




TRUSTEESHIP AND LIBRARY 
MEETINGS 

"What does a trustee gain from 
attending meetings of professional 
librarians?" My answer to this ques
tion must of necessity be personal, but 
I am confident it is not unique. 

I had served on other Boards of 
Trustees in the community but had 
come to the position after experience 
in the fie ld concerned as a volunteer 
worker. I knew intimately something 
of the purposes and problems of these 
institutions before I became involved 
in setting policy. 

It was with particular humility that 
I approached my first meetings as a 
trustee of the Providence Public Li
brary. I felt only partially prepared to 
vote on the proposals which come be
fore trustees on expansion, contraction 
or readjustment of services, the nature 
of personnel pol icies or the best meth
ods of financing so large an operation. 
I felt the need for rapid orientation in 
the library world, for a kind of per
spective setting before dealing with 
specific problems one at a time. 

I, therefore, considered it fortunate 
when I was offered an opportunity to 
attend last year's regional meeting of 
theN ew England Library Association. 
I was not disappointed. The three-day 
conference, designed primarily for the 
professionals, gave me a quick insight 
into the nature of the library's role as 
an educational pivot in the commu
nity and a new understanding of the 
importance of the librarian himself 
who must carry out the many-faceted 
demands of his position. 

Specifically, I found most worth-

while the "Clinic on Metropolitan 
Libraries and Their Problems"; find
ing here a yardstick against which to 
measure the performance of the Provi
dence Public L ibrary. Equally timely 
seemed the discussion on school libra
ries and the relationship of the public 
library to them. It was heartening, 
too, to see librarians as a group giving 
time and thought to social concerns in 
p lanning for "Library Service to an 
Aging Population." 

From the point of view of encour
aging trustee attendance at library 
meetings, I feel that a one-day pro
gram designed in part for that particu
lar group might draw more response. 
Although the role of trustee must vary 
from library to library depending on 
its size, financial needs, and structure; 
we might learn from each other as well 
as from the librarians we seek to help. 

At the meetings of the R . I. Library 
Association, I have gained a sense of 
the variety of needs and opportunities 
for service which await development 
on the local scene. I have shared, too, 
the librarians' pride in high standards 
already set in Rhode Island. 

Most compelling at any conference, 
however, be it local or r egional, is the 
wonderful array of books around 
which all activ ity revolves. It is a treat 
to be exposed to the latest and the best 
books, be it in exhibit form, a book
mobile or the local library. 

It is with a feeling of gratitude that 
a library trustee discovers that libra
rians as a group are exceptionally 
dedicated and interesting persons. 
Policies are only as good as their im
plementation at the front desks. The 
front desks are in good hands. 

MARTHA P. SHERMAN 
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YOUNG ADULT SERVICE IN 
SMALL LIBRARIES 

by MARCIA BEGUM 

Providence Public Libmry 
Although many magazine articles 

discussing library service to teen-agers 
have appeared in the last few years, 
most have been directed to the large 
or medium-sized l ibrary where there is 
a specific young adults' room and a 
specialist in charge of work with 
young people. 

The small rural or neighborhood 
library with a single librarian, how
ever, also has teen-aged readers, and it 
is certainly as important to provide 
them with individual service as it is 
in a larger library. 

A pleasant, attractive corner with 
books selected for young adults should 
be possible in even the sma llest libra
ry. -A few shelves marked for YA can 
be set aside, even if money is not avail
able for the purchase of a special col
lection, as books from the adult 
shelves can be gathered dai ly and put 
into the allotted space. If the budget 
can b e stretched to cover the purchase 
of a few new titles, this money might 
be used for teen-age books-standards 
such as l\1aureen Daly's SEVEN
TEENTH SUMMER, a few of the 
better romances by Rosamond Du
Jardin, Betty Cavanna or Anne Em
ery, perhaps some science fiction titles 
or some good YA biographies. The 
rna jority of books should, of course, 
be adult titles. The 1960 ALA publica
tion YOUNG ADULT SERVICES IN 
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, a useful 
discussion of YA work, states 

"In the smallest library units, a 
Young Adult collection can be set 
up with as few as 100 to 200 well
selected titles with frequent changes 
to keep the collection alive." 
This small YA section should be 

easily accessible, preferably located 
near the adult area of the library and 
in no way affiliated with the chil
dren's department. A colorful sign 

should clearly indicate it as the YA 
section. Use of book jackets with 
cellophane covers whenever possible 
adds to the attractive appearance of 
the area. 

