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Amsenents in Colonisl Times,

o true Amerisen hae any feeling othar than pride in look-
ing beck to tha time when the Amerionn colonies of England de-
clored themsslves Troe and independent. Although more then a
century ago, it scemn but yesterday, eo reslistic ere the grest
events and minor ineidenta of thet stirring period. The time
vhen these "free and independent® states were dependent colonies |
ia soarcely less interesting, especially an repgards the custome
end hebits of the people, and sogiety in genernl, It wnm & |
period vhen men and women cxerted themselves to be atiractive
and ghawmaing, ond many and varied vere their smusements., This |
feature of socisl 1life wne not so merked in eerly ceoloninl times,
for in Wev England the poople were under Puritanic restraint |
and the middle and southern colonies had not yet resched that ,
progperity which they afterwards attained.

The New England lows wore striet and ripgid, end togethor |
with the Puritenic principles mnde the pecple stiff mannered ‘
and solemn, end Tew indesd vere their plessures and diver-
gions. Thelr chief entertaimment was the mid-week mooting or



~

"lecture doy* es it wes celled; this meoting took plese on
Thursday of ssch week snd wes attended by everyone: men, women
and ohildren. Lectures and semone vwere delivered pll deay with
orly nn interval for dimner, At the present time mort poople
would feel quite uncomfortsble after sitting for e&n hour and @&
helf listendng to n sermon, especielly if it were of less then
ordinary intereut; probably the prospeot of a four hours' talk
would friphten them away altogether, After this restreint of
Puritoniem wore off, the people of Wew Englend becsme gayer snd
begnn to pay more attention to socdinl life,

The south eestern portion of HRhode Island, called Nar-
raganeett, was perhepe the gayest part of New England; in Tact
ite people and their manners suggested the South, They hed
their prent Tems, which, poopled by lerpe numbers of sleves,
geemed nlmost like the southern plentstions, Then, too, they
vere fond of outdoor sporte mnd pretimes, It wes here thet the
Narragansett pacers, fmmoua es saddle horses in Burope and Amor-
ice, originnted, Much time wes given to amusements, and the
husking end quilting portiea and apple porings were esgorly at-
tendeod by svoryone, Later in coloniel times, dancing was the
favorite mmsement in Boeton end Newport,




-

In Penneylvanie end ¥ew York relipgious principles did
not prevent the solondsts from enjoying themselves, for sl-
though the Cuakers in Permevivanin were eednte and oven prinm
in some ocases, they were not proof ageinst ¢ good time, end
odded greetly to the soolsl life. It is asid that the Cuaker
maidens of FPhiladelphia wore emong the grestest nttrastions
of that eity. They were noted for their gquick w»it, bril-
lisney end sharm of mennar,

Feople in Fhiledelphia hed various weys of pessing tinme
pleassantly. Dancing wee & faverite diversion: polite society
danced Tormel minuets; the calmon people, hipscaswe ond Jigw.
It i supposed that 8 Mr, Dolton was the first dancing-mester
pbout 1780, Yhen Whitfield wea in Philedelphia the religious
gxcitemant was so grest that the *dancing-school sssembly and
the oconoert rocm were shut up an inconsistent with the pospel.”
Latar, dencing wes very populsr smong tha better claas of
soolety, Trom which the familiee of mecheniocs, however
wealthy, were exoluded., Yo gentleman under twenty-one or
lady under sipghteen could subsoribe to the dmneing-clinms,
Thelr refreshments were very siumple, consisting of tea, choo~
olats end rusk, REvarything won condusted by male, partners




wera engeged for the evening, snd the gentlemen slways drank
tea with them the dey after the asseumbly, The namea of some
of the later dnnces are vary sugpoestive of the times: A Suc-
cenaful Cempsign, Burgoyne's Defest snd Clinton's Retreat,
"The dancs 'A fSuscensfl Compaign' was the one nelocted by
diplomatio Peggy Champlin to open the ball, when she dancsd
in Wewport with CGenernl Washington to the piping of Do Roshom-
bean and his fellow officers.”

