour Mardie Antoinette fell inte hopelens
despondency. Her dsughter, who escaped and was sent to Auetria
has given the world mll the details of this painful existence.
Little more than 2 year's imprisonment so changed the Queen's
appearance thet she would scarcely have Deen recognized. Her
face was thin, pale, and impassive; her hair, white as snow;: and
her clothes, worn and coarse. Yel she cerried herself with
grace and dignity and one would have known che was DOorn a queern.
Her trisl wss inhuman, Once, when she nesrly fainted, an
officer gave her a zlass of water a kindnesa Tor which he was
immediately arrested. On the night before her death she wrote
& letter to Madame Elizsebeth which is now to be found among the
Btate papers. 1In it she forbids her children, il spared, to
ever seek ravenge., Impatiently she walted for the moment which
should reunite her to her husband and best friends; and when
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-8&1 moment came, she boro herself with saintly fortitude.

The nobles of the 0l¢ Regime, 1f ihey could not alwavs live
worthily, could at least die grandly. One is contimually im—
preaged, in resding the history of this period, by the calm
courage with which theme tenderly bred men and women Taced an
igrnominious death at the hande of brutsl factionists. But their
blood seema at first sight to have Tlowed in vain, for France
was to lle proatrate many a year at the Teet of = militery
Dictator, whonm kings were again to follow; and not until owr
own day, almost a hundred years later, was the motto of that
first republie—1liberty, equality, fratermity—to bes realized

in a poverrmment by the people.




	University of Rhode Island
	DigitalCommons@URI
	1-1-1901

	Women in the French Revolution
	Edna Ethel Dawley
	Recommended Citation