There are several book selection 
aids usefu l in organizing the collec
tion and in workin g with the young 
people. AN AMPLE FIELD by Ame
lia Munson (ALA, 1950) is an excel
lent guide to the reading interests of 
teen-agers. "Library Journal's" Jun
ior Libraries section, reviews both 
teen-age books and adult books for 
young adults. "Top of the News", 
published quarterly by ALA Young 
Adult Services Division, is also useful, 
as are such standard aids as "Saturday 
Review", "Booklist," and "Virginia 
Kirkus Bookshop Service." 

BOOK BAIT by Elinor Walker 
(ALA, 1957) discusses selected adult 
books for Y A. PATTER NS IN 
READING by Jean Roos (ALA, 1954) 
is an excellent annotated list which 
teen-agers can use themselves. A new 
edition of this is scheduled for fall 
publication. The New York Public 
Library publishes annually BOOKS 
FOR THE TEEN AGE, useful for 
book buying and book selection. 

The in eli vidual librarian will, of 
course, select her books and arrange 
her YA corner according to her read
ers and her library. It is surprising 
what can be done with limited funds 
and space to attract more teen-agers 
to the library and to keep them com-
ing--and reading-. -
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VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED
STATE HOSPITAL 

Volun teer h elp is needed a t the 
Sta te H ospital for M ental Diseases in 
ca tal ogin~ th e librar y for the student 
nurses whose schools affili a te with the 
Sta te H ospital for their psychiatr ic 
training. The work could b e done at 
times which suit the convenience of 
th e volunteer. There are perhaps two 
hundred books. The National League 
for N ursing has issu ed a m anual for 
use with nursin q: sch ool lib rari es. This 
m anual can be seen at nursin g sch ool 
1 ibraries in the sta te. 

The m anu al recommends that th~ 
Bell evu e cl assifica tion system be u sed. 
This is based on the D ewey and n eed 
deter n o libraria n familiar with that 
sys tem. 

The Volunteer Service of the Hos
pital is also looking for volunteers to 
conduct reading groups for patients, 
giving book reviews, r eading sugges
tions, etc. 

Contact Dorothea Benson, Super
visor of Volunteer Services, HO. 
3-8100, or write h er a t the Sta te Hos
pital for i\Iental Diseases, Howard 
Rhode Island. 

LITTLE ORPHAN RHODY 
Monumental indifference to the lo

cal libra ry is the normal sta te of af
fa irs with city fa thers. T he N ew York 
Public Library once published a bud
ge t appeal ent itled Fat her Knicker
bocker's Stepchildren. C e rtain
ly Rhode Island is in no more favor
able position. We too are orpha ns or 
stepchildren. And who among us does 
not h ave to struggle to achieve and 
m aintain sta tu s? 

Why is this so? W ell, too m any of 
us are ladies for one thing. Ladies in 
the sense that we are not aggressive 
fighters. We shou ld perhaps try being 
fi shwives . 

What to do? How abou t a Friends 
of the Librar y group? T he R eaders 

Digest is full of pretty little stories 
a bout how on e person or a small group 
of people in the time it takes to say 
ker-choo h ave ch anged the sta tus quo 
to an utopian situation. 

More to the point, skim the L ibrary 
j ournal or the W ilson B ulletin for 
the last ten years and note with awe 
the many insta nces of putting the lo
cal library on the m ap . In all cases 
this was accomplished by the fi er y de
termina tion of a n unusu ally dynamic 
librarian andj or an active Friends of 
the Library group. For an account of 
one such circumstance, both amusing 
(Bennett Cer( got in to the act) and 
as tounding, see the Librar y Journa l 
79:807-15, 1 i\Iay 1954 for wh a t h ap 
pened in Dallas, Texas. After their 
fashion, the squ a bble became Texas
size and the r esults equally so. 

In our own locale, the Bulletin, as 
a prelimin ary to this issue, a ttempted 
a survey o( the Rhode Island situation. 
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A pos tal card qu estionna ire was sent 
to some 40 librari es. As we go to press, 
six libraries h ave r esponded. It is to 
be supposed tha t the-other 36 do not 
h ave Friends, since those who have 
usu ally wa nt to brag about them. 
Brief reports of these six follow: 

Auburn Pu blic L ibm1-y: M ember
ship l 30 women. Organized in 193l 
for the sole purpose of aid ing the li
brary. H as b een of immeasurable as
sista nce. Dona tes $25 oer month for 
purchase of new books, plus several 
hundred doll ars annu all y. i\[ee tings 
of community interest are held m onth
ly October thru M ay. Budget $150 
per year. T h e club has bought n ew 
library furnitu re and paid (or r edeco
rating th e library. 