Fox hunting fommed the favorite fiesld exercise and was
enjoyecd by both ledies and gentlemen, Horoe recing wen eerly
introdusad, but for a long time trotting-horsea were locked
down upon, phRcers only being used, Deslides fox-hunting end
horee-racing, the FPhiledeliphiens indulgoed to some sonslder-
gble axtent in bull-balting end sock-fighting. In the year
1724 slisck rope nnd tight rope dencing by men and women was
announced in the *0sgetie.” Thore was also & plece near Vine
8t. vhere they kept "lyving horees end coeghes®, The women
sst in boxes, the men on wooden horsea, and in this way they
wvere vhirled sbout, This must heve been very simllinr to our
modern merry-go=-round, It wis reperded with horror bty sone
of the people end enjoyad by fe many more.

Pevorite emusemente mmong the gentlsumen wera shooting
and fishing., Wild pigeona, reed-birds, blask birds and squir-




rels sbounded., As lete se 1720 an rot wns passed imposing &
fine of five shillings for shooting birde in the streeta, gor-
dens or orchirds of Philndelphin, This sct had especinl
reference to pertridpgea, guail end doves,

The fishing parties of the voung people mist heve been
delightful., BSixtosn ledies &nd e8 mnny gentleman formed s
Bo—-called *Pishing Compeny® vhich met fortnightly in & pleas-
ant room on the beanks of the fAchuylkill, Thoey hed plenty of
boats and fishing-tsckle, end their chie amsemonta were
welking, Tishing, bost riding up end down the river, dancing
and singing, The lsdies wore & nest uniform whioh mede them
sppear very graceful, This *Plshing Compony® comprised sole
of the moat distinguished people of the colonmy; an sirenger
voe conaidered & mort Tortunete person if he were sdmitted to
it, for 1t was a certein way of mingling with the best ele-
ment,

Sketing wre one of the favorite winter smusaments.
dreydon 4in his memoirs conmiders his countrymen the most ox-
port and graceful sksters, alse the best swimmers in the civ-
ilized world. The feshioneble sketing-dresz for gentlemen
wngs n rod cont nnd tmekekin tighta,




Maydeys wors formerly celebretsd much more than how.

All young people went into the woods, grthered flowers and
cut meypolse uphindered. Ohrictmes wes alwnys observed,
8liding down hill on snow snd plesying merbles in ths streats
furnished sousemants for the bove.

S hool boys then wers just es mischievous s they are
todttye. At the Priends' School on Bouth 4th St, they were
very gravely disaiplined, When Bobert Proud wes historian
there he wore # very lorge bush wig. On one ocoesion the
boye bored 5 hole throuphr the celling, lat down 2 bent pin
attached to & string, =sught 1t in his wig and drew 1t up,
leeving it henping from the eeiling. Another time they
marchod along to meeting behind thelr uneuspesting meater,
with wooden guns snd little flege ettncghed, The mester in
his dignity nover onge looked mrcund, but supposed thet his
boys were following meekly. The "Uptown® and *Downtown® boys
were rival clane, and were sgoustomed to have their nightly
battles, and on Saturday an axtra severe one Ly wny of cale- ﬂ

bration, . '
In New York one of the moet populer smusements wos the
*Fermian®, 8 kind of foir vhish wnn firat held on the mspot

thet the governo» used #2 8 pareds ground, directly north of




the fovermnment enclomire, on one atide of wich wes ths chureh
end on the other the offiecinl buildings. This apot wes
colled "D'Merck Velt¥, At thie ¥emmiss sattle were mih:l.“tnn,
Term implemente spld, snd things woveon sand mnde by the house-
¥ife were exposed for sale. Dances, triala of #kill mnd other
auueementa were indulmed in by the young people, The Fere
mime wna the preat esocinl festivel of the yesr, The Recot-
ing-plece ves later removed to the common which i1s now the
city hall park, snd finelly it wos leased Trom the eity su-
thorition, sodded over and ussd for a bowling-greon.

Bockgenmon, chess, dominoes, checkers end golf wore fev-
orite pemes, end were often playsd %o exceas with much gam-
biing, 1In 1060 some snilors wore prrested at Jun Beckus'
tevern for pleying bookgmmmon nfter it should heve been
elosed Tor the nipht., People were often prrected for playing
golf in the strest, and an ordinsnce wre pessed in Degambar
1868, to prevent r¢ recurrense of the offence. Ourds wore
sometimea pleyed, but whist wes not introduced till nenrly &
century after the solonimstion of America,

The principel smsements in swmer were boating-perties,
fishing and turtle fesste, wvhile in winter the people ejoyed
balls end sleighing parties. When 2 gontloman and lady rode




together, they nsarly alwnys rent by way of the "Kissing
bridge" where it was the custom for the gentleman to selute
his companion. 8leighing wes very popular in Wew York, but
some evidently did not mpprove of it, We have an smmsing ac-
count of the eleigh rids which Mr, Houston of Houston St.,
gave hie two deughters who had for & long time been teasing
him to take them sleighing, He told them to wrep up wamly
and ordered some milled wins prepared for them on their re-
turn. le asked tham to gtep up steirs for & moment vhen they
were resdy, and upon resching the attic chamber he made them
git down in two old o eheirs: he opened all the windows anc
then urged on an imeginary horse until the young ledies were
extremely cold. PFinslly when he thought they hed enjoyed
their aleigh ride sufficiently, he allowed them to go down
gtaire, where they were very gled teo drink their mmlled wine,
They did not teese thelr father for any more sleiphing-par-

ties,

After the Englieh pgeined control of New York, fox hunt-
ing became very populer, In the sutumn the people were al-
lowed throe days for this sport in Platbush; novhere else was
1t permitted., Cook-fipghting snd bull-beiting were also coun- |
tenanced emong the Wew Yorkers, the latter being especially |



popular in Brooklyn smong the British officers during the
Hevolution. Horse recing wns mush enjoyed sbout New York,
pnd took plece ea early ne 1086 at Hempsteed. The first real
courss was at Salisbury Plsine. The course at Jammiocs Flains
Long Island, was naturally level and well sdspted for »
racing-trock begause it wns so smooth, The holidays most ob-
served were Nevw Year's dey and Meyday, On ¥ew Year's there
was much ecalling and giving of presents, and the day wes of-
ten spent in Deckumen's swamp in the shooting of wild turkeys.
Moydsy wes celebrated by visiting, firing of gpuns and rearing
maypoles, Wovewber 6th was slmo celebrasted, in memory of
the gunpowder plo® in England in 1006. BEvery minister was
expected to preach a sermon on thet day,

In the southern solonies life was especinlly gey, and of
8ll the solonies in Dixie leand, Virginies was the gayeet, The
great plantations afforded sbundsnt mesns for enterteimment.
Thoe better oleres, lipght-hearted, clever and hospitable, sought
enjoynent agz thelr chief aim; and with greet numbers of
plaves to do all the labor, it wos posgible for tham to spend
moat of thelr time in quest of ploamure,

FPox-hunting and horse-reging as in the North wore the
favorite outdoor mmusementa, while card perties and dencing



h prevailed within doors. Washington wee very fond of horses;
he elways took part in the fox hunts till he was injured by
a8 fall, He liked danoing almoat as well as he did fox-hunt-
ing and et one ball he denced nesrly three hours with Mrs.
Orsene without once sitting. It is said that vhen on cam~
palgne he missed the balle and parties more than snything
else,

The ledies of the South were gifted in many weys but
they wera @o mueh out-of-doors that they did not have time
to oultivete feminine sccomplishmenta, A writer o™ that
period saya that the southern ladiecs "might make very pood
migiciana if the hounds would only stop baying long enough
for them to prastice.*

The Tact should be espeecinlly impressive that in epite
of all tha hardships vhich they wore obliged to endurs, the
goloniate thoroughly enjoyed their simple mmusementa, and by
them wore chsersd and strangthened for the gloomy end evil
days which ware to follow,

In our ovn time and country all hamlees rocreetion
should be encouraged, for the Americsn people ospecinlly need
the diverting end reouperstive influenses whisch wholesome

smspmont alone oan axart,



	University of Rhode Island
	DigitalCommons@URI
	1-1-1899

	Amusements in Colonial Times
	Mildred Wayne Harvey
	Recommended Citation