North Kingstown Free L ibmry: 
Membership 250. Organized 1955. 
Accomplishm ents include p urchase of 
children's books, chairs, a motion pic
ture projector. Paid for landscapi ng 
of librar y grounds. Programs include 
m ovies for children, book delivery to 
the house-bound, and a n annu al 
Christmas Open House. Dues $1.00. 
Budget $5 10. The organiza tion pro
vides spea kers for National Library 
W eek, and h as purchased benches for 
the library entrance. 

W m. H . H all Free Libra1-y: Mem
bership 400. No clues. Voluntary 
donations. 5 program meetings a 
year. H ave various mea ns of fund 
raising: bridge, auctions, etc. They 
have provided the library to date with 
a flag pole, a silver service, electri c 
mimeograph machin e, sound motion 
picture projector and screen, flood 
lights for parking area, and money for 
books. Their current project is re
modeling the kitchen. 

Providence A thenaeum: Friends of 
the Library Group organized in 1956. 
Members of the Athenaeum were in
vited to join. Since that time, over 
$28,000 has been given to th e library. 
At the present time, some of this 
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amount is being sp ent to enlarge the 
Ch ildren's Room and to modernize 
the lighting. None of this would h ave 
been possible without the gifts of the 
Friends. 

Providence Pu blic L ibrary: For 
thirty or more years the eight bran ch es 
of the Providence Public Library h ave 
benefited from the h elp and counsel 
of a Branch Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee for each branch . Member 
ship on these committees ch anges pe
riodically and appointments are made 
by the Librarian from names submit
ted b y the Branch Librarians. In the 
past, two of these committees h ave 
been instrumental in the drives for 
new branch libraries (or their com
munities and all the committees h ave 
m ade real contributions to the branch
es they serve. These committees m eet 
at r egu lar intervals with the branch 
librarian acting as secretary of the 
group. All phases of the bra nch li
brary's activities are reviewed by the 
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" .. . you'll find it in World Book Encyclopedia" 

As ex pert s in sources of informat ion , you know th e value of f ine reference wo rks. In directing 
inqu iries to the 20-volume Wo rld Book En cyclopedia, you can be su re tha t q uestion s will be answe red 
a cc ura te ly, informative ly, inte res t ingly. 

World Book presen ts fa cts wit h a vitality t ha t brin gs information into sharp foc us. Art icl es by 
leading autho rities, ove r 22,000 illustrations, a mill ion dollar map program, tronsvision- all comb ine 
to ma ke World Book En cycloped ia a vital an d important reference source for your libra ry. 
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committee. The Providence P ub lic 
L ibrary looks upon the members of 
the Branch Neighborhood Advisory 
Committees as good will ambassadors 
for the Library. Although we do not 
use the term "friends" in our BNAC 
program the people who serve on these 
branch neighborhood committees are 
true "friends of the library." 

fohn Hay Libmry of Brown Uni
versity: A Friends of the Library 
group was organized in 1938. Current
ly they have 550 members. There are 
no regular dues but voluntary contri
butions are solicited. There is no ac
tual budget; funds are used as sup
plied. A quarterly publication is is
sued, and four lectures a year are 
given. The bulk of the gift money is 
used to add to the library's Lincoln 
Collection. Occasionally, funds are 
raised for special projects. 

The john Carter Brown Library: 
Some years ago it became clear that the 
income from the Library's endow-

ment, ample when it was established 
in 1900, was in this day hardly enough 
to pay current costs of maintenance. 
Nothing remained from that source 
for the purchase of the historical 
Americana upon which the inter
national repute of the Library is 
based. Recognizing a need for action 
in this s! tuation, a group o( friends 
met in 1944, and brought into being a 
vigorous organization called the Asso
ciates of the ] ohn Carter Bmwn Li-

Library Bureau 
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brary . More than half of the members 
live outside R hode Is la nd. Twenty
five different states and three foreign 
cou ntries are represen ted . Each Asso
ciate makes an an nual contribution of 
at least five dollars. 

Since its establishment, the Associ
ates alone have borne the responsibil
ity and d istinction of carrying on the 
development of th is useful research 
library of Americana, adding to the 
collection many hundreds of books 
and a d istinguished speaker for the 
annual meeting. It is an active, suc
cessfu l organization invaluable to 
John Carter Brown Library. 

RogeY Williams Park Museum: One 
of the more successful operations in 
Providence Plantations is that at 
Roger Williams Park Museum, 
brought into being by the determina
tion and enthusiasm of one small 
woman to whom even the sky is not 
the limit. Miss Maribelle Cormack, 
who also conducted the "Friends Sur
vey" has written of her interested and 
generous Friends. 

"I t would be difficult for this writer 
to overemphasize the effect of this 
organization on our science museum. 
It grew out of the Planetarium Com
mittee, a group of p ublic spirited citi
zens, who raised the money for th e in
stallation of a p lanetarium in the Mu
seum's north wing. Between Election 
Day 1952 and Decoration Day 1953, 
they raised some $12,000 by selling the 
sky at so much a star; extra, of course, 
for large chunks of celestial real estate 
like the rainbow and the milky way. 
While there were a number of large 
donors, the great majority of dona
tions were in one to five dollar gifts. 
This was excellent because it meant 
that literally thousands of men, wom
en, and chiidren felt a personal inter
est in the completed work. 

Because of the large amount of la
bor, brains, and material donated, 
there was a balance of some $1800. 

This was used to restore The Hall of 
the American I ndian, which is as mod
ern as any similar display in our area. 
Seeing what could be done with rela
tively modest sums of mon ey, the 
Friends were organized shortly after 
1953. We now have about 150 mem
bers. Dues range from $3 up for 
adults . There is no top limit. $1 for 
elemen tary school children. Members 
receive n otices of all activities and a 
Monthly St<>r Sheet with the latest sky 
news. Our budget is about $1200 a 
year. Income is derived from three 
sources: I ) Dues, 2) Contribution box, 
3) Profits from ou r sales desk. If we 
had 1000 members, think what we 
could accomplish! 

The Friends have given us: 
The Planetarium and all its sub

sequent improvements; 
Sponsored Indian Hall renovation; 
Assisted with purchase of new ma
terial for Pacific Hall; 
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Day 1952 and Decoration Day 1953, 
they raised some $12,000 by selling the 
sky at so much a star; extra, of course, 
for large chunks of celestial real estate 
like the rainbow and the milky way. 
Whi le there were a number of large 
donors, the great majority of dona
tions were in one to five dollar gifts. 
This was excellent b ecause it m eant 
that literally thousands of men, wom
en, and chiidren felt a personal inter
est in the completed work. 

Because of the large amount of la
bor, brains, and material donated, 
there was a balance of some $1800. 

This was used to restore The Hall of 
the American Indian, which is as mod
ern as any similar display in our area. 
Seeing what could be clone with rela
tively modest sums of money, the 
Friends were organized shortly after 
1953. We now have about 150 mem
bers. Dues range from $3 up for 
adults. There is no top limit. $1 for 
elemen tary school children. Members 
receive notices of all activities and a 
Monthly Stil.r Sheet with the latest sky 
news. Our budget is about $1200 a 
year. Income is derived from three 
sources: 1) Dues, 2) Contribution box, 
3) Profits from our sales desk. If we 
had 1000 members, think what we 
could accomplish! 

The Friends have given us: 
The Planetarium and all its sub

sequen t improvements; 
Sponsored Indian H all r enovation ; 
Assisted with purchase of new m a
terial for Paci fie Hall ; 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

AMERICANA 
30 vols . - 26,000 pages 

14,500 illustrations 

Massively Revised 1957 and 
Since-New Format 

28 "rural" libraries in R. I. 
have the "New" Americana 
and most non-rural as well. 

List $319.50, less 37Yz%, 
net $199.50 to libraries 

CLINT COWAN, Rep. 
40 Concord St. Nashua, N. H. 



Is currently sponsoring the entire 
cost of the renovation of The Hall 
of Wi ld Life with modern habitat 
groups; 

proof of what a small staff can do with 
the aiel of a devoted band of "Friends." 
If you remember our Museum "be
fore", come a nd see it "after". 

Has paid insurance on valuable 
loans to permit us a wide ra nge of 
current shows, from Vanguard 
rockets to primitive art. 

R esu lts of this poll seem to show 
that not enough Librar ies have such 
orga nizations and clearly point to the 
fact that they can do an infinite 
amount of good. If you don't have a 
Friends group at your library, why not 
organize one now?" 

Over a nd above the actual work and 
donations of the Friends, the prestige 
which such an organization gives the 
Museum with th e city au thorities and 
in the community has been consider
able. 

MARIBELLE CORMACK, 

R oger W illiams 
Park Museum The face-lifting a t the Museum is 
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